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PREFACE 


On September 25, 1985, Governor George Deukmejian signed 
into law A B 2104 (Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) 

This legislation established, under the administration of 
the California State Archives, a State Government Oral 
History Program "to provide through the use of oral history 
a continuing documentation of state policy development as 
reflected m California's legislative and executive 
history " 

The following interview is one of a series of oral histones 
undertaken for inclusion in the state program These 
interviews offer insights into the actual workings of both 
the legislative and executive processes and policy 
mechanisms They also offer an increased understanding of 
the men and women who create legislation and implement state 
development m California state government and of how both 
the legislative and executive branches of government deal 
with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their 
contributions to and influence on the policy process of the 
state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government 
as well as legislative staff, advocates, members of the 
media, and other people who played significant roles m 
specific issue areas of ma^or and continuing importance to 
California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work 
cooperatively with oral history units at California colleges 
and universities to conduct interviews, this program is 
structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise 
in oral history available thorugh California's several 
institutionally based programs 




Participating as cooperating institutions in the State 
Government Oral History Program are 

Oral History Program 

History Department 

California State University, Fullerton 

Oral History Program 

Center for California Studies 

California State University, Sacramento 

Oral History Program 

Claremont Graduate School 

Regional Oral History Office 

The Bancroft Library 
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University of California, Los Angeles 

The establishment of the California State Archives State 
Government Oral History Program marks one of the most 
significant commitments made by any state toward the 
preservation and documentation of its governmental history 
It supplements the often fragmentary historical written 
record by adding an organized primary source, enriching the 
historical information available on given topics and 
allowing for more thorough historical analysis As such, 
the program, through the preservation and publication of 
interviews such as the one which follows, will be of lasting 
value to current and future generations of scholars, 
cntizens, and leaders 
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Four interviews of one and one-half hours each took 
place in Lawrence E Walsh 1 s apartment, m Sacramento, 
California on October 23, 1990, November 1, 1990, November 
13, 1990, and November 15, 1990 

Editing 

Dr Seney checked the verbatim manuscript of the 
interview against the original tape recordings and edited 
for punctuation, paragraphing and spelling and verified the 
proper names The interviewer also prepared the 
introcuctory materials 

Mr Walsh reviewed a copy of the edited transcript He 
made major revisions, deleting and rearranging a great deal 
of the material during the first interview session The 
manuscript shows the places where these changes were made 
In the other three sessions he made only minor revisions 


Papers 

Mr Walsh made two scrapbooks available to the 
inteviewer These scrapbooks were returned to Mr Walsh and 
remain in his possession 


Tape and Interview Records 

The original tape recordings of the interview are in 
the University Archives, The Library, California State 
University, Sacramento, California Master tapes are 
preserved at the California State Archives 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Lawrence E Walsh was born and reared in Huntington 
Park, California He attended primary and secondary schools 
there After graduation from high school he entered the 
Naval Air Corps during World War II While m the Naval Air 
Corps Mr Walsh learned the techniques of flying and aerial 
photography After leaving the Navy at the end of the war 
he used these skills to establish an aerial photography 
business in southern California After the death of his 
older brother in a flying accident, Mr Walsh abandoned his 
aerial photography business at his family’s request He 
then established the Walsh Equipment Company specializing m 
the reconditioning and leasing of heavy construction 
equipment 

Mr Walsh began his political career in Huntington Park 
through his connection with the Junior Chamber of Commerce 
After chairing a series of successful events for the Junior 
Chamber, including their annual Christmas parade in 1958, he 
was appointed to the Huntington Park Planning and Zoning 
Commission In 1962 he was elected to the Huntington Park 
City Council In 1965 his fellow council members elected 
him mayor In 1966 he was elected to the California State 
Senate from the newly created Thirtieth Senatorial District 

Mr Walsh served eight years m the California State 
Senate During his terms in the senate he sponsored 
legislation to repeal the Rumford Fair Housing Act, to 
reallocate gasoline by funds between northern and southern 
California, to regulate topless dancing and obscene 
materials, to modify the business inventory tax, provide 
sound barriers along freeways, to place protective screens 
on freeway overpasses, to enact subdivision controls, to 
provide cement dividers on freeways, and to enact greater 
speeding limits While in the senate he served as chairman 
of the Transportation Committee and vice-chairman of the 
Business and Professions Committee In the 1972 
redistricting of the senate, Walsh's district was 
eliminated 

In 1974 he ran for the Democratic nomination for Lt 
Governor He was defeated in the primary by Mervyn Dymally 
After 1974 Mr Walsh returned to private life In the years 
since he has pursued other business interests as well as 
being a lobbyist in Sacramento, California At the present 
time he is living in retirement in Palm Desert, California 
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[Since completing this interview, Senator Walsh has 
remarried and has returned from Palm Desert to make 
Sacramento his permanent retirement residence ] 
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[Session 1, October 27, 1990] 

[Tape 1, Side A] 

SENEY Good morning, Senator I will start the interview 
by asking you about your parents and when they came 
to Huntington Park, California 
WALSH My father, George A Walsh was from Germantown, 
Pennsylvania, and my mother, Bertha, was born m 
Virginia but was raised m Atlanta Georgia She 
was a "Georgia cracker " And until the day she 
died she talked like a Georgia cracker and sounded 
just as though she had just come in from Georgia 
[on a Greyhound bus] 1 Anyway, they came, to 
Pasadena, my father in 1915 and my mother somewhere 
around 1917 They met out here, and when they 
married in 1918, they lived in Pasadena They 
moved to Huntington Park right after my brother was 
born m 1919 I had an older brother, about seven 
years older than I am And then my older sister, 
Edith, who is two years older than I am, and 
myself, and my younger sister, Carol, were born m 
Huntington Park That had to be m the early 
twenties, we lived in Huntington Park I grew up 


bracketed material inserted by Lawrence E Walsh 
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there My children grew up there, too, and went to 
the same schools that I did, same grade schools and 
high school 

SENEY What did your father do 9 

WALSH My father was a steel worker First of all, when 

he first came out here he was a bricklayer And he 
helped build the Biltmore Hotel down in Los Angeles 
as a bricklayer, and I think that was around 1915 
Then he went to work for Bethlehem Steel Company, 
and he worked for Bethlehem Steel as a rougher for 
thirty-three years in front of a sixteen-inch open 
hearth He was a hard-working man He worked with 
his arms and his hands, rolled 300 tons of hot 
steel a day And he invested in property years ago 
and it all increased in value He had a good 
outlook at what was coming in the future, he bought 
property m Huntington Park and Seal Beach when you 
could buy lots for nothing, and we always owned our 
own home He was a builder, too He built his own 
buildings or houses himself, but he always 
maintained a 30 b with Bethlehem right through the 
depression In fact we were the only people in the 
neighborhood in Huntington Park who had a 
telephone [Chuckle] Everybody in the 
neighborhood used our telephone because during the 
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depression nobody had any money My dad maintained 
his position or his job as a rougher and a worker 
for Bethlehem Steel and invested money in property 
and land, especially m Lancaster He bought a lot 
of property m Lancaster, California They had 
rentals and things like that in Huntington Park and 
they bought a lot of property m Lancaster when it 
was supposed to be a farm in the desert area Now 
it's right downtown because they sub-divided all 
around and built a university right next door to 
it, and a freeway right close by So it's all 
subdivided He made a lot of money off of real 
estate and he retired after thirty-three years of 
hard work He passed away in 1977 He was eighty- 
two years old when he died And then my mother 
died, I guess it was in '85, and she was ninety 
years old 

SENEY Your mother was in the home 7 

WALSH Oh, yes, all the time 

SENEY What was she like 7 

WALSH My mother was a Georgia woman, she had come from 
the deep south She was a great mother, a very 
domineering mother My mom and dad were like Ma 
and Pa Kettle They were like the salt of the 
earth And I don't say that because they are my 
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mother and father Everybody respected them 
because they said it the way it was, and they 
looked and had values the way things were at the 
time I grew up with the same outlook on life My 
dad was an arbitrator for the CIO [Congress of 
Industrial Organizations] Along with his job, he 
was responsible for getting Bethlehem Steel 
organized with a union because m those days, you 
know, they had no protection from the equipment or 
no insurance, not even burial rights or anything 
And they finally got the CIO I grew up m a 
family listening to politics and union talk They 
were the Will Rogers type of people, that's all you 
can say about it There was nothing fancy about 
them There was nothing phony about them They 
were down-to-earth people 
SENEY How do you think they influenced you 9 
WALSH I don't know really I have always been energetic 
m anything I have attempted to do as far as what 
my life boiled down to When I was a little kid I 
used to try to do well in anything I attempted to 
do I was always on my own, and my dad and mother, 
you know, let me know—and my brother, too—it 
wasn't a free ride If you wanted to go to college 
and further yourself, they would help you Of 
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course, you would have to have a 30 b and all that 
kind of stuff on the side to help yourself It was 
one of those things But my father never did tell 
me what to do m life, I mean as far as vocation or 
anything like that He said, "You know what you 
want to do in life I can't live your life for 
you You'll have to pursue the things you want to 
pursue " And I did He was a very quiet, gentle 
person and happened to be a likeable guy 
Everybody liked him and I thought the world of him, 
and my mother, too And, you know, you don't 
really appreciate how much they are until after 
they are gone or the latter part of their lives 
So, that's about it 

SENEY I take it they were prosperous all throughout their 
lives ' 5 

WALSH No, they were not prosperous My dad was a hard 
worker After the earthquake in 193 3 he was out 
bricklaying chimneys that were knocked down all 
over Long Beach and Huntington Park and Lynwood, 
trying to make an extra buck to live all during 
that time of the depression, the depression was so 
bad No, they weren't prosperous He just 
invested what money they had wisely in real estate 
because that was what he always felt was the basis 
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SENEY 

WALSH 


for security He was not a professional person 
He was a working person and the only way he could 
really advance himself financially was to invest m 
real estate, so he bought lots down at Seal Beach 
for $250 a lot, $25 down and $10 a month or $5 a 
month, and they built the city hall of Seal Beach 
right m the middle of them He sold properties 
here and there on the side, it was one of those 
things My mother was very conservative, and she 
had those little flfty-cent-a-week policies which I 
finally cashed after she passed away They were 
policies [with premiums] of fifty cents a week 

Life insurance 

Yes The Metropolitan Life Insurance guy would 
come around once a week and collect fifty cents for 
the $700 policy or the $2,000 or $1,500 policy It 
was taken out on all us kids We were all born at 
home My mother wouldn’t go to a hospital She 
would never go to a hospital She was afraid she 
was going to die [Chuckle] And I finally talked 
her into going to the hospital when she was 
seventy-five years old for a gall bladder 
operation I told her, "You're either going to go 
or you're going to die Now you've got to make 
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SENEY 

WALSH 

SENEY 


WALSH 


SENEY 


your decision " So she did and it came out 
perfect 

I guess why I suggested it, the way you describe 
them is they are sort of the American dream 
They were Ma and Pa Kettle 

By the end of their lives, I guess what I am 
suggesting is they must have been fairly 
prosperous, thanks to your dad's hard work and 

Yes, but they lived like they always lived My dad 
didn't buy new cars He had one or two new cars m 
his entire life And I remember when I was a kid 
we had a 1926 Buick I was five or six years old— 
I was born m 1926—so that was in 193 0 something 
You know, things like that My folks lived the way 
they always lived They never changed They were 
very frugal and were conservative and they kept 
whatever money they acquired and whatever 
properties that they had, they sold later at a good 
profit And naturally when they passed away why I 
was the executor of both of their estates, and my 
mother's conservator for several years, and they 
left their money to their children 
Are you pretty much the same sort of person 9 
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WALSH Yes I'm a very conservative person My political 
background will tell you that in a lot of ways as 
far as things go within the district that I came 
from But I have always worked hard, and m 
anything I attempted to do, I tried to put my best 
foot forward to do it And that's the one of the 
things I learned from my parents That if you're 
going to do it, do it right And I've tried to do 
it right ever since I can remember 
SENEY Tell me about growing up in Huntington Park during 
this period, during the thirties What was that 
like'? 

WALSH Well, I went to a grade school. Pacific Boulevard 
School in Huntington Park and the earthquake came 
along and shook it down It was a brick school 
SENEY This was m 1933, right*? 

WALSH Yes It shook the whole school down Shook the 
high school down Shook everything down The 
theaters, everything And so we went to school m 
tents You know, like these army tents that are 
boarded up half-way And, of course, as you grow 
up, you attend grammar school and go through all 
the grades and then go through junior high school 
and then you go to high school So I went through 
all that While I was young I was always trying to 
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get into some kind of a business or something, 
trying to figure out how I could do something that 
was bettering myself anyway I could 

SENEY What did you get into 7 

WALSH It's so far back, I can't remember anything that I 
did when I was a child, but I was trying to get 
ahead financially, selling Liberty magazines, on up 
to delivering newspapers, or whatever I was 
delivering the Daily Signal which cut me up later 
on in politics [Laughter] 

SENEY What I am trying to get at here, and the reason I 
ask about your family, is not only do we want to 
know about you as a person, we want to try to get 
some sense of what it was that formed your 
political outlook Were there any of your teachers 
or experiences at school that you remember 
particularly that had an influence on you 7 

WALSH Yes Speaking of that, like I mentioned before, my 
mom and father, from the time I was a little kid I 
grew up with politics They were blue-collar 
Democrats and hard-working Democrats And I 
listened to politics That was in the days of 
[Thomas E ] Dewey 1 running, and all that stuff was 
going on Politics really hasn't changed, it's 

Republican nominee for President of the United States, 1948 
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WALSH just the names have changed and the times have 

changed You still have the same type of beefs and 
fights, but you hear it and you listen to it And 
a lot of injustices that were done m those days 
were brought out and it kind of rings a bell 
through your childhood And also the fact that you 
just listen to it, the union talk, things like 
that, about trying to get the union into Bethlehem 
Steel And which he finally accomplished I 
remember when I was a little kid, my mom and dad 
and I would go down on Avalon Boulevard and Slauson 
Avenue where the union hall was located My dad 
would go to these meetings and my mother and I 
would sit out in the car She would tell me Bible 
stories while waiting for my father So those 
reflections come from a time that you can't put it 
all together and pinpoint various things that 
happened, but that's kind of a general situation 
that I remember very clearly those things that 
happened while I was growing up So that kind of 
instills a thing in your mind, a basis for when you 
get older You have a sense of what is or where 
something is coming from when it comes to politics, 
or something is said about the unions or something 
is said about current political affairs It is 
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just an instilled thing because you have heard it 
from the time you were a child 

Did your brothers—I take it you have two brothers 

No, I had one brother 

One brother and two sisters, did they take an 
interest in politics, too 7 

Well, no, my brother, naturally, was in a different 
time era He was seven years older than I was, so 
he came up with the Artie Shaw era, the big band 
era, and he went into the air force in June [1941] 
before Pearl Harbor And so I really wasn't close 
to him because he was with older people when I was 
younger I was the kid brother, you know what I 
mean 7 So I didn't tag along after my brother He 
was m an older group and became a colonel in the 
air force as his top rank He went all through the 
war as a pilot and as an instructor for B-17s, B- 
24s and finally the B-29s He had 14,000 hours in 
the air before the war ended and 136 bombing 
missions over Japan m B-29s He stayed m after 
the war was over He made a career out of it And 
they sent him to British Guyana, South America, to 
Atkinson Air Force Base, which was a B-29 base, to 
take command He and a couple of others would go 
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into areas m a C-47 on a weekend trip or something 
like that, whether they were going to Rio de 
Janeiro, or they'd go to some place for the 
weekend, and in November of 1948 they took off in a 
C-47 The wives were with them, and they 
disappeared They never could find them, they had 
2,600 hours of air search for them But the jungle 
grows right over everything in a day or two They 
never did find them My brother's son, Michael, 
who was three years old at the time, was left at 
home with a nurse The air force finally sent him 
back to California He came to live with my mother 
and father for a period of time 

SENEY And your sister? 

WALSH My older sister, Edith, went to college She's 
just a great person She went to work for 

the Daily News as far back as I can remember She 
is married and has a grown daughter She's a 
grandmother now And she still lives down in Los 
Angeles Actually, it's right on the borderline 
between Glendale and Los Angeles She lives there 
with her husband 

My younger sister, Carol, another great 
person, is married and has three children She 
lives m Big Bear Lake, California [She and her 
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husband have a lodge up there They have two grown 
and married daughters and a son I keep in close 
contact with her by visits and the telephone 
I married the former Joan Bailey, from Minnesota, 
m 1950 We had two sons, Larry, born m 1952, and 
Donovan, born m 1953 My wife passed away m 
1983 j 1 Donovan is married and living m 
Sausalito, and he's the father of You know, 

I'm a grandfather there He's got a one-year-old 
daughter and another seven-year-old daughter by a 
previous wife 

SENEY What does he do’ 

WALSH He's always been involved m the music business 
He always wanted to be a rock star and all that 
kind of stuff He's very good at what he does 
He's got a lot of experience in recording the 
sound end of it, the mechanical end of it, working 
m the studios and things like that He does 
construction work on the side He makes a good 
living and is still in the music business He cut 
a record at one time several years ago I told him 
when he was a lot younger, I said, "What you 
should do is get into selling guitars to people who 
want to be rock stars instead of trying to be one 


bracketed material inserted by Lawrence E Walsh 
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yourself The odds are better and the money's 
better " [Laughter] So he's doing good and he's a 
hard worker, he's a typical, young, energetic go- 
getter and will do all right He was born in 1953 

I guess, so he's thirty-seven years old 
SENEY What about Larry 9 What does he do 9 

WALSH Larry's eighteen months older than his brother 
He's m construction down in Rancho Santa Fe, 
Elsinore and that area He's always been one that 
has wanted to be out in the dry climate area I 

don't know why That's what he likes That's 

plenty dry, Lake Elsinore, in that area You know 
they are doing a lot of building down there, San 
Marcos, and all that area 

SENEY Let me ask you about your military career because 
you were m the naval air corps during World War 

II 

WALSH That's right 

SENEY I take it you enlisted 

WALSH Yes 

SENEY When was that 9 

WALSH That was m 1943, the end of '43, I guess 
SENEY Just when you were old enough 

WALSH Seventeen Yes Right after I turned seventeen in 

1943 I went into boot camp and went to San Diego 
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WALSH And then we took tests for qualifications and I 

wanted to get into the naval air corps, but I was 
too young to go into pilot training or anything 
like that So I went into and qualified for 
aviation ordinance school They sent me to Norman, 
Oklahoma While I was there, I went through 
ordinance school The closest I could get to 
flying was taking the aerial free gunnery course 
where the basic rate is an ordmanceman So I was 
a first class ordmanceman, and they sent me to 
aerial free gunnery which gave me access to radio 
code and radar school After completing all the 
schooling necessarily required to have the rate 
that I had, they sent me to Texas I ended up m 
Brownsville, Texas, with aerial free gunnery 
practice over the gulf of Mexico Brownsville is 
right on the border of Mexico, and there was a base 
there And of course everybody was thinking it 
would sure be great to be transferred to Alameda or 
any place on the west coast, to get with a 
squadron I completed aerial free gunnery and all 
the training there and practice training, and I 
finally was assigned to a carrier aircraft service 
unit, the CASU unit they called it m Hollister, 
California Nobody knew where they were going, but 
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WALSH they said they were going to California I thought 
we were going to go to Alameda, and I thought, 

"Gee, boy, that's great I can finally get home 
after all this time " Because we never did get any 
leaves to go home m all that time I was grateful 
just to get to California A funny thing was, you 
know, here I was a gangly six-footer, at the time, 
probably, six-foot-three, and they said, "Everybody 
that was under five-foot-ten and under, take one 
step forward " That was before we found out where 
we were going So everybody that was f ive-f oot-ten 
stepped forward, and they said, "You people are 
going to be assigned to PBY squadrons, as blister 
gunners " And everybody got assigned a squadron 
"Well," I said, "What about us 7 " They said, "We're 
sending you to CASU unit " And I said, "Well, why 
did we go through all of this training and 
everything else if we're going to end up in a CASU 
unit 7 " And so, you know, they did everything 
backwards m those days All of the guys that I 
knew that were m my group going to school who got 
assigned to PBYs got killed m the war Every 
single one of them I never heard of one that 

didn't get killed m the war that was assigned from 
our group to PBYs 
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PBY is? 

PBY is an air search plane that is a floater plane 
with blisters on it, twin-engine floater plane, 
overhead engines They are very slow moving 
planes, used as an observation plane, but they had 
side blisters with fifty-caliber machine guns on 
them 

Gun turrets 

Well, they weren't turrets They were blisters, we 
called them, because a turret rotates These were 
on the side, blistered, which you could see out of 
It's kind of a difficult thing to explain But 
turret is a half-bubble that rotates around it and 
your guns move up and down That's a turret 
Blister is on the side of the aircraft 

Anyway, I was transferred, I went to Alameda 
and then overnight they sent us in buses to 
Hollister I never had even heard of Hollister 
Of course, when we woke up the next morning, we 
found out we were m a farming town, right off of 
the old 101 [Highway 101], San Juan Bautista, which 
was a little wide spot m the road And I was 
there for quite a while as an ordmanceman I got 
into flying with a squadron taking other guys who 
were with the squadron places because they didn't 
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WALSH want to fly They were getting paid flight skins 
[pay], but they said they could just get out of 
making that tour on one of the flights So I'd 
pick up their flights, see And I got to know this 
Lt Commander Bouveron and I flew with him in place 
of these guys Of course, these guys had had 
plenty of experience as gunners and this was a 
torpedo bomber squadron and a dive-bombing squadron 
which are TBM3s and TBM5s, which is the name of the 
aircraft They are a dive bomber and there were 
other torpedo bombers called SB2Cs which were also 
dive bombers There were two fellows who were 
killed in a motorcycle accident that were with the 
squadron while on liberty They were gunners, 
turret gunners, fifty-caliber machine guns on the 
rear part of a TBM3, which is a dive bomber And 
that's what I was flying in and here I am six-foot- 
three or four, or whatever, wrapped up m a ball 
turret with two fifty-caliber machine guns And we 
were practicing dive bombing I had already gone 
through the gunnery school with the turrets down in 
Brownsville, Texas 


[End of Tape 1, Side A] 
[Begin Tape 1, Side B] 
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WALSH When these two fellows were killed in the accident, 
it created a vacancy in the squadron and I was 
asked by Lt Commander Bouveron if I would like to 
stay with them I immediately jumped at the 
chance, and I was assigned to VT 91 the Torpedo 
Bomber Squadron, that was already formed So I 
thought that was great and all that, but it wasn't 
very long after that they told us were being 
transferred to southern California, Los Alamitos, 
to be exact Los Alamitos was only seventeen miles 
from my home What a great break 1 Boy, what a 
deal 1 And there X was just seventeen miles from 
home We got transferred down there only to be 
there about three or four months and then they 
shipped us overseas 

SENEY Did you get to see some action 9 

WALSH Oh, yes What little action that I did see was m 

the south Pacific We operated out of Pearl Harbor 
as a base I was on the U S S Bennington, which 
was an Essex class aircraft carrier, one of the 
largest carriers built Our squadron was assigned 
to it, and it operated m the south Pacific I 
never got to get involved in anything over Japan or 
Tokyo, even though we were close It was just one 
of those things The war ended while I was over 
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there And then they set us up in mapping on the 
islands because we didn’t have anybody to shoot at 
So we were mapping islands with cameras We 
finally returned back to the United States m the 
first part of 1946 We brought 4,000 Marines home 
with us I had a lot of experiences aboard ship 
that I remember We had crashes aboard the ship, 
planes would snap their hooks and ripped through 
the barriers and went into the gun turrets that 
were on board ship Five-inch gun mounts, and 
things like that There were times we came back 
into Pearl Harbor looking like a floating junkyard 
because we had cracked up our own aircraft on 
landing They would come in with certain parts of 
them shot off, and if it was too bad, why, we would 
just shove them over the side 

SENEY Did you find your military service valuable m any 
way 0 

WALSH Well, yes and no The only real value other than 
doing my bit for what I felt like everybody else 
[you] should do for your country, was the last part 
of it You see, all that training and everything 
we went through, the schooling, the radio code, 
aviation ordinance school, aerial free gunnery and 
radar training school and all that stuff, there was 
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no call for m civilian life So you were really 
at a loss But what I did after the war ended 
while we were over there for the last four or five 
months, I guess it was, we were shooting pictures 
with these K20 cameras out of the gun turrets We 
had mounted those The flfty-caliber machine guns 
were taken out and high tech photographic cameras 
were put in there We were doing this mapping, so 
X got real interested in photography So when I 
got out of the service—and that was April 11, 1946 

SENEY You remember that"* 

WALSH Yes We came back into Oakland and then were sent 
to Treasure Island, San Francisco, and then shipped 
to San Pedro I was discharged from San Pedro Of 
course I got a job, you know, to make a living 
And then I got into photography 

SENEY What did you do 9 

WALSH I went to work for Vernon Lightning Blueprint 
Company They had large blueprint cameras and 
equipment, and they were blueprinting for 
engineering firms and things like that But I 
bought some equipment on the side I bought a 
camera, a four-by-five speed graphic camera, a 
highland flash unit, an enlarger and photo 
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WALSH processing equipment I put a darkroom in my 
father's and mother's garage I went into the 
sideline business of doing aerial photography and 
industrial photography And to a certain extent I 
knew how to fly But I needed a license for aerial 
photography So I enrolled m Compton Air College 
to get my pilot's license, you know, for flying 
around doing aerial photography and those things 1 
I remember once when I was out in Norwalk, and 
in those days Norwalk was out in the tules I had 
a contract to take aerial photos of a large fuel 
storage tank farm There I was hanging out of the 
open side cockpit of a Piper Cub aircraft, shooting 
pictures with no one to steer the plane Some jobs 
are hazardous 1 Commercial and industrial 
photography was what I was doing, and I was taking 
action pictures for the newspapers on the side, 
including The Daily Signal , to make extra money and 
try to build up some business 

One thing led to another and I met a fellow 
named Jerry Williams, who was m the scrap steel 
business He was a very energetic person, a real 
go-getter I contracted with him to photograph the 


7 0n Pages 22 through 27, Mr Walsh made changes in the order 
of the material but not m its substance He also removed six 
pages of material dealing with his early business career 
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movement of a new hydraulic press built for his new 
plant m South Gate, California, next to the 
General Motors plant This unit weighed over 300 
tons and was moved four miles south on Alameda 
Street by special low-bed trucks To take the 
photos required a helicopter It was a "one time 
only" series of pictures There was no way you 
could get another chance to photograph it again 
once it was moved I got great pictures of a 
machine that would crush a complete automobile body 
into a 600 to 1,000 pound bale of metal in seconds 
This was the largest hydraulic baling press in the 
United States Jerry was a major supplier to 
Bethlehem Steel and other steel companies for scrap 
materials, baled and prepared material In fact, 
he shipped a lot of scrap steel later on to Japan 
by the boat loads 

SENEY Do you still fly? 

WALSH No I haven't flown by myself I have flown a lot 
commercially and have flown in piloted private 
planes, but I quit flying as a pilot when my 
brother was killed in that air crash in 1948 
because of my parents' concern 

I got to know Jerry Williams pretty well when 
I was finishing the photo contract with him He 
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was quite a character In fact, they wrote a book 
about him and his life He was one of the largest 
scrap steel dealers in the United States When I 
finished the photo project, he said, "Come on Go 
to Las Vegas with us " That started a series of 
trips to Vegas that lasted for several years He 
had a friend named Kirk Kerkonan whom he 
introduced me to He was in the surplus aircraft 
business The three of us would fly over to Vegas 
in Kirk's private twin-engine Beechcraft, and they 
would gamble all night, I mean, m the big money 
One-hundred-dollar chips and all that They would 
either win a lot or lose a lot The amounts were 
out of my league I was a silver dollar, five 
dollar chip, or tops, a twenty-five dollar chip 
The first time I had ever seen a hundred dollar 
bill was when I was with those guys We would make 
at least one or two trips to Vegas a week m those 
days 

Jerry got me interested in the steel business, 
suggesting that I approach large construction and 
supply companies to buy surplus equipment and 
structural surplus steel when jobs were completed 
He would back me with the money, which would take a 
lot for a tonnage purchase, up m the thousands 
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The first buy I made was with Monolith Portland 
Cement Company up in Tehachapi, California It 
consisted of over a thousand tons of usable steel 
The money I made in one month was more than I had 
made in a year m the photography business So I 
guess you know why I went into the steel and 
equipment buying business Jerry really got me 
started He also used to back Kirk Kerkonan with 
money to buy aircraft Kirk bought a wrecked four- 
engine Constellation in England and brought it over 
here on a ship He had it rebuilt into a cargo 
plane He obtained a government cargo contract and 
that, I am told, is how he started 
Transinternational Airlines 
SENEY He's a very wealthy individual now 
WALSH He's a billionaire now I talked to him not too 
long ago, we keep in touch Every time I pick up 
the business section of a newspaper, I read about 
some multimillion dollar deal that he is putting 
together He traded sides of the crap table and 
became the builder and owner of some of the largest 
hotel casinos m Las Vegas and Reno He also owned 
and controlled Western Airlines, the International 
Hotel, the Flamingo Hotel the M G M Hotel and 
studios I could go on and on, the guy has had 
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great success Though I was never in any business 
dealings with him Because of my association with 
Jerry, we just became good friends Going to 
lunches together and running back and forth to Las 
Vegas over a period of years, just good friends 
His brother, Nish Kerkorian, and I became good 
friends, too 

SENEY How did you get into the construction equipment 
business 7 

WALSH Well, while dealing with the contractors for Jerry, 
I became more interested m heavy equipment and got 
to know the contractors, and I started buying 
pieces that could be reconditioned for resale So 
I became more and more involved with heavy 
equipment by dealing with construction companies 
such as Morrison-Knudsen Co , Guy F Atkinson Co , 
Peter Kiewit Co , Gordon Ball, and numerous others 
These companies constructed large dams, power 
plants, bridges and highways so they always had a 
large amount of surplus equipment at the completion 
of a project 

SENEY These are large construction companies Is that 
when you started the Walsh Equipment Company 7 
Yes I needed a storage yard and office to work 
out of then, so I rented a place on Atlantic 
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Boulevard in the city of South Gate right down the 
street from Mornson-Knudsen' s place of business 
I got to be very well connected with them Harry 
Morrison who had his mam office in Boise, Idaho, 
became a very good friend Once you had a good 
relationship with Mornson-Knudsen, you were 
recommended to and accepted by all the other big 
contractors I was introduced to Mr Morrison by 
Ed King who was their purchasing agent I worked 
with Ed buying, selling and brokering heavy pieces 
of equipment on a commission basis, caterpillar 
bulldozers, thirty and forty yard dirt scrapers, 
all sizes including 200 ton lift cranes, dragline 
and shovel cranes, 100 ton Euclid bottom dirt dumps 
and all other kinds of equipment that was on a big 
project 

Ed gave me my first big break I had sold a 
piece of equipment that I had taken in on a trade 
on another piece of equipment, and I came out with 
a piece of money that I put down on a spread of 
equipment up m Fresno Ed says, "I'll sell you 
all this for $35,000 " And I said, "I don't have 
that kind of money, but I'll put $2,500 down on it 
and pay the rent on the storage on it Could you 
go until I sell it 9 ” He said, "You've got it " It 
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was about 1,000 ton of tunnel rail, came out of 
Mammoth Pool's tunnel 30 b They were in joint 
venture m a yard up there m Fresno, liquidating 
the equipment and all the stuff off of the Mammoth 
Pools dam that Mornson-Knudsen was the prime 
contractor on The tunnel was a joint venture with 
Utah Construction So I was running back and forth 
to Fresno, moving this tunnel rail And I sold a 
lot of it to the county of San Bernardino for flood 
control They drive it in the ground and put 
landing mat and stuff like that in between it to 
keep the flood waters from coming down the channels 
from the mountains I made a lot of money off of 
it And that's what really started the Walsh 
Equipment Company It really was 

Gave you capital 

Gave me that working capital that I needed to 
really get started, and I worked hard to do it I 
was running back and forth day and night driving 
back and forth between Fresno I had trucks moving 
between Fresno and San Bernardino, Etiwanda Do 
you know Highway 10 where Etiwanda crosses it’ I 
had it all delivered to a prison camp up there, and 
the County of San Bernardino used prisoners to do 
the installation of this stuff So it was a very 
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difficult thing It took a month and a half or two 

months to do it And the grind It was one 

of those things where you made a lot of money And 
so one thing led to another with Mornson-Knudsen 

SENEY Was this a pretty good business' 3 Lucrative 
business' 3 

WALSH Yes, but it takes big money I was the only 
equipment dealer that Mornson-Knudsen would 
consign their equipment to Some of the equipment 
prices were astronomical and there was no way I 
could lay out that kind of money for inventory It 
also cost a bundle to recondition them for resale, 
which under our agreement, I undertook As the 
business grew, I needed more space and facilities 
to accommodate the operation, shop buildings for 
painting and reconditioning, more office space for 
employees and a bigger yard for display I 
obtained a ten-year lease on a big yard, about two 
acres down on Firestone Boulevard in the city of 
Downey I built a large new office building, shop 
and parts building, a large concrete steam cleaning 
rack and all the other facilities that were needed 
Within a year, along with the heavy used equipment 
I acquired four new manufactured equipment sales 
accounts as a dealer Massey-Ferguson industrial 
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tractors, backhoes and loaders, Chicago pneumatic 

compressors, Allis-Chalmers crawler tractors and 

Mack off-road-end dump trucks 

You must have had a lot of money tied up 

All the money I could beg, borrow or earn I even 

hocked our family home But with a lot of hard 

work and good faith, it paid off With ten or 

twelve employees we built it into a three-plus 

million dollar a year gross sales business 

Let's go back a little You joined the Huntington 

Park Jaycees [Junior Chamber of Commerce] 

Yes That was back in 1957 There was a cafe 
where all the business and political people would 
meet, Clifford's Cafeteria in Huntington Park— 
Jerry Williams, Ted Sandroff, Bob Mason and all 
those guys Earl Kisby, Fred Riley And we would 
have coffee in the morning, about seven o'clock and 
that started our day It was always conversation 
around a round table in Clifford's Cafeteria, at 
the front table There were always politicians 
there The mayor of Huntington Park at that time, 
the city councilman Frank Bonelli used to come in 
there, who was 

L A County supervisor 


[End of Tape 1, Side B] 
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WALSH Yes There was always somebody around the round 
table m the mornings that was involved m local 
politics, like Frank Bonelli I don't remember 
whether he was an assemblyman at the time or 
whether he was Los Angeles County Supervisor 1 , but 
that's where he came from, Huntington Park They 
would all come down for coffee, you know, in the 
mornings 

SENEY We're talking now about 1955, 1956 and 1957 
somewhere m there 

WALSH Yes, well, it was before that, too We used to 
hang out there probably from 1952 on up It was 
just a natural place It was a nice restaurant, a 

cafeteria-style cafe In fact, the guy that owned 

it, Clifford, was a guy who worked and managed 

WALSH Clifton's Cafeteria in downtown Los Angeles, and 
that's where he got his training Then he opened 
up his own restaurant in Huntington Park So 
anyway, then the old "spit and gossip club" was 
there, around the famous round table, each with his 
personalized coffee cups I was younger than all 
of them, and everybody said, "You ought to get into 


Member, California Assembly, November 10, 1952 - June 4, 

1958, when he was elected to the Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors 
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WALSH politics You would make a good leader Well, we 
ought to run you for city council or something " 

Of course, that was a joke to me and so m 
1957, I guess it was, Chief of Police Henry Fertig 
was there He was the Chief of Police of 
Huntington Park I was talking with him one 
morning We knew each other very well, and he 
says, "You ought to get into the Huntington Park 
Jaycees, you'd make a good candidate for the 
Huntington Park Jaycees " And it was something I 
could get involved in for leadership training I 
was married and had two children, and I had bought 
a home in Huntington Park I was working to build 
the Walsh Equipment Company up little by little I 
felt that I could do something for my community, so 
I joined the Jaycees, and that's what Jaycees is 
all about—training It's really a basic community 

training program for young men 

But that's where I ran into political 
factions OK So what happened was, I did it in a 
businesslike manner Every year that we had a 
community fair down there, they seemed to come up 
with about anywhere from $1,200 to $1,800 profit 
after a full week's work What happened to the 
money or how they managed it and how they did it 
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was not that successful But they thought it was 
successful at the time And when I got through 
with it, by my management, I came out with 
something like almost $8,000 profit in one week 
That m turn was used to move the little old Jaycee 
office we had over on Clarendon Avenue, behind the 
bank, over to the Chamber of Commerce's office on 
Gage Avenue, and take up part of their building and 
remodel it [That] put us m a complete new 
bracket and also financed sending our president 
back to Buffalo, New York, for the United States 
Jaycee Convention 

SENEY And raised your prestige considerably 

WALSH Oh, yes So everybody got the idea that, "Hey, he 
knows what he's doing when it comes to managing 
something " So, Kellogg, who was then mayor, was 
at the roundtable one morning, says, "You know, we 
need people like you in city government How would 
you like to be a Planning Commissioner 7 " So I 
says, "Yes, I would enjoy being involved and 
contributing something to the city that I was born 
and raised in " 

SENEY That was m 1958 7 

WALSH Right So I became a planning commissioner with 
the Planning and Zoning Commission for a little 



34 


WALSH over three years, and it was one of my ideas while 
working with the Planning Commission to modernize 
and progress the city of Huntington Park We were 
in competition with Norwalk and the big shopping 
center they were building down there Downey was 
also building a big shopping center Huntington 
Park was a main drag with stores on each side of 
the street, a wide street, with retail stores on 
each side of the street It was an older town, and 
the J streetcar used to come right down the middle 
of it from Los Angeles, and it was a very good 
shopping center 

So all of a sudden we're in competition with 
new, upcoming shopping centers on forty acres of 
ground, with parking and everything else And 
parking was one of the biggest problems we had 
because all we had was slant parking on the street 
I instituted in the Planning and Zoning Commission 
the buying up of these old two-story houses that 
were on the next street over, on the east and west 
side of Pacific Boulevard, that backed up against 
these stores that fronted Pacific Boulevard I 
talked the city council into buying these houses as 
they came up and redoing them into parking, and 
then dressing up the back of the stores, so that 
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you can enter into them, just because it was m 
competition with the malls I said, "If we don't 
provide parking, we aren't going to have any 
shopping center " So they did that You could buy 
houses like that for $22,000, $23,000, $25,000 and 
tear them down and put m a parking lot 

So that was a progressive thing I fought for 
and finally got them going on it It was one of 
the things at that time that saved Huntington Park 
from the competition Stonewood Shopping Center 
was being built out in Downey, right on Firestone 
and Lakewood Boulevard And in Norwalk they had 
that big shopping center down there that they were 
subdividing around So that was our competition 
We provided off-street parking to match that of our 
competition 

SENEY Did that turn out to be pretty successful 7 

WALSH Oh, yes It's there today And we bought I don't 

know how many lots and razed houses on them They 
were old houses, built in the twenties and 
thirties, and, like I say, you could buy them and 
put in parking behind the stores on each side of 
the boulevard 


SENEY 


There's a good deal of activity, obviously, from 
the material you gave me, all kinds of 
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And then I chaired the celebrity parties for 
the parades That's a very interesting thing 
There’s a guy named Don Bidnick that was a very 
effective person in the Jaycees He ran the news 
media of the Jaycees, called "The Bull Sheet," and 
it was very good In fact, that news, it was just 
a four-page news What do you call it 7 

News release 7 

Not a release It was our 
Newsletter 

Newsletter, that came out every month about what 
was happening with the Jaycees, and it took the 
award m the United States for the best publication 
for Jaycee newsletters from all over the United 
States He was really good at that The city of 
Huntington Park had a float m the Rose Parade and 
that float cost us about $15,000 a year What was 
Huntington Park to the whole United States 
publicity-wise 7 People back east would look at the 
Rose Parade on television and here’s the city of 
Huntington Park Well, who’s Huntington Park 7 So 
Don and I and Chuck Plum, who was a Huntington Park 
city cop, got together and said, "If we can get 
that money for the float for the Rose Parade and 
put it into the Christmas Lane parade and get it on 
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WALSH TV to be broadcast in Los Angeles so that everybody 
in Los Angeles will know where Huntington Park is, 
that is more important than the Rose parade " We 
were interested m bringing business into 
Huntington Park and this was a way to do it—the 
Christmas Lane parade 

We slipped around to each councilman and said, 
"Well, we got So-and-So to back us, if you'll back 
us, we'll get it " And they said, "If you'll go, 
they'll go " [Laughter] We finally got three 
votes together and then we picked up the other two 
because we had three votes to get it in, to 
transfer the money into the Huntington Park Jaycees 
for the purpose of publicizing Huntington Park on 
television with the Christmas Lane Parade, which 
the Jaycees started before my time It was just a 
parade We made arrangements, I believe it was 
Channel 5 at that time, it was all black and white 
TV in those days We were going to cover it with 
television, and it was going to be a two-hour 
parade 

So we had all of the bands, and it really was 
one of the best parades there was You see them 
around now after that, but they were all patterned 
after ours They got it on television, and it was 
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really a great success Of course, the city 
councilmen got to ride in it, the mayor and the 
city council and the local dignitaries You always 
have that But we captivated or captured the 
interest of the people that were in the 
entertainment business, movie stars, that we made 
grand marshal Now when I chaired the Jaycee 
Christmas parade I had Oh, what's her name 7 

I had a picture of her, the one that was killed m 
that terrible automobile accident 
Jayne Mansfield 7 

Yes Jayne Mansfield This was before she married 
Mickey Hargatay She was going big Anyway, so I 
asked her to be grand marshal of our parade because 
it would be on television and it was great 
exposure We had a pre-parade party, where we 
would keep the celebrities hidden out at a local 
restaurant We would take over the restaurant and 
hide them out until the parade was ready to go and 
lined up, and then we would put them m their 
respective places or cars We had a number of 
celebrities, and one was always the grand marshal, 
someone that was very popular So I had Jayne 
Mansfield as our grand marshal, and I picked her up 
at her home in Beverly Hills 
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We became good friends In fact, I had a dog 
that was a pedigree, a Schnauzer, [Inaudible] She 
had a lot of dogs and cats She had a menagerie of 
dogs and cats up at her house, which she was highly 
criticized for, taking them to hotels and stuff 
over the years, she was nuts about animals We had 
one of these pedigree Weinerschnitzels, you know, 
and for her wedding gift, I gave her a pup of his 
when he was bred with a pedigree female She 
wanted that dog m the worst way 

Anyway, then we had an after-parade party So 
all of the people in Hollywood found out about it 
They were treated with the royal treatment When 
they had the Hollywood parade, they'd throw them m 
the Greyhound bus depot and give them a cup of 
coffee until they got into their cars to go down 
Hollywood Boulevard and that was it Well the 
Huntington Park parade had class A pre-parade 
cocktail social gathering and an after-parade party 
which included all of the food, salad bar and 
everything else you could think of, smorgasbord and 
refreshments and everything else And they thought 
that was the greatest thing there was And so the 
news traveled from word of mouth It got all over 
Hollywood, between the celebrities, so we could get 
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anybody we wanted for the grand marshal and to 
participate m the parade So it became very 
popular And then we got the broadcasting 
companies arguing over, fighting to get the two- 
hour spread on it every Christmas So they were 
competing to get it because it was very popular 
Channel 7, Channel 5, Channel 11 So we created 
that 

In the meantime, I am having problems with Mr 
[George] Beller, who is now the mayor of Huntington 
Park He wanted to influence me with who is going 
to be the next president of the Jaycees I was 
supposed to become president I was vice president 
and I didn't have the time to do it So he was 
still trying to run the Jaycees As a former 
president of the Jaycees—there were little 
factions, you know—his group was trying to run the 
Jaycees from the mayor's seat So he said, "We're 
going to put this Mike Manaconi m as president " 

I said, "Well, not as far as I am concerned I 
won't endorse him " He was kind of He was 

all right, but it was an inside political thing, a 
faction, you know I said, "There are other people 
who are more qualified And I don't think that 
this one faction will go for it " Well, we got 
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into a little bit of an argument about it Of 
course, he’s the mayor of the city and I'm a 
planning commissioner for a little over three 
years 

So this is how I got into politics Later he 
set me up with a little bit of a roust one night 
with two Huntington Park police officers After a 
Jaycee social function my wife and I were going 
home and I was stopped for speeding, which I wasn’t 
doing And I got into a little bit of a hassle in 
court And, of course, in court I proved that I 
wasn’t speeding I won’t go into that It took a 
bit of doing, but I did it And so I got irritated 
at the guy If you’re going to do this, how can 
you even bother with this kind of stuff on who is 
going to be president of the Jaycees^ You're the 
mayor of Huntington Park This is petty politics 
And so we got into it and he wanted my resignation 
from the City Planning and Zoning Commission 
SENEY Let me stop you here because there is a dispute 

over a church zoning on the planning commission in 
1961 St Matthias Church wanted to have a school 


WALSH 


St Matthias, that's right But that had 
nothing to do with the problem between the mayor 
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and myself concerning the Jaycees 
SENEY St Matthias wanted to have a school The six 

members on the planning commission You were 

all tied, three to three 

WALSH No There are six members plus the commissioner, 
seven 

SENEY The press reports there were only six of you at the 
time on the Planning Commission and there was a 
reorganization of the Planning Commission 
WALSH That 1 s where it came about 
SENEY And you lost your seat 

WALSH No Wait a minute That's what I was leading up 
to There were actually seven members to the 
Planning Commission, six members and a 
commissioner, who was Don Smith Smith was a very 
close friend of George Beller's, they worked 
together very closely George Beller was a 
veterinarian, a business which he inherited from 
his father and for which he was very well 
qualified But he was very close to Planning 
Commissioner Don Smith, who was a real estate 
appraiser and a very sharp person But there was a 
little political faction there What happened was, 
this situation came up and I instigated the votes 
to go ahead and let the Catholic church build a 
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main church there, the new church, compared to the 
old wooden church over on Belgrave Avenue which was 
falling down and tattered, from the twenties when 
it was built In fact I went to that church when I 
was a kid But they had built this new church and 
had this property behind it It had to be rezoned 
because it was R-l and it had to be rezoned to 
build the school there So we did it I was very 
influential in getting the votes to do it 

Well Beller just figured, this is one more 
reason Well, we'll just get rid of Larry Walsh 
one way or the other So after this little court 
thing that I went through, I finally told him, 
"Mayor, I want to tell you something By law there 
is no way you can get rid of me as a planner I am 
appointed for four years By law, you cannot fire 
me or disenfranchise me I'll tell you how you can 
get rid of me legally, if that’s what you want to 
do It will probably take you six months to do, 
but I’ll tell you the legal way to do it " Because 
I had checked this out with the Secretary of State 
I said, "What you have to do is dissolve the 
Planning Commission of seven members and then 
reappoint five ” 


You have to take an uneven number 
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WALSH to break a tie vote I said, "Then reappoint five 
and not reappoint me That's the only way you can 
do it " 

One of the things he tried was to get 
everybody on the commission to ]om m a mass 
resignation And I said, "I won't resign If 
these guys want to resign, let them resign I 
don't care I won't resign I am appointed for 
four years " So that really irritated him I had 
to tell him how to do it And by golly, he went 
ahead and did it I said, "You have to file for 
dissolutionment of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission under state law and start all over 
again And then you just don't reappoint me " So 
now that he knew what to do, that's what he said he 
would do I said, "OK It will take you time " 

And it took him up to just about a month before 
my term was up What he wanted me to do was come 
up there and hand him my badge because they gave us 
little identification badges of the city as a 
planning commissioner, which I still have m my 
possession See, he wanted me to hand m my badge 
So I purposely didn't have it on me that night I 
knew what was coming So I thought "Well, if 
that's the way he wants to play, to me that's not 



45 


SENEY 

WALSH 

SENEY 

WALSH 


SENEY 

WALSH 


junior chamber unity and that’s not what I was 
trained for I don't like this type of 

[Inaudible] The way to handle this guy is to run 

against him m the next election and defeat him " 

He was still mayor at the next election, which I 
think was in April 

Wasn't he removed as mayor because he 
instigated an investigation of Chief Fertig 7 
Yes He was impeached by the City Council 
For some matter 

I was told that was because he prematurely exposed 
confidential information concerning a personnel 
matter to a close friend of his who was employed by 
The Daily Signal newspaper 

That came later 

But my whole situation was OK, he's mayor of the 
city of Huntington Park I started a campaign in 
the first of the year I think it was m December 
that I was dismissed from the Planning and Zoning 
[Commission] I wasn't reappointed But everybody 
knew what was going on Anybody who "was in the 
know" in Huntington Park knew what was going on 
So I really campaigned I spent about—m those 
days it was a lot of money—about $3,000 or so I 
put on a Jaycee campaign, how I learned it m the 
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Jaycees I used the techniques that I learned in 
the Jaycees, and I defeated him I had the most 
votes at that time other than Kellogg, who was 
retained 

SENEY Who was the only incumbent retained Beller was 
defeated by you, according to the vote 
WALSH Yes Beller was defeated by me and Mackey was 
defeated by Martin Jackson 
[End of Tape 2, Side A] 
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2, November 1, 1990] 

Side A] 

We were talking last time about your election and 
council member Beller, who was mayor, and his 
conflict with Chief Fertig If you could tell me 
some more about that, I would appreciate it 
Well, there was another faction there between 
certain members of the city council, headed up by 
Councilman Beller, who was mayor at the time And 
just an irritation between the Police Department 
and C Henry Fertig, the Chief of Police, their 
personalities just clashed And so there was an 
accusation that the chief had some kind of a 
wrongdoing or something that clouded his position 
as chief so 

Could you be more specific about that 7 In the 
news clipping you gave me the matter was referred 
by Beller, who was mayor at the time, to the 
district attorney The district attorney 
investigated and found no basis for whatever the 
accusation was, but none of the material was 
specific about what the accusation was Do you 
recall what he was being accused of 7 
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I think that there was an indication that he was 
involved m, accused of condoning prostitution in 
the city of Huntington Park at a local place over 
on the west side And I think there was another 
police officer that was involved in it, and they 
tried to implicate Chief Fertig The district 
attorney, after a considered investigation, found 
that there was no connection, Beller was trying to 
implicate Chief Fertig Fertig didn't have 
anything to do with it 

Did this conflict with Fertig make Beller 
vulnerable m the next election, the one m which 
you ran and won 9 

No, not that much because there was a separation 
there between the Police Department and the city 
council that widened it further What I learned 
in the Jaycees about campaigning and my 
determination to 

You're smiling when you say that 

Well, that's where I got my training, m the 
Huntington Park Junior Chamber of Commerce When 
you look at it in that retrospect it's a 
situation that here Mayor Beller, who was the one 
that was the President of the Huntington Park 
Jaycees and then on to city council and then on to 
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mayor, and still trying to run the Jaycees The 
training I got from the Jaycees, it was ironic, 
but that's how I defeated him I just said, 

"Well, the way to take care of him is to run 
against him and defeat him " And that's exactly 
what I did 

Tell me about that campaign 

Oh, it was a great campaign I spent about $3,000 
but the whole campaign was a series of fighting, 
not just getting your name out, which I did and 
identification, because I was born and raised in 
Huntington Park, but I was also a target of the 
Huntington Park Daily Signal A person that was 
the political editor, Tom Goff, was a close friend 
of Beller’s, and Beller played the newspapers 
against me You have seen in some of the news 
clippings, how Goff attacked me right up until the 
last day There's a news clipping in there, and 
we 

Well, let me refer to that, as a matter of 
fact, because you sent a letter out to city 
employees indicating that there had been some 
dispute over their salary and you were going to 
support their salary m the future and so forth, 
and he alludes to that letter and says that two 
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councilmen didn't vote against a pay increase for 
city workers, but against a pay increase proposal 
because it didn't cover all city employees The 
implication of the article is that you probably 
don't have any business running for city council 
And I take it that this was Beller-mspired 
This is right Beller was very closely related 
with Tom Goff and he always played the newspapers, 
so that was the biggest battle I had Because the 
Daily Signal was all over Huntington Park and the 
southeast area and, you know, they were supposed 
to be the last word in the news media 
So this was a big obstacle 

Oh, yes Prior to the Tuesday election, as 
usual, Tom Goff comes out with his 
recommendations, or the Daily Signal comes out 
with their personal recommendations, and 
naturally, I was not one of them And he attacked 
me personally in his column, and we had a letter 
all ready for him We capped it with "Goff 
goofed " And that’s in my scrapbook, if you read 
that, we can elaborate on that if you want to, by 
reading it I can't remember all of it 
Did you ever make peace with these people later in 
your political career 9 


SENEY 
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Oh, yes Most people feel that all's fair in 
love, war and politics, but Beller dropped out of 
politics and moved out of the area 

Well, you were the high spender in that race You 
spent $2,851 38 
That's right 

Where did that money come from 9 

Well, I was m business I had the Walsh 

Equipment Company 

Was it mostly your own money 9 

Yes, it was all my own money Local campaigning, 
there was no fund raisers or anything like that 
I asked Councilman [Al] Horton, who was neither a 
friend nor an enemy of Beller's, but he was kind 
of a "off to one side," an attorney, who said what 
he thought and didn't particularly care who heard 
it "How much money do you think it will take to 
really do a good job of campaigning and really to 
win this election 9 " He said, "If you really work 
hard and put your money in the right places and 
utilize it with common sense, it will probably 
take upwards to $3,000 to really win it " And 
that's exactly what I counted on, and I spent 
almost $3,000, as you well know 
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And m that race, you came out number one, with 
2,326 votes Beller had 2,268 and you were 
endorsed by the Huntington Park Democratic Club 
Yes They were good, local hard workers and Treva 
Gronebeck, she was president of it, and my sister- 
in-law, Monica Bailey, she was the treasurer, and 
they were really a local deep roots Democratic 
Club that I belonged to They had been around for 
a long time and they knew what was going on inside 
of the city council They knew what was going on, 
they knew who were the factions that were there, 
and they were blue-collar working people 
Did you enjoy the campaign 7 

Oh, yes I've done a lot of it It is a lot of 
work If you are sincere about what you're doing, 
it's a lot of work to keep at it There's no 
giving up or no sitting down until the vote comes 
m, whether it's on a local campaign or a state 
district campaign or a statewide campaign 
Do you think you're pretty good at campaigning 7 
Well, it's a poor dog that don't wag his own tail, 
I'll tell you Yes, I think I am In 

fact, with the experience I've had, I could have 
probably gone on m politics and campaigned more 
and done more things You know, you get to a 
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point in life where you say, "I've done enough " 

I want to live for myself a little bit 
Let me go back to the city council How did you 
find the city council when you finally became a 
member 9 Do you remember your first impressions 
your first meetings 9 

Yes We met Tuesday nights Of course, prior to 
that I had been on the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and I was acquainted with night 
meetings, and I had been on the board of the 
Jaycees prior to that So you get used to 
parliamentary procedure and Roberts' Rules and 
things would come up, I was very independent on 
voting and listening to proposals and arguments 
You get into that and it's part of your life 

The biggest part of the situation of politics 
is factions, instead of acting as a group I 
always felt that when factions present themselves, 
it's not for the good of the people as a whole I 
don't care what it's in If it's m religion, 
it's not a good thing to have factions Or in the 
Boy Scouts, or any place else When you get 
factions, you've got one side opposing the other 
side m a group and whether it's politics or 
religion or anything else, it's a dividing 
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situation And, of course, everybody's got their 
opinions, and everybody wants to express 
themselves, and that was one of the things I 
learned very quickly in the Jaycees and the 
Planning Commission and the city council is that 
you've got to listen to both sides of the thing to 
try to make a determining, a determining 

A determination 

Yes, a determination of what is right, who 
it's going to benefit, how it's going to affect 
those as a whole And that's one of the reasons 
why I wanted to run for state office There were 
certain things I thought were unfair and certain 
things I thought were not for the benefit of the 
people They were self-enterprising for people 
who could get things done the way they wanted 
Did you find a big difference between the city 
council and the Planning and Zoning Board 9 
Oh, yes With the Planning and Zoning Board you 
are dealing with properties and real estate and 
changes of zones and certain laws that affect 
building and things like that And in the city 
council you are dealing with not just those, you 
are taking the recommendations of the different 
commissions, analyzing those and determining what 
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would be in the best interests of the people 
There are some issues that I wanted to ask you 
about during the time when you were both a member 
of the council and mayor One was Patriotic Hall, 
which was the meeting place and badly m need of 
replacement, and you were active m that campaign 
Yes We had this big park down on Florence Avenue 
and Salt Lake Avenue I forget how many acres it 
was It was something like forty or fifty acres 
It used to be an old dump when I was a child And 
they filled it in and it was a sand pit It was 
where the old Los Angeles River bed used to flow 
years ago, and they dug it out for the sand And 
then the city got a hold of it and made it a dump 
and then they filled it up and they made a park 
out of it And it's a nice park 

But this facility was promised to the people 
way before I ever ran for city council, I was 
always m favor of it The people that I was 
involved with on the city council and on the 
Planning and Zoning Commission were always trying 
to get this facility put together Because we had 
no real good meeting place for people to have 
meetings I figured if you're going to spend 
money m other directions and tax people for other 
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things, I think recreation is a big thing, too 
And I fought for it and I got criticized Even 
Mayor Kellogg, when he was mayor—he was the one 
who appointed me to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission—even Mayor Kellogg was opposed to it 
And he didn't think that we should spend the money 
and all that 

It was nearly $300,000—$287,000 and some change 
Right I thought it was good and it was for the 
benefit of the people and their children And so 
I pursued it 

You even cut him off sort of peremptorily, some 
thought At least the press reported it that way 
m one of the meetings when you used your power of 
the gavel as mayor Do you recall that 7 
I don't recall it There's a faint hint there, 
but if I remember Well, I knew 

parliamentary procedure and I knew I could gavel 
them out and I knew the way to do it And once m 
a while, I would do it If you're going to be 
mayor, be mayor 

You recognized a knowledge of parliamentary 
procedure as being one of the important tools you 
use m getting your way, let's say 


SENEY 
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If you're going to go by the rules of the book, 
you go by the rules of the book If you don't 
know the rules of the book, like some of the 
people who were on the city council, they lose 
That's all That's what the rules are for So at 
times I would invoke a parliamentary procedure 
rule m order to call for the question, or end the 
debate, and call for the question Because some 
people will try to talk an issue to death and they 
figure the longer they talk about it, the more 
they are going to sway your mind, or sway the mind 
of the other councilmen So you give them ample 
time, equal time for everybody, and when they push 
it too hard, you use the gavel 

Some other things were going on There were some 
riots and the police were put on twelve-hour 
shifts, this preceded the Watts riots [August, 
1965] 

Yes The Watts riots were when I was mayor, and 

and Huntington Park police were put on 
twelve-hour shifts 

That's right And I was mayor of the city at the 
time, and Chief Fertig and I went patrolling m an 
unmarked car the night the riots began It was 
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really bad You almost thought you were on a 
movie set We were over in the Florence area 
See, Florence and Watts are almost contiguous to 
Huntington Park Alameda Street is kind of the 
dividing line, and that's mostly industrial m 
there They set off the White Front Store, the 
fires were two hundred feet in the air, the 
flames We went down Florence Avenue to Compton 
Avenue and down Compton Avenue towards Watts and 
it was a mess We cruised for about two hours 
There were carloads of Los Angeles County Sheriffs 
and we went to the sheriff's substation and it 
looked like a movie scene There were police on 
the roofs of the sheriff's station with Browning 
automatic rifles and everything else They were 
bringing people in and out of there, sending them 
downtown m carloads, people who were noting or 
bombing or fire-bombing houses with Molotov 
cocktails 

Here's what I did Alameda Street had this 
enormous set of railroad tracks that go clear down 
to the harbor from downtown Los Angeles There 
are three or four sets of them—Southern Pacific 
So I went back to the mayor's office m Huntington 
Park and I contacted the Southern Pacific and got 
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them to switch empty boxcars all the way down 
Alameda Street at every intersection And we had 
several intersections there, Slauson Avenue, Santa 
Fe came in there somewhere and then Slauson 
Avenue They crossed over the tracks It was 
kind of like a divider It's an industrial 
divider between the Watts area and south Los 
Angeles area and also the Florence district, and 
they were just burning up everything So we put 
boxcars at every intersection all the way down 
into Compton That kept the traffic from coming 
over 


There were three or four incidents of Molotov 
cocktails, and a couple of garages were burnt on 
the east side of Alameda in the Huntington Park 
area, but to keep the traffic from driving back 
and forth, we put these boxcars in there and left 
them there, and blocked them That was at the 
height of the not That was m 1965 So it was 
quite a bad scene I just couldn't believe it 
when I saw it Chief Fertig and I cruised the 
whole area You just couldn't believe what was 
going on there Carloads of sheriffs, four in 
each car with shotguns and helmets on We saw 
hundreds of them and it was really a tragic thing, 
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too I have never seen anything like it m my 
life It was just 

It frightened the whole area 
Oh, yes, it was terrible They burned down 
everything You'd see these fires all over the 
place and they were breaking windows In the 
Florence area they smashed the windows with bricks 
and looted the stores You couldn't stop them 
Sheriff cars were all around and police were all 
around, and you couldn't stop them There were so 
many It was really a not I have never 
witnessed one before and I never want to witness 
one again In fact, I carried some bills on that, 
as you well know 

Yes I have some notes on that I'd like to talk 
about that later when we talk about legislation in 
the senate There were one or two other things 
that I wanted to ask you about, other kinds of 
issues that you were involved as a member of the 
city council 

Parking was a big one 
It always is, isn't it 9 

Well, yes, as I mentioned before, I think I told 
you about when I was on the Planning and Zoning 


Commission 
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One of the things that got my attention was that 
you had issued a proclamation asking for a ban on 
liquor for the Christmas parties 
Yes We had some devastating accidents and at 
some of these social functions people were kind of 
loose on drinking and driving at the time And of 
course, we didn't have MADD [Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving] The drinking and driving wasn't so 
predominant It was an offense If a person was 
arrested for drinking and driving, they would take 
him to jail and book him and keep him in there for 
two or three hours and turn him loose and fine him 
$100 And that was the thing Or a lot of times 
they would stop a car and give a ticket for 
whatever the offense was and they might put HBD on 
the ticket, which stood for "had been drinking " 

So they didn't push it as hard as they have done 
in recent years with MADD 

Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving, which Cindy 
[Lightner], whatever her name is, that started it 
I remember it, but I can't think of it 
There was also a controversy over the SCAG 
(Southern California Association of Government), 
Huntington Park originally joined it and then 
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WALSH That was an organization that we had a discussion 
on at the city council It was a conglomeration 
of people who wanted to get control of government 
or become an authority of governments You have 
people that do that And they say, well, let's 
start this and we'll get them going and we'll 
become a threat to them if they don't join us 
So, it was the Southern California Association of 
Governments So they took all of the different 
cities, by title only, they just gave themselves a 
title and it was almost kind of a blackmail thing 
to get you to join They send you an invitation 
to join for so much money, I think it was $100 or 
something like that, because they were putting 
this big deal together, to form a bureaucracy, if 
you want to call it that And start dictating to 
you with force what their existence was going to 
be and what they wanted to do And we said, "Who 
is this' 5 " Somebody who gets an idea on something 
So we joined it only to find out what it was all 
about, to protect ourselves, because we didn't 
want to be unknowing about what was going on And 
so they collected dues and made recommendations, 
they have become very large It's another layer 
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of government that really has no business being 
there except for somebody to set up a budget for 
themselves 

I want to ask you about one other thing as mayor 
and then maybe we’ll talk about running for the 
senate and some of the issues there You were 
passed over for mayor the first time And this 
was again The Daily Signal They were not a 
friend of yours, as you have indicated, and they 
indicate m the article that you provided me with 
that you were kind of bitter about that, that 
Martin Jackson was elected four to one, and I 
guess that one vote would have been yours 
Well, naturally Well, you know, on a five-man 
council, what they did was they moved the mayor's 
title around in rotation, to be equally fair, and 
at the time, it was my turn to become mayor And 
fortunately, as I look back, it was a good thing 
that I didn’t become mayor because this had some 
factions, political input, and Jackson was putting 
together a bank He was putting a charter for a 
bank together, and so he wanted to be mayor so 
that would enhance his position to promote his 
bank Mechanics National Bank, I think they 


called it 
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Well, they passed over me, it was his own personal 
and self interest, and I was upset That's why it 
came out in the newspapers Well, I say it like 
it is There' s no sense m me putting on some 
kind of a front that's not real, so 

And you were expected to go along quietly 
with this*? 

Right And I wouldn't do it because it wasn't 
proper So I complained about it, and naturally, 
the news media picked up on it and made a big 
thing out of it Looking back, I am glad that 
happened because the following year I was made 
mayor and the following year was when the 
reapportionment results came out where it was a 
one man, one vote for the State Senate, so that 
put me in a position of being mayor in 1965 and 
1966 I had the title of mayor of the city of 
Huntington Park to put on the ballot to run for 
the California State Senate, so they cut their own 
throats [Laughter] 

Back to Tom Goff again, because he wrote on this 
issue of you not becoming mayor, and Councilman 
Kellogg is quoted, and he says, "Walsh probably 
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hasn't been able to devote as much time to council 
business as he would have or should have and he 
needs a little more seasoning " I take it you 
would not agree with that, and this was all part 
of the in-fighting that you have just described 
that was going on Kellogg was putting a proper 
face on this They don't want to say we want to 
help this Jackson with his bank 

Well, not only that, Kellogg did a little swing 
about on everything You know, he would go along 
with anything that was beneficial to him He was 
a "yes man " And even though he appointed me to 
the Planning and Zoning Commission, which I was 
grateful for, he would go along with whatever was 
happening Even when I ran for office, the first 
time, for city council, when he found out that the 
votes were going my way, he came running over to 
my office, my campaign headquarters And, boy, he 
was just a good buddy-buddy and all for me Other 
than that, all during the campaign he was with 
councilman Mackey, and Councilman Mackey and 
Kellogg were re-running for their offices, and 
Kellogg was hooked up with Mackey They were 
close friends And all of a sudden when he saw 


the votes coming, he just did a 180-degrees and 
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came running over And I said, "What are you 
doing here 7 " And he said, "Oh, I'm right here to 
help you," and all that kind of stuff And I 
said, "You've been counting the votes, huh 7 " 
[Laughter] So that’s the way Kellogg was He was 
a little bitter about this facility in the park 
I was pushing and he was opposed to it So he 
would go along with the other guys, and it was one 
of those things 

SENEY Goff then writes a number of things I am sure you 
take issue with Quoting here, he says, "Walsh 
has shown no leadership m local affairs In most 
weeks he hasn't even bothered to break the seal on 
the envelope containing his council meeting 
agenda 1,1 

WALSH See, there's that vendetta, and of course, Goff 

had the pen and Goff could say anything Now, 
that's not a true statement I never missed any 
council meetings to speak of, and I was always 
involved This is the political factions that I 
am talking about You've got them, and they 
become enemies It's a life thing to them I am 
running a business and raising a family and doing 
my civic duty as a councilman and a mayor, and I’m 
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trying to get things done, and I don't own a 
newspaper so I can't fight back again But I've 
got the people and the people know it That's all 
I care about 

As someone said once, "It's hard to argue with 
somebody who buys ink by the barrel " 

Yes, that's true [Laughter] 

And it's interesting because the next year you 
were supposed to be elected mayor, this was in 
April 1964 when the mayor's office rotated and 
you were passed over amidst this criticism The 
next year you were elected, which, as you say, 
really turned out to your benefit So they did 
you a favor without intending to And a year 
later you are all of a sudden a man of virtue and 
leadership because the newspaper articles then 
indicate that you are the right man for the job 
That's quite a turnaround [Laughter] 

And they were still in Huntington Park 
[Laughter] 

Well, you filed for re-election to the Huntington 
Park city council I guess at that point—this 
was m February of 1966—you hadn't made up your 
mind to run for the state legislature 
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Well, there was a big thing involved in the 
legislature Number one, [Assemblyman George [A ] 
Willson, who was then assemblyman and former mayor 
of Huntington Park, was an eight-year assemblyman 
[Assemblyman] Jesse Unruh and the reapportionment 
group cut that district to fit George Willson 
This was the Fifty-second Assembly District 9 
He was the Fifty-second District assemblyman at 
the time, but they cut the Thirtieth Senate 
District to fit him, it was about a 64 percent 
Democratic district That was all done m 
Sacramento At that time George Willson was going 
around and he had a ten thousand signature 
proclamation to support him and committed to him 
For the Thirtieth Senate District 
Yes It was all George Willson So I happened to 
be at a Shaklee party with my wife one night m 
Huntington Park and there were two good friends of 
mine present It was a backyard party and we were 
standing in the driveway So two good friends of 
mine. Dale Caldwell, who was a contractor and m 
partnership with John Hopson, who was an attorney, 
were building apartment houses John was kind of 
the investment-type of a guy And they said, 

"What do you think about this election 9 " 


I said, 
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"Well," and I was mayor of Huntington Park at the 
time, "the biggest problem in an election like 
this, it’s going to cost a lot of money " And I 
was very successful at the time in my business 
Let me stop When we spoke before, you indicated 
to me that it was a very successful business 
Right 

Do you mind saying how successful it was 7 
I acquired the Massey Ferguson franchise of 
tractors, backhoes and loaders, which was 
industrial and the Allis Chalmers tractor account 
and Mack offroad trucks I also had Chicago 
Pneumatic Compressor accounts Those were my new 
accounts But I was dealing mostly in heavily 
used equipment—cranes, bulldozers and scrapers, 
carryalls, all Caterpillar stuff, whatever I was 
doing anywhere from $1,500,000 to $2,000,000 to 
$2 500,000 a year gross Because that heavy stuff 
runs up into big money, one year I think I did 
$3,000,000 worth of business So it was going 
right along 

All right Why don't we go back to talking about 
the money and this election 7 

John said, "Do you think you could beat George 
Willson 7 " and I said, "Well, I think I could beat 
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him, but it's going to take some money " And he 
said, "How much do you think it will take 9 " And I 
said, "Well, from what I can see, it's going to 
take about $40,000 " 

Is that a lot of money m those days for a 
campaign 9 

Yes, it was a lot of money in those days for a 
campaign But my indications from what they were 
going to spend was probably $30,000 to $35,000, 
and I think I ended up spending $36,000 m the 
primary I don't know what the exact amount was 
$34,000 

Was it $34,000 9 Then it was $30,000, I think, in 
the generals But that was a lot of money m 
those days They said, "Well, suppose we help 
you 9 " I said, "Well, that's what it's going to 
take It's going to take a bankroll " John said 
to Dale, "Dale, you want to put up five grand if I 
put up five grand 9 " Dale said, "Yeah, I'll do it 
if you do it " He said, "Well, OK, we'll put up 
$10,000 to get it started " I said, "I'm not 
going to file for that unless the money is m the 
bank If you guys really want to get involved " 
You know, it was kind of a joking thing So he 
says, "I'll meet you there at ten o'clock tomorrow 



71 


SENEY 


WALSH 


morning down m South Gate " So I went to Bank of 
America m South Gate the next day and they put 
$10,000 m the bank And that's what we started 
the "Walsh for Senate Campaign Fund" with 
What was the problem with Willson 7 Why did they 
encourage you to run against Willson 7 
Well, Willson was a—I don't mind saying it, I 
said it m the news media, in press releases— 
"do-nothing assemblyman," he was "a do-nothing 
mayor " He was—he and his wife Ann, were just 
buried m it He was a professional politician, 
is what he was There were things I wanted to do 
One of the big things I wanted to do was change 
the taxing of inventory that burdened every 
businessman in the state of California, the county 
inventory tax That was about a 3 percent tax 
If you had equipment and merchandise and whatever 
you have m your possession on the first Monday in 
March, they would tax you 3 percent of whatever 
your inventory was Well, if you have $1,500,000 
or $2,000,000 worth of equipment sitting in your 
yard the first Monday m March, you just multiply 
times 3 percent That raises the cost every year, 
and that doesn't guarantee it's going to be sold 
for that much It doesn't guarantee that it's not 
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going to be there the next year to tax again The 
appraisers, especially on used equipment, come 
around and say, ’’That's a big, pretty yellow piece 
of equipment, Caterpillar, huh 9 It must be worth 
this or it must be worth that " They didn't even 
know what they were appraising I wanted to 
change that I didn't think it was a fair tax, it 
wasn't When I got to the senate, we did change 
it Senator [John F ] McCarthy and I put m a 
bill to reduce it 20 percent a year for five years 
to knock it off 1 The county was taxing 
everybody 

Let me go back to Willson, the press reports 
indicate that you were thinking about both the 
Fifty-second Assembly District at one point and 
the Thirtieth Senate District 

That's one of the good things that John and Dale 
and I talked about Why should a do-nothing 
politician go up the ladder to another step when 
he hasn't accomplished anything 9 He didn't do 
anything He ran a fictitious, phony campaign to 
start with, which I will get to later on So we 
were talking and they said, "Do you think you can 
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beat him’" And I said, "Sure I can beat him 
because I don’t think he has done anything that he 
could really lay a claim to that I couldn’t expose 
that wasn’t real ” And that's how we got into 
getting the campaign financed 

One of the things that got you a lot of press 
reporting was the objection you raised to a fund 
raiser sponsored by the Democratic Volunteers 
Club, Unruh was going to attend 

Right The Democratic Volunteers Club was really 
just a front to use that name like it was 
connected with the Democrats It was just 
promoting George Willson George Willson was 
going to have Jesse Unruh come and speak at the 
Downey Elks Club on the fund raiser The Downey 
Elks Club had a culinary strike going on The 
culinary people were on strike So I said, "Let 
Jesse Unruh cross that picket line " And that got 
the news media interested I said, "I want to see 
Jesse Unruh " Because Jesse was pushing his close 
friend, Willson, that he cut the [Thirtieth 
Senate] district for, and all of a sudden George 
Willson has an opponent And they can't 
understand that Who is this guy Walsh, the mayor 
of Huntington Park, running against George 
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Willson 7 There's problems down there I came out 
with news releases like that, and I looked for 
every bit of news coverage as part of the 
campaign You tell it the way it is They showed 
up But Jesse Unruh, I don't think, showed up I 
can't remember 

He did He did come Dick English 

Dick English was a professional campaigner, 
he ran for everything there was They called him 
"Mobile Dick" because he'd move into every 
district there was if it was anything from dog 
catcher to assemblyman to whatever, he would run 
for it [Chuckle] 

Well, he had his eye on the fifty-second assembly 

seat 

Right 

Which he lost He did not win the district Here 
Unruh is coming into this fund raiser sponsored 
by the Democratic Volunteers club, English is the 
president of the volunteers 

It was a phony club to start with 
What I am trying to get at here is, Unruh was 
probably not very popular in your area at this 
time, was he 7 
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WALSH Well, he had some enemies down here in the 

southeast area They called him "Big Daddy" down 
there That's where the name originated There 
was a woman down there who was in the Democratic 
club in the city of Maywood or some place You 
see, you have the Democratic clubs There was the 
Huntington Park Democratic Club, the Maywood 
Democratic Club, the Bell Democratic Club, so 
here's another club that Dick English put together 
because he's jumping on the bandwagon with George 
Willson, thinking he is going to get the assembly 
seat that George Willson is going to vacate But 
here comes Walsh So that's how it all worked 

I called Jesse Unruh's office fifteen times, 
if I called him once And I get this guy on the 
phone—I can't think of his name, who was head of 
his district in Inglewood He was a nice guy He 
died very young of a heart attack later on But 
anyway, Jesse would never return a call because I 
was an outsider I wasn't in on the m-click m 
Sacramento like Willson was He and Ann Willson 
and George Willson were on the m-click In fact, 
after I came up here [Sacramento], after I had won 
the Democratic nomination and came up here—you 
see, I never came up here prior to the election, 
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except on one business meeting, on my company 
business—Jesse Unruh told me, "Well, there's a 
guy who could never stay bought " [He was] 
speaking of George Willson He said, "X gave him 
the judicial committee and did him all those 
favors, cutting that district for him and 
everything else, but there's a guy that never 
stayed bought ” Now that was his exact words to 
me And so I thought, "Well, I guess that's how 
things are done "You have the reputation,"—I 
didn't say this to him, but I was thinking that— 
"of buying people " I said, "Well, that's one 
thing that won't happen to me " So I was not 
really obligated to Jesse Unruh m any way, shape 
or form Because he wasn't with me He was with 
Willson and he finally came with me, after I won 
the election He said, "You've got quite a 
deficit down there " I said, "That's right " He 
said, "Well, why don't you have a fund raiser, and 
I'11 see that it gets taken care of " 

SENEY This is after the primary but before the general 

election 9 

WALSH Right "And see that it's taken care of and you 

invite all your workers to it " Of course, he was 
thinking of his friends raising the money And so 
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I just told him pomtblank I said, "Jesse, I 
appreciate your offer, but I have gotten this far 
on my own and I think I can handle the rest of 
it " That's where the parting of the paths came 
And it was very definite So I was not obligated 
to Jesse Unruh or anybody else 

He must have been annoyed with you for upsetting 
the apple cart with Willson, for generating this 
negative publicity about the fund raiser and about 
Unruh coming into this district and nosing around 
and then refusing to accept his offer 
Right Right Well, yeah, but you see that's 
where the learned politicians switch over and come 
around to your side [Senator] Hugh [M ] Burns 
told me a long time ago, he said "Don't get mad, 
get even " Hugh Burns was the president pro tem 
of the senate and he was my idol up here You 
know, Hugh and I were very close 

I want to stick with Unruh for a minute because he 
was such a fascinating character and, not only was 
he interested in the assembly but he was 
interested m using the senate, too A year later 
in 1967, at the Academy Awards, there is a picture 
of you standing next to Jesse Unruh and you are 
both beaming as though you are the best pals 
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This is exactly what happened with Beller, 
with Don Smith on the Planning and Zoning 
Commission You don't get mad You just bide 
your time and you can't publicly express your 
personal feelings if you're angry or anything like 
that I just I was not obligated And I 

guess it bothered him, but he was a learned 
politician that knew how to circumvent situations 
like that So the first thing he did when I won 
the Democratic nomination, he probably turned to 
George Willson and said, "What did you say your 
name was 9 " And that’s it George Willson is 
history And that's the way the politics are up 
here You know, if you don't have a vote, you're 
out of it 

And of course, as a practical matter you wouldn't 
want to offend the speaker You're going to have 
legislation that's going to be going to the 
assembly and you don't want to have 

Certainly Oh Jesse and I were on speaking 
terms, very well It was just that when it came 
time for a vote, if my district didn't go for one 
of his bills, I wouldn't vote for it He lobbied 
me on the floor of the senate more than once on a 
bill, I remember I can't vote for that bill, I 
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said, "My people won't let me vote for it " And I 
said, "Nothing personal " So he'd go on to the 
next guy That's the way he operated He was a 
very brilliant person He knew where the money 
was and he knew where the votes were, that's how 
he became so powerful And he knew how to spend 
the money, too 
Did you respect him 9 

Oh, to a certain extent, yes Sometimes the 
behind-the-scenes politics I didn't agree with 
What do you mean 9 Can you give me an 
example 9 

Well, I can't give you any definite situation 
It's been so long ago But if he didn't get his 
way about something, all of a sudden one of your 
bills was killed The merits of the bill had 
nothing to do with it It was your bill and your 
name was on it and you were fighting for it And 
he had control of it in the assembly So he did 
what speakers will always do If he wants to kill 
your bill, he just tells the chairman that he had 
appointed to that committee, to kill the bill, he 
controls the votes and your bill is dead Or he 
can hold your bill in abeyance And if it's a 
real great bill, which plenty of mine were, they 
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would pirate it and another assemblyman would grab 

it and put his name on it They'd just hold your 

bill because it's already gone through the senate, 

send their bill through the assembly and then over 

to the senate and take the credit for it And 

that's the way they did it 

You would know that this was going on 

Well, you have to know He's the one who controls 

the bills He heads up assembly rules [committee] 

just like the pro tern heads up senate rules 

[committee] So that's the way things go 

Now m the primary, and again you indicated that 

this is a heavily Democratic district, two and a 

half to one 

60, 64 7 percent 

And you got 2 0,108 votes 1 Willson came in second 
with 19,076 votes So it was close 
Oh yes I think it was 1,100 or 1,200 votes 
1,284 votes or something like that 

Something like that, and then [Phil] Ortiz did all 
right He got 16,287 That was a respectable 
showing Your opposition, the Republican, was a 
dentist, Lewis Martin, who was a member of the 
[John] Birch Society And he came up with a total 
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of 26,427 votes An interesting side issue here 
is that Willson demands a recount 
Right He couldn't believe it I think he was 
inspired by his wife He just could not accept 
it She was a very outspoken woman Mrs Willson 
just would not accept it, but there was just no 
other way, because that was the final curtain So 
he demanded a recount and I said, "Well, that's 
all right with me " You know, he's entitled to 
that And we got about half way through the 
recount and I think I gained about forty votes or 
something like that and so he shut it down 
Because m recounts you know, the loser has to 
pay for it It got up into some money and so then 
he shut it down But that was the end of it 
because he would never come out for me like Ortiz 
did So he really wasn't a true Democrat Ortiz 
finally came into the fold and so did the other 
guy—there was another guy there 

There was another one, [Don] Misener 
Misener, he was an attorney So we all had our 
pictures taken together 

Was everybody's top campaign the primary campaign^ 
Oh, yes It was really, I worked like an animal, 
like an animal It was all day and all night all 
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of the time And my business suffered quite a 
bit, but I had a good crew [Billie Cole, my 
company controller, Harold Maloney and all of the 
rest of the staff] 1 and they took care of it And 
it got to the point m 1966, if you will remember, 
there was kind of a question of whether finance 
companies were pulling in their money and their 
contracts, so I had problems with that because I 
had taken money from my company and loaned it to 
my campaign to continue on I hocked some 
tractors and everything else, but it was my 
equipment I owned it And so you know you had 
that problem along with working and being absent 
from the company day and night 
SENEY The Southeast News 2 was critical of you 

WALSH The Southeast News was really the Downey area, the 

Daily Signal . owned it And the political editor, 
Tom Goff, of the Daily Signal stayed in Huntington 
Park That was their other division They called 
themselves The Southeast News , but that was really 
the Huntington Park Daily Signal 
SENEY So he influenced the outlook of both those 

newspapers' 5 


bracketed material inserted by Lawrence Walsh 
2 June 15, 1966, p 1 
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Oh, certainly 

One of the things they said is that you tried to 
win the election by personality and that you 
really didn't debate the issues And also that 
you benefited from Willson's weaknesses, perhaps, 
more than anything else, even your own strengths 
Let me say something about this Willson was 
campaigning on fictitious accomplishments He 
made the statement publicly and was lined up with 
the Montebello Chief of Police, and the PTA women, 
and Chairman of the PTA and all that, fighting 
marijuana There was that initiative that two 
attorneys up m San Francisco, had taken out with 
the secretary of state, had three hundred and some 
thousand signatures to legalize marijuana He 
said he was fighting this terrible situation in 
Sacramento And, of course, I investigated that 
and we waited until the time of the deadline of 
the initiative to be supplied to the secretary of 
state's office by five o'clock that particular 
night I called the secretary of state—I think 
it was Frank [M ] Jordan then—I called him and 
said, "How many petitions have been turned in on 
this initiative 7 " And, of course, we had a news 
release ready And I held on to the phone until 
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five o'clock And he said five o'clock was the 
deadline, and there was not one single petition 
with one signature turned in 

So that was a great embarrassment for George 
Willson's campaign, embarrassing the chief of 
police of Montebello and other city officials 
[inaudible] of the district and that Chairman and 
President of the PTA, and all of those people 
lined up there and having their picture taken with 
George Willson in six newspapers of the northern 
area, the Montebello Post and all that, and on a 
fictitious situation So I had a thing done up 
about George Willson entitled "The Don Quixote 
fighting windmills " And that was a part of the 
campaign that didn't help him It was phony 
Naturally I was opposed to legalizing marijuana 
In fact, I killed the [Senator George R ] Moscone 
bill 1 [The start of the marijuana legalization 
bill was in 1970] 2 
[End of Tape 3, Side B] 

[Begin Tape 4, Side A] 

WALSH I killed that bill every year in whatever phase or 
whatever form they tried to legalize it, to get 
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their twenty votes, and I was the twenty-first 
vote and I would never vote for it I told 
Senator Moscone that there was nothing personal 
about this that I didn’t get elected in San 
Francisco, that my district wouldn't permit me to 
vote for something like that So, he backed 
[Senator] Omar [L ] Raines' election m a special 
election over there to get him into the senate 
Omar Raines came to me when that bill came up 
again and said, "Hey, you're going out of office 
now,"—which I was, I was into my eighth year, 
last term—and he said, "As long as you are going 
out of office, why don't you vote for it and I 
won't have to " And I said, "Omar, you pay your 
dues " I said, "That's how you got into the 
senate and now you've got to pay your dues " 

SENEY You wouldn’t let him off the hook 

WALSH No way And he voted for the bill 1 And that's 
what legalized marijuana m California, the one 
ounce, whatever it is, $100 fine, whatever it is 
I wouldn't vote for it 

SENEY Now, Willson also had the nerve—perhaps that's 

the wrong way to put it—to blame part of his 
defeat on the Unruh machine, when m fact, as you 
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indicate, Unruh had really tailored that district 
to him Had Unruh become an issue in the primary 9 
No I think what happened was Unruh kind of 
backed away from Willson a little bit because of 
the publicity on that meeting down m the city of 
Downey, you know, where he crossed the picket 
line I don’t remember how that worked out You 
say he did show up I don't know I never saw 
him Whatever they did to make it look like it I 
couldn't prove it I don't know what came between 
him and George Willson All I know is that I kept 
on working, day and night, until the job was done 
Did you take your Republican opponent very 
seriously m this election 9 

Well, I learned a long time ago that you never 
mentioned your opponent's name You know, why 
publicize him 9 You see campaigns going on today, 
that's all they do is mention the other person's 
name [Laughter] I'm the one who is running for 
office I want my name to be known 
I wanted to ask you too, did you run this 
campaign 9 Were you your own campaign consultant 
and campaign chief 9 

Yes Yes, that's getting right down [to it] We 
had our figureheads, if you want to call them 
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that I had Ken Krogstead [a local attorney] as 
my campaign chairman [and Billie Cole as my 
campaign coordinator] 1 You had to do this for 
your stationery and stuff We did have meetings 
and they did contribute advice and helped get fund 
raisers together and all that But basically I 
did the whole thing I had a guy that was very 
good on news media [He and Billie Cole] 2 did all 
my writing for me In fact, he was m the Jaycees 
and on my campaign for city council, he was in the 
same category He wrote all of the articles and 
he was a good writer His name was Don Bidnick 
I mentioned him before I met him in Jaycees In 
fact, he wrote what we called "The Bull Sheet," 
which took several awards It was the statewide 
newspaper for the Huntington Park Jaycees, and it 
took national awards because of the editing that 
he did for it He did the whole newspaper for the 
Jaycees I used him [and Billie] as my writer and 
then, of course, I had a fund raising treasurer, 
and there were all the people that backed me You 
put all of that on your mailers, on stationery for 
your mailers and everything We got to the point 


bracketed material inserted by Lawrence Walsh 
2 Bracketed material inserted by Lawrence Walsh 
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where we put out a tabloid, which was very 
beneficial And there are cutouts in that thing 
[scrapbook] of my tabloid You have probably seen 
them Because it was a very conservative 
district, and so that's what you run on You run 
on what the district wants and what the people 
want 

Once the primary was over you began to collect a 
bunch of endorsements, including the Los Angeles 
AFL-CIO [American Federation of Labor-Congress of 
Industrial Organization] committee on political 
education Were they much help 7 

Yes They helped and that's always the way it is 
They jump on who they think is going to win, and 
naturally they try to help you They do It's a 
door-opener for them, and then they come and ask 
you for legislation Now that's the reason they 
do it It happens in every election 
They weren't the only labor union There was also 
the California Teamster Council The Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Firemen and Engineers 
That was the first thing I did was to try to get 
every endorsement I could from every working-class 
group And that's what you do The United Steel 
Workers, and as I told you earlier, my father was 
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a steel worker, and Tom [Consiglio]—can't think 
of his last name, he passed away—Tom was very 
influential And I spoke at meetings with the 
United Steel workers, and I got their endorsement 
You would have to go speak to these people and 
appear in front of them for the endorsement, and 
the police But here's a district that's 64 
percent plus Democratic registration 
Now, we're talking really about blue-collar 
Democrats’ 

We're talking about real, blue-collar Democrats 
and they're conservative A lot of them were 
known as "red necks " But that was an expression 
for a conservative, blue-collar Democrat These 
are working people The district that I won was 
composed of the largest industrial complex, I 
think in the United States at the time, I had 
every industrial concern there that you could 
think of You had Firestone Tire and Rubber, you 
had General Motors, Lincoln-Mercury, Chrysler, 
Aluminum Company of America, you had Bethlehem 
Steel You had all the bread companies, all the 
manufacturing companies, all through Commerce, all 
through Vernon, all through South Gate, on both 
sides of the Santa Ana Freeway You had every 
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kind of a manufacturing job And these were blue- 
collar workers I think that was one of the 
largest complexes there was of working people and 
businesses You had every kind of a business 
there was 

After I became elected I started a 
commission, the Thirtieth Senatorial Advisory 
Commission, and appointed 164 people from 
different businesses I communicated with them 
I'd send them bills that either affected them one 
way or another, and communicated with them so that 
they could advise me of what their problems were, 
and I could see all sides of whatever situation 
was coming up with different bills It was a real 
good, organized effort to communicate, it was not 
just the owners of the businesses, but the people 
that worked in the businesses 

One of the things that happened, too, in this 
campaign, m regard to the primary, you were 
endorsed then by your arch-nemesis 
The Daily Signal 

Oh, yes Well, they did the same thing as Jesse 
Unruh did and everyone else does They endorse 
you because you are in a district that they know 
is going to win, number one, and number two, they 
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know that you are going to win the general 
[election], that you've got the numbers on your 
side The biggest part of that campaign was the 
primary 

It was over m the primary 
Yes And everybody knew it 

Because not only did The Daily Signal endorse you, 
but a whole bunch of them 

The Montebello Messenger , The East L A Gazette , 
The Herald American , The East L A Tribune , 

The Herald Examiner , which, is the Hearst 
newspaper which no longer is there And so you 
rounded up that much support You're smiling as I 
read this list off 

Well, it's the same thing as going back to Mayor 
Beller [Laughter] You don't get mad at them 
You're going to be working with them, they're 
going to be reporting to you or on you You're 
going to be carrying legislation, and you 
certainly don't want to have them opposed to you, 
so you just go along and try to do the best you 
can with the news media So it's one of those 
things They came around because that's it If 
they're going to write about you, they can't be 
writing all bad things about you If you want to 
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make it that way you can My whole purpose of 
being elected to that office was to serve the 
people and do what I could for a better way of 
life for the majority of the people that wanted 
it 

My impression is, as I talk about this and read 
these materials, you're a pretty tough campaigner 
If the other guy slips up, you're going to whack 
him 

You darn right 

Not just on the issues, but if, as you indicate 
with Willson's use of the marijuana initiative he 
slipped up, you're going to make sure that that 
information is available 

Well, it's truth, number one But I'll tell you 
something that you can quote me on In a 
political campaign, come the election, there are 
no runners-up You're either m or you're out, so 
you cannot relax one moment If you have a 
situation that arises, and especially if it's an 
untrue situation or its a falsehood, you hammer 
away at it until you get the truth out Even with 
papers that don't like you [Laughter] 

In terms of the campaign, there were a couple of 
other things I wanted to ask you about and this 
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will go back to Tom Hagerman's column in 
The Daily Signal 1 

WALSH Yes He was another instructed by Tom Goff I’ve 

got to say this because it's the truth The 
editors, Tom Goff and Hagerman and a few others 
were all Republicans See, so really there was 
nothing they could do about it because it’s a 
Democratic registration majority, and they had to 
go along with it But each one of these was a 
registered Republican that attacked me And 
they'd do it even after you'd help them, and give 
them news items that they couldn't get except by 
you volunteering them to help them with their 
articles They’d still stick the shiv in you any 
little way they could It’s very obvious by what 
you read in those news prints 

SENEY One of the things that Hagerman talks about in his 

column of October 10, 1966—the election is going 
on and of course it's a month before the general 
election—and you're having a luau It was a very 
successful luau It was a fund raiser with 1,400 
people 

WALSH Well, there was more than that About 2,000 

people showed up I think we fed 1,700 Jason 


Huntington Park Daily Signal . October 10, 1966, p 2 
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Hyian of Jan-u-wine Foods [had a large facility] 
over where the freeway and Slauson and Gage Avenue 
come together You walk into this place and it 
was a showpiece It was about an acre and a half, 
two acres of area and you thought you were on a 
Hawaiian island The palm trees and everything, 
the setting, the whole thing was like a banquet 
outdoors, and he had Cantonese food that they 
cooked right there So I was trying to raise 
money and I was still in the hole [Chuckle] I was 
trying to bail out some of the tractors I had and 
some of the debts I owed About 2,000 people 
showed up I think we fed 1,775 or whatever it 
was, at twenty-five dollars a plate And it was a 
beautiful setting They had the Hawaiian dancers 
on and all that kind of stuff Beautiful All of 
a sudden I didn't have an MC [Master of 
Ceremonies] so I got one from the Downtown 
Democratic Club, the main Los Angeles State 
Central Committee, they sent him out He was a 
middle-aged fellow [Governor Edmund G ] Pat 
Brown [Sr ] was at a cocktail party over m 
Beverly Hills or some place and found out that 
there were 2,000 people that Walsh had at a luau, 
so he had better get over there instead of the 
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cocktail party The same thing with [Controller] 
Alan Cranston, several of them came running 
Not only that I was going to mention that 

Lt Governor Glenn Anderson was there, Attorney 
General Thomas Lynch, State Treasurer Bert Betts, 
and you've mentioned Alan Cranston And I wanted 
to know, why would they come 9 Because you had 
2,000 people 

You get 2,000 people together, you've got 
control 

You hadn't invited them before, had you* 9 
I don't recall whether we did or not I really 
don't recall We might have sent them 
invitations But we didn't announce anything We 
didn't say, "We've got guests coming," or anything 
like that And here comes this comedian, MC, from 
downtown and I said, "Do you have a script* 9 " He 
said, "Oh, yeah I've got this and that " He 
said, "You know, the governor is on his way over 
here " I said, "Is that right* 9 " He said that he 
had a script that Governor Brown, with all due 
respect to Governor Brown, and it was all circled 
around [him] and against [Governor] Ronald Reagan 
Like, "Mickey Mouse is going to run for the 
treasurer and Liz Taylor is going to be the 
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controller " You know, jokes about making Ronald 
Reagan look like he was coming out of the movies, 
which he was And I said, "Well, wait a second, 
now How long have you been a comedian 9 " He 
said, "For thirty years " And I said, "Let me see 
that script " He handed it to me and I tore it up 
in about ten pieces and I said, "You're going to 
have to ad lib this one " He said, "What do you 
mean 9 " I said "You've been a comedian for thirty 
years, you can ad lib this one This is my luau, 
my dinner, and it doesn't belong to anybody but me 
and these people are from my district, from the 
district that I'm going to represent I'm the one 
who promoted this dinner, not Governor Brown, with 
all due respect I'll tell you another thing 
There could be from 25 to 35 percent of these 
people that are Republican That's the way this 
district is They're not all Democrats In a 
general election, I need everybody's vote I 
don't want to be turning this thing into a 
campaign fiasco and knocking a gubernatorial 
candidate one way or the other, or promoting a 
gubernatorial candidate " He said, "OK, that's 
the way we'll do it " And he did, and when he 
introduced Governor Brown, why he naturally talked 
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to him about it Being the gentleman and the 
fair-minded person that Pat Brown is, he got up 
there and talked about himself He talked about 
the things he had accomplished He never once 
mentioned Ronald Reagan And his final comments 
were, "I appreciate being here before all of you 
people tonight And remember when you go to the 
polls to vote for Larry, save a vote for Pat 
Brown " It was beautiful It went off 
beautifully Everybody was introduced Everybody 
had a great time, and there were no problems 
brought forth because of the way it was handled 
Who carried your district, Reagan or Brown’ 

Brown carried the district, I am almost sure In 
fact, I am almost sure because It would 

probably be in those 

Well, it was broken down city by city There were 
election statistics But not what Brown did m 
the Thirtieth District overall Bell was there, 
Huntington Park, Bell Gardens, Downey, so forth 
Cut it off a second 
[Interruption] 

You went to Sacramento and expressed your 


condolences over the election'’ 
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WALSH Yes I am almost sure I told him I looked up 

the record and he [Governor Edmund G Brown, Sr ] 
had taken my district I'm not saying it was a 
result of him being at that luau I went to 
Sacramento after the election was over while he 
was still m office and made an appointment with 
him and went m and offered my condolences You 
know, I was sorry to see that he had lost the 
election and told him that it would have been 
wonderful if he had won and I could have served m 
the senate under him as governor 

SENEY Were you surprised by Reagan*s election and the 

margin of victory"’ 

WALSH Yes I think the whole thing was a big loss for 

the state of California Because what Reagan did 
as a governor, what he initiated as a governor 
has been very detrimental to the state of 
California Maybe not to certain individuals but- 
-and I'm talking about the savings and loan and 
deregulation and all that—the proof is m the 
pudding today, even as president So I think it 
was a bad situation But that's my own personal 


opinion 
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SENEY You beat [Lewis] Martin pretty well You got 

7 0,170 and he got 50,525 1 Now one of the things 
that's interesting and apparently a disappointment 
to you was that he actually beat you by about 500 
votes m Huntington Park 

WALSH Yes You still had that Daily Signal , that 

situation that happens It was one of those 
things, you know And I'll tell you something, a 
lot of Democrats didn't come out to vote They 
figure that you're going to take it anyway, so a 
lot forget to vote, I guess 

SENEY Well, you got 4,481 votes m Huntington Park and 

he got 4,995 2 But Reagan beat Brown nearly two 
to one in Huntington Park 
WALSH Well, that was the PR 
SENEY It's a pretty conservative town 

WALSH The whole area is pretty conservative They are 

blue-collar Democrats, like I said, "red neck 
Democrats," conservative And that's one of the 
problems I had in Sacramento was the fact of the 
way I voted was because of the way the district 
was 


Huntington Park Daily Signal . November 9 1966, p 1 
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Do you think they were more conservative than you 
are’ 

The district'’ 

Yes 

Well, yes, but I was raised as a conservative 
Democrat I’m a blue-collar Democrat My dad and 
mother were blue-collar Democrats No more or no 
less 

One of the things that you opposed in the election 
was the Rumford Fair Housing Act 1 
That’s right And I carried the revision bill of 
the Rumford Act 2 , I took it over from Senator 
Burns I was opposed to that and I am opposed to 
it today 

This essentially banned discrimination in the sale 

and rental of housing based on race 

Right 

Would that be a fair summary of it'’ 

Well, yes, but then it has a lot of effects on 
people's rights as property owners, too You 
know, you invest your money and you want to do a 
certain thing with it, you should maintain that 


Proposition 14, (November 1967) 

2 S B 9, 1967-1968 Reg Sess (1968) 
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right It's an unequal situation 1*111 not 
racially prejudiced 

I wasn't trying to suggest that by the way I 
put that I'm sorry if it sounded that way We 
should remember that the referendum passed two to 
one That is, the Rumford Fair Housing Act was 
rejected two to one by the California voters m 
1964 I'm not trying to take you into a corner 
here, because the argument of property rights, of 
what a person could or couldn't do with their 
property, was very persuasive 

Right The thing is that's the way I felt and 
that's the way the biggest portion of my district 
felt so that's the reason I did that 
Do you think that the reaction to the Rumford Fair 
Housing Act could m any way be traced to the 
Watts riots 9 

No, it's a movement by black people to accomplish 
their rights And when you say accomplish their 
rights, sometimes it goes a little too far, I 
mean, as it has been expressed in the past, and as 
it has been expressed today [Assemblyman 
William] Byron Rumford was a black from Oakland 
From what I understand—I didn't know him 


personally, I only met him a couple of times—he 
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was a very nice person and all that He was the 

one that carried the bill The funny part about 

it was, you ask anybody about the Rumford Act and 

they don't even know who Byron Rumford was or is 

The point I am trying to make is, it was a black 

civil rights situation, carried by a black man for 

the black people So it's like any other 

situation—what do you call the one m Davis, the 

doctor that was denied going to medical school 
i 

SENEY [Alan] Bakke 

WALSH Bakke Yes, that's reverse discrimination So it 

has both sides, see You know, here's a fellow 
who is being discriminated against because he's 
white and here's a people discriminated against 
because they're black So that's one of those 
things This whole nation is nothing but a 
melting pot of people from all over the world So 
you're going to have these things come up Like I 
was talking about factions earlier, only this is a 
mammoth faction There's all types of factions 
and race is one of the things 


1 Bakke v Regents of the University of California 429 US 
953 (1977) 
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SENEY Another issue that was on the ballot, and this one 
you were also opposed to This one had to do with 
obscenity, the so-called "clean initiative 1,1 And 
you were quoted as saying that you thought your 
opposition to the clean initiative—and it lost— 
was one of the reasons that you beat Martin so 
handily that he was in favor of it and you were 
opposed to it That issue had done you some good 
I am trying to remember now and frankly cannot, 
what the clean initiative did 
WALSH I think it was freedom of writing 

SENEY Let me see if I can refresh your 

recollection by reminding you that you sponsored 
two senate bills on this subject to keep 
pornographic, obscene material out of the hands of 
young people 2 
WALSH Right 

SENEY But these bills that you put in exempted libraries 

and adults 
WALSH Uh-huh 

SENEY Which apparently the clean initiative did 

not do 


Proposition 16 (November 1966) 

2 S B 78, 1967-1968 Reg Sess (1967), S B 79, 1967-1968 Reg 
Sess (1967) 
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WALSH Yes I think it went too far It went into the 

fine arts and stuff like that and books and 
educational situations that went too far It was 
a nitpicking thing, you know Where, hey, you 
can’t erase everything that is history because of 
the clean initiative So it just went too far and 
I was opposed to it 

SENEY Given the nature of your district, it seems odd 

that that would fly m your district 
WALSH Yes It did 

SENEY Can you explain that to me 7 

WALSH No, I can't It's how it's approached, I guess, 

and I can't remember all the details of it but 
it's on how it's approached And it's like on any 
subject when you are campaigning, when you're 
involved in the legislation So many people say, 
"Save the spotted owl," or so many people say, 

"No, we don't want the spotted owl " 

SENEY Another issue in your campaign that you stressed 

was also a ceiling on residential property tax, 
was a fair assessment at market values, the Watson 
initiative 1 that came up later This sort of 


Proposition 9, (November 1968) 
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sounds like a little bit of a precursor to 
Proposition 13 1 
Ceiling of what now 7 

A ceiling on property tax A fair assessment 
Oh,yes In fact, I debated with Jarvis when I was 

campaigning, when I was first running Like 
[inaudible] with Jarvis, he wanted a 2 percent 
ceiling, and I said, "2 percent of what 7 " I says, 
"They reappraise the house, sure you go in there 
at 2 percent, that's great " And Frank Bonelli, 
our supervisor, was all in favor of a 2 percent 
ceiling, but the reality of it was if you put a 2 
percent on the value on the house, what's the 
value of the house 7 Today your house is worth 
$20,000 and 2 percent of that, you have $400 m 
taxes And down the street a like house sells 
for $60,000 and they say, "Well, your house has 
got to be worth $60,000 because that house sold 
for $60,000 " Now what's your tax going to be 7 2 
percent of what 7 So there's no ceiling on the 
value of the house That's the thing that I 
argued And I said, "You've got to have a base to 
maintain from and then have an increase " Which 
finally it came out that way 


1978 
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SENEY Do you think you persuaded Jarvis to your point of 

view 7 

WALSH I don't know Maybe I did or maybe I didn't I 

don't know A guy picks something up and runs 
with it 

[End of Tape 4, Side A] 
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[Session 3, November 13, 1990] 

[Tape 5, Side A] 

SENEY The last time we talked we were discussing the 

various tax limitation initiatives and legislation 
that were popular during the period when you 
entered the senate as well as your debate with 
Mr Jarvis I want to ask you about your 
opposition to Proposition 9 which was actually on 
the ballot m 1968 1 This was the Watson 
initiative, which would have limited property tax 
to 1 percent of assessed value Now I know you 
were interested because you supported legislation 
concerning limits on assessment and property 
taxes Why was it you felt opposed to this 
particular one 7 

WALSH Because, as I recall, there was no limit on the 

assessed evaluation As I said m my discussions 
and in my debate with Jarvis, it was the same 
situation Until you could firm up a limitation 
on the assessed evaluation there was no limit, 
whether it was 1 percent or 2 percent, it would 
make no difference unless there was an established 

Proposition 9 (November, 1968) 
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base assessment of the house And I don't think 
it's right today 

This didn’t get you in trouble with your 
constituents 9 

No I was in favor of 1 percent, it had to have a 
limitation of the assessed evaluation but 
1 percent of what 9 So what I am saying, 1 percent 
of an inflated price 

I'd like to move on to another subject, if I 
could, and that is the last time we talked about 
the clean initiative that had to do with 
pornography It failed in the 1966 election 
Your opposition to that initiative was a factor m 
your success in that election But you have 
sponsored a variety of bills and took part m a 
variety of activities which had to do with what 
might be described as anti-pornography activities 
Senate Bill 78 and 79 m the 1967 session are 
essentially anti-pornography bills There was a 
play put on at California State University m 
Fullerton called ’’The Beard," in which there was 
apparently some simulated sexual activity on the 
stage Then at Long Beach State there was some 
erotic sculpture that was displayed As a result 
of the play at Cal State m Fullerton, there was a 
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select investigative committee formed 
I was a member of the committee 
You were the chair were you not^ 

Yes, I believe so 

Tell me about your activities m this area 
They were getting credits for putting on plays of 
this type I didn't feel that the taxpayers 
should be paying for this type of education, if 
you want to call it education I didn't feel that 
our tax dollars should be spent on plays that 
referred to sexual acts or sexual deviates, you 
know, immoral acts on stage for credit for 
graduating from college I felt the money we 
invest in education should be towards education 
and it wasn't anything but just downright junk 
that they were putting on There were a few 
people involved in it, including some of the 
instructors who were involved because of their 
little whims of sexuality and promiscuous approach 
to sexuality And I just felt it was a waste of 
taxpayers' dollars, that's all 

Was your opposition and activity in this kind of 
thing, forgive me for asking it this way, but was 
it more personal or was it something you did 
because your district might have felt strongly 
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about it* 5 

WALSH Well, I consider myself as having a high standard 
of morals and I personally do not approve of this 
type of situation I've never been involved with 
anything that is connected with anything like 
that And my district was very conservative, as 
you well know, and they were really disturbed 
about the situation Of course, in those days, in 
the late sixties everything was supposed to be 
open and above board and all that, free love and, 
what do you call them, love children and all that 
It really went overboard And so I, with feelings 
of my district carried a series of bills One of 
the main ones was the "topless and bottomless 
bill " 

SENEY The Walsh-Quimby Act 1 

WALSH Yes, that's right And that was quite an 

extensive bill It passed both houses and was 
signed into law by the governor It was 
challenged by the opposition and they ruled it 
unconstitutional in the California State Supreme 
Court 2 It went clear to the United States 


^A B 524, 1967-1968 Reg Sess Cal Stat , ch 1534 (1969) 
2 Unable to identify 



Ill 


Supreme Court 1 and just a few years ago, I think 
four or five years ago it came back down That 
was m 1968, when I was author of the bill Well, 
just a few years ago, I don't know how many, it 
came back down with the United States Supreme 
Court ruling that it was up to local government 
After all those years It was quite an extensive 
bill 

SENEY Well, the Walsh-Quimby act, if I understand it 

correctly essentially empowered local government 
authorities to ban these kinds of activities You 
put that power m the cities and the counties to 
draw ordinances to ban bottomless and topless 
dancing Also encouraging Alcohol Beverage 
Control Board to get involved 
WALSH Right 

SENEY With handling their licenses 

WALSH Yes That's the only way you can control them 

You know, to really be forceful and have a 
policing agent spending their time, and then you 
had to have a penalty So it finally came back 
down to that But it went clear to the United 
States Supreme Court and they are the ones that 
decide whether our bills are proper to become law 


California v LaRue, 409 U S 109 (1972) 
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And, of course, that laid it right on the backs of 
the local governments because if they want that 
kind of stuff, they have to be responsible for it 
and that's what they are elected by the people 
for, to be responsible for the people who elected 
them 

And it's conceivable, I suppose, that some 
communities might not object as strongly as others 
would 

There were some communities in southern 
California Of course, I don't know what it 

is today, that was a long time ago, twenty-four 
years ago You don't know what's going on today 
with the local ordinances unless you researched 
them 

Let me shift a little bit here to talk about when 
you entered the senate m 1967, I suppose the 
changes m the senate, as a result of that 
election were as great as they were at any time m 
the California State Senate's history You had 
twenty-six new members as a result of 
reapportionment, the senate really changed 
considerably 
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Well, yes, it's all the result of the one man, one 
vote decision 1 It boiled down to representation, 
equal representation from all over the state of 
California, and that's what it should be 
You had been a local official, what was your 
reaction to becoming a state senator 9 You've got 
to move to Sacramento, you've entered a new 
political arena Can you recall what that felt 
like and what your first experiences were and how 
you reacted to the institution itself 9 
I was very proud to come up here, to come up to 
Sacramento I was very proud of winning the 
election and very independent because of the fact 
that I won the election with the people on my own, 
without depending on any type of special interest 
or any type of influence from Sacramento Jesse 
Unruh or anybody else And when I came up here I 
had an independent voice and having been a mayor 
of the city of Huntington Park, I had experience 
m local government, and I also had my expertise 
in business, a certain type of business As I 
mentioned before, you can't be a 3 ack-of--all- 
trades But it's a learning process too, that you 
have to go through to become familiar with so many 


v Sims 377, U S 533 (1964) 



114 


SENEY 

WALSH 

SENEY 

WALSH 

SENEY 

WALSH 


different bills In those days we had around 
4,000 to 5,000 bills a year go through the senate 
and the assembly, and about 2,400 or 2,500 of them 
were signed into law After I was up here for a 
while, I told Senator Burns, "You know, we could 
spend the next two years up here just not enacting 
any new bills, except the necessary ones, such as 
the budget and things that were absolutely 
necessary, and spend that time recodifying codes, 
getting rid of all the junk that's been put m 
that is obsolete and not of use or were 
ridiculously put in and passed years ago Just 
recodifying the codes, we could spend two years 
doing that, and probably serve the people a heck 
of a lot better than the way they are being served 
today with all the bills that are going in " 

What was his reaction to that** 

He thought that was a great idea [Chuckle] 
Senator Burns was a legendary leader of the 
senate 

Oh, he was, I was very close to Senator Burns 
I understand that How did that happen 7 How did 
you get to know him so well so quickly 7 
We hit it off real well I kind of melded in with 
the old guard up there, as you well know, and they 
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were just my type of people They were older than 
I was I was only forty years old when I came up 
to Sacramento and most of them were fifty and 
fifty-five or so I had always been used to 
dealing with older people I wasn't considered as 
one of the "young Turks" such as they called a 
group headed up by Senator Moscone and several of 
the assemblymen that came over from the assembly 
during the reapportionment 

Who would be some of the other young Turks'? 

Well, there was Moscone, [Senator Mervyn M ] 
Dymally, [Senator James R ] Mills Oh, I 

can't think 

[Senator Anthony] Beilenson^ 

Beilenson, yes, he was another, they were mostly 
the liberals They wanted to restructure the 
senate, and they finally did about 1969, 1970 In 
my opinion, it was all for self-positioning 
Mills wanted to be the president pro tern, Moscone 
wanted to be the Democratic caucus chairman, and 
finally the mayor of San Francisco, that was what 
his future and ambitions were And Dymally wanted 
to be Elections and Reapportionments Chairman and 
they all accomplished that by defeating Burns at a 
pro tem election And it took eleven Republicans 
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and ten Democrats to do it A coalition of eleven 
Republicans and ten Democrats, which was twenty- 
one votes And Burns had been in for fourteen 
years 1 The whole senate was very well-balanced 
with chairmanships, and there was no "this side of 
the aisle or that side of the aisle" when I first 
went up there It was just that you worked for 
the benefit of all the people and represented your 
district that sent you up there to Sacramento 
SENEY Tell me about Senator Burns* leadership style 
How did he exercise his power in the senate 7 
WALSH He was one of the most effective people in the 
senate and he worked very closely with the 
minority whip or the minority leader, which was 
Senator [John F ] Jack McCarthy, a Republican 
They just balanced the whole thing out They were 
very well-balanced to the point where you could 
negotiate on bills and it was a fair approach to 
almost everything There was no underhanded 
stuff There were no situations that developed 
where there were factions, one group going to do 
this, and one group going to do that It all 
generated from the so-called young Turks who were 
trying to take over the pro tern And like I said, 
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they did In fact. Burns made a statement to me 
when this all came down, well, prior to him 
leaving the pro tern, he said, "Well, during 
reapportionment they elected fourteen assemblymen 
to come over to the senate and we just couldn't 
make senators out of them " That was his feeling 
toward it And that 1 s what they did They made 
the senate into an extension of the assembly And 
as the new ones came m power-plays grew, passing 
money around from one campaign fund to another— 
which I don't believe m—to get a person elected 
obligates you That was the old Jesse Unruh 
assembly method of pumping money into a certain 
campaign and then all of a sudden a guy is 
beholden to you for a vote on anything I just 
don't believe in that You should represent the 
people that elected you, that put you up there I 
used to tell Moscone, when we had opposite views 
on bills that he proposed, that I was not elected 
from San Francisco and I didn't have Carol Doda 
running my campaign So, nothing personal, but I 
couldn't vote for certain bills 
You know, according to press reports, you and 
Moscone nearly came to blows over questions of 
leadership struggle Is that true 9 
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was a certain bill It was a bill concerning 
reducing manslaughter, I think it was, from 
fifteen years to life, or something like that It 
was either murder one or manslaughter I can't 
remember Anyway, it was to reduce the penalty 
for murder from fifteen years to life to five 
years to life He tried it before in the senate, 
and I wouldn't go for it And then he had Senator 
[John A ] Nejedly carry the bill, 1 hoping to get 
more Republicans Senator Nejedly was a 
Republican and a former sheriff from the Bay Area 
He carried the bill and they finally got it 
through And I wouldn't vote for it It went 
into free conference, and I was on the Free 
Conference Committee and I argued against the 
bill That's when I told him that I didn't get 
elected m San Francisco, I got elected m my 
district where they would not go for it And it's 
ironic the way it came out, but the very man that 
shot Senator Moscone only had to do twenty—four 
months in jail for that offense, where he would 
have had to do at least seven and a half years in 
l ai l if it had been left fifteen years to life 
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At least that 1 s my opinion And of course I don 1 1 
say anything I don't want to say anything 
derogatory about the situation 

The assassination of Senator Moscone 
You don't ever want to see something like that 
happen, but it happened But it’s ironic the way 
that it turned out Here's a bill he was very 
interested in, kept telling me that the penalty 
was not a deterrent to murder or manslaughter I 
said, "In my book it is Where a person would 
think twice " If you look at today's market, 
there are increasing terms now 

I would like to get back to Senator Burns again 
and the way m which he worked You carried a 
bill that he originated, I think, that was the 
bill that would repeal the Rumford Fair Housing 
Act We talked about that last time so I don't 
really want to get into the details of what that 
accomplished But what I am more interested in is 
how you and he worked together on that bill and 
what that would tell us about the way in which he 
worked in the senate and exercised his leadership 
Well, Burns and I were very coordinated as far as 
our thoughts were concerned about situations like 
that because we were both conservative and had 
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come from districts with blue-collar Democrats 
And that was the way blue-collar Democrats used to 
think m the old days We could work together 
very well because he had the same type of thinking 
as I had So naturally, we were in agreement on 
so many things It was just a natural thing And 
I looked to him as a senior leader and one that 
had a lot of experience, one who could balance 
things out so where he could look at both sides of 
an argument and try to compromise situations where 
it was beneficial for everyone involved 
What I am trying to get at is specifically how 
would he work 7 If he would come to you and you 
would be unconvinced of his position and if 
argument failed, what else would Senator Burns do 
if he were anxious to get your vote 7 
Well, he would tell you both sides of the 
situation He'd level with you And then, if you 
couldn't vote it, he wouldn't hold that against 
you He knew that I voted the way my district 
voted It wasn't a personal thing with me on 
situations like that My district was opposed to 
the Rumford Act I met with the Southeast 
Realtors there and spoke in front of them and 
that's what they wanted, the people who dealt 
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directly with the sale of houses So that's what 
they wanted Burns was getting kind of tired and 
had so much responsibility in other situations 
that he asked me to take it over So I took over 
the repeal of the Rumford Act 

I still want to get down to specifics If Senator 
Burns comes to a senator, maybe not Senator Walsh, 
but someone else and is unable to convince him and 
wants that vote, is he likely maybe to direct some 
campaign contributions 

No, Burns never did that No, Burns didn't 
do that 

What about committee assignments 7 
Committee assignments, he controlled those He 
had a fair way about him in controlling them, I 
mean a fair way about assigning them Actually 
there were one or two more committees m the 
balance controlled by Republican appointments He 
was 

[Inaudible] 

He went by the person, what their knowledge was 
Like he appointed [Senator Donald L ] Grunsky, who 
was a trial lawyer, a very well-experienced trial 
lawyer, a Republican, to the Judicial Committee, 
as chairman Of course, [Senator Randolph] 
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Collier, who was always on Transportation as 
chairman I was vice chairman of Transportation 
for the first four years and then became chairman 
when Collier went to the Finance Committee 
Collier insisted that I be chairman Well, there 
was no problem there because I had worked very 
closely with Collier who was the dean of the 
senate at the time Burns balanced it, and also 
took the party or the person that was suitable, 
that had the knowledge My expertise was involved 
with construction My whole background was 
construction All the different jobs I was 
familiar with on the roads, dams, hydroelectric 
plants, tunnels, water, everything else involved 
with construction and transportation So 
naturally that was where my field was So he 
placed people according to what their backgrounds 
were He was very fair about it He was one of 
the fairest people I have ever met, not just m 
the senate, but one of the fairest I have met in 
my life 

There was an incident before he lost the president 
pro tern position, there was a challenge, an 
unsuccessful challenge and he disciplined several 
people 
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WALSH Well, that’s a common practice To maintain your 
position you have to have some kind of authority, 
you have to have something to show your strength 
When Moscone became the Democratic Caucus 
chairman, he started a lot of different things, 
and I told Hugh that he was going to be in trouble 
in 1969 What they did, they utilized the same 
situation from the assembly into the senate They 
put on a dinner down at the Century Plaza Hotel 
for "Mr Democrat, Hugh Burns" which was m 1969 
And they put on a big dinner down there that was a 
fund raiser and headed it up with Hugh Burns I 
told Hugh, "You know what's happening here, don't 
you’" He said, "Yeah They want to raise some 
money for the Democratic Caucus towards the 
election " I said, "Yeah, that's not our practice 
but that's what's happening " He said, "Yeah, 
that's what they're doing " And I said, "I'll 
tell you what they're doing besides that They're 
going to raise a lot of money under your name, a 
senior leader of California, a pro tem, 

Mr Democrat They're going to raise a lot of 
money under your name and then they're going to 
turn around and pump that money into different 
people's campaigns m the Democratic party m 
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order to—what word will I use—in order to 
instigate a vote in favor of dumping you as pro 
tern That's exactly what that dinner is for, to 
raise money to defeat you as pro tern because 
that's where the money is going to go m the 
Democratic party " That's an old assembly trick 
He says, "Oh, I don't think that's going to 
happen " And that's exactly what happened 
Influence is what it is 

And so that's when the money started 
transferring from the Democratic caucuses to the 
campaign funds Why, help a guy get re-elected, 
he is beholden to the caucus And if you're head 
of the caucus, you can change the pro tern by 
buying votes 

Now, at this point in 1968, the Democrats are a 
minority The Republicans control the senate 
after the election, twenty-one to nineteen So 
Moscone is the minority leader at this time and 
Dymally is the caucus chairman, is that right 7 
No Dymally was not the caucus chairman Moscone 
was Democratic caucus chairman 
The press reports indicate that Moscone was 
minority leader and Dymally was caucus chair and 
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[Yes, now I remember J 1 

Some controversy within the Democrats 
because they were instigating this kind of a 
system, where they wanted more staff More staff 
for Dymally as caucus chair, more staff for 
Moscone as minority leader 

Right That’s what started the whole thing And 
of course, the caucus really was not a good 
situation for the senate That’s getting back to 
the old factions A Democratic caucus was 
instigated by Moscone, Dymally and Mills and 
Beilenson and the young Turks As soon as that 
caucus was formed the Republicans formed their 
caucus So now you’ve got two caucuses, which 
cost the taxpayers a lot of money because now they 
need more staff, they need more situations to 
benefit them Whatever the reasons were, it cost 
more money and it wasn't necessary That’s why 
that senate used to have so much class It was 
balanced and it didn’t need that And all of a 
sudden you've got power grabbing going on and 
that's exactly what happened 

Well, 1966 was again this watershed year for the 
senate because not only was the senate 
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reapportioned, but now you have the majority, 
thirty-four of the senators coming from south of 
the Tehachapis Prior to senate reapportionment 
in 1966, thirty-four districts were north of the 
Tehachapis, six were south of the Tehachapis 

WALSH Right 

SENEY After reapportionment assembly people came over 

and as you indicated 

[End of Tape 5, Side A] 

[Begin Tape 5, Side B] 

SENEY What we're talking about here, Senator, is the 

change that is going on in the senate after 1966 
You now have full-time, 1 rather than part-time 
legislators and in 1967 you get the beginning of 
the caucuses, with Dymally pushing the idea from 
the Democratic side, and Senator John [L ] Harmer 
on the Republican side What did Hugh Burns say 
about this 7 He must have chatted with you about 
this 

WALSH Oh, yes Hugh was opposed to caucuses He didn't 

want that because he knew this was dividing You 
know, it's like choosing up sides and it's a waste 
of taxpayers' money to [fund] all of the necessary 
things you need for caucus, newsletters, staff to 

Proposition 1A (November, 1966) 
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put those out Actually the caucus was just for 
the benefit of the elected senators. Democrats and 
Republicans, mustering votes where you could 
When I first went up there, you could get 
Republican votes as well as Democratic votes if 
you had a good bill Not to force a bill 
regardless of its value because you had the block 
vote And that's the way it was when I first went 
up there and it all changed 

Let me make an argument and ask you to comment I 
think Senator Moscone, Senator Beilenson, and 
Senator Dymally would say, that Hugh Burns' 
leadership was too conservative That he was by 
some accounts too closely aligned with powerful 
interest groups and that, m fact, the senate was 
not a particularly representative body It might 
have been a very collegial body, but in terms of 
representing the political values of California as 
a whole, it was to the right of those, and that 
what these young Turks and other senators were 
trying to do was to bring it more in line with the 
views of California in general How would you 
respond to a statement like that^ 

Well, I wouldn't agree with that I would say, 
number one, as I mentioned before, there were self 
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enterprising situations that these people were 
involved in, to promote themselves, number one 
And, number two, they were ultra liberal Burns 
was a conservative, and I was a conservative, and 
the people that I was involved with were 
conservative and I represented their district 
Now, I can’t blame, or I can't criticize Moscone 
or Dymally or Mills for the districts they 
represent because that’s the way the districts 
were But also they were taking advantage of 
these, the ultra liberal positions, the bills they 
carried and everything else, for their own 
advantage, to position themselves as committee 
chairmen, to take over the senate for their own 
personal gams But I still can't criticize them 
Like I told Moscone, "There’s nothing personal 
about this I don’t get elected in San 
Francisco " And Burns was the same way Burns 
knew everybody up there for years and everybody 
knew Burns because he had been there so many 
years You know, he was a former assemblyman 
before I ever came into the senate 

He was elected m 1934 to the legislature 
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Was there any truth to the charge that he 
was too closely aligned with industry^ 

No In my opinion, the old-time lobbyists had 
been around so long that Burns knew them and they 
knew him I don't think anybody ever got away 
with anything with Burns He wouldn't permit 
anything like that I think the problem was that 
Burns knew them and they were around all the time 
Moscone used that for a reason to dump him, for 
being too friendly with the lobbyists I want to 
tell you something about lobbyists You could not 
function without lobbyists Lobbyists are 
advocates If you want to call them lobbyists, 
you can They're advocates of who they represent 
You've got churches that have advocates, schools 
that have advocates, unions You've got 
everything in life, every type of an organization 
or group has an advocate So it's not like 
there's only a beer lobbyist or a liquor lobbyist 
Everything, real estate, anything you can think 
of, has a lobbyist, or an advocate, as I call 
them You're doing business to the form of, "You 
tell me your side of the story and how this bill 
is going to affect you And I'll listen to the 
opponent or the proponent " You know, whoever 
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wants the bill Without those people, how are you 
going to function 7 You can't function because 
you're not a ^ack-of-all-trades So an advocate 

for the one side will come m as the opponent or 
the proponent And the other will come m, as the 
other side, and that's what you're doing You're 
listening to the people's needs You're listening 
to the needs of the people who put m the bill so 
that's how you get educated It's just like 
sitting in a courtroom and listening to both sides 
of a story to make a determination on how it's 
going to benefit the state as a whole, at that 
time, I think it was twenty-three, twenty-four 
million people's lives and how it would affect 
them 

If I could get you to be more specific, who were 
some of the prominent, do you think, really 
effective lobbyists 7 

Oh, Judge [James D ] Garibaldi, he was a former 

judge, we used to call him "Judge " Garibaldi was 

an old-time lobbyist and still is 

Did you deal with him 7 

Yes He used to come in 

How would he work 7 



131 


WALSH 


He would come in and tell you there 1 s a bill that 
he's in favor of that's going to affect whomsoever 
or vice versa and how it was going to affect them 
and how it was going to do damage And you'd 
listen to his complete arguments, pro or con, for 
the bill, and the person who sponsored the bill or 
the other side and make your own judgment We 
used to have lunch clubs over at Posey's 
[Restaurant] and over at the El Mirador [Hotel] a 
couple of times a week The one at the El Mirador 
Hotel was called "Moose Milk" and the other was 
"The Derby Club" The Derby Club was at Posey's 
Restaurant Everybody paid their own fair share, 
and we never talked about politics or bills It 
was gentlemen It was very select You had to be 
sponsored into the club, and Collier sponsored me 
into the Derby Club when I first came to 
Sacramento So we would have lunches and no one 
was obligated to anybody but it was a time to 
associate, a friendship thing It's a little 
different today, I think I don't go to it any 
more because it's more political, about 
legislation and everything else It was a way of 
becoming more familiar on a one-to-one basis with 
selected advocates and legislators Anybody that 
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wasn't just up to par was not invited and not 
sponsored It was one of those things It was a 
very good way of off-the-cuff friendship 

You know, you had a chance to talk to 
advocates and it didn't make any difference who 
they represented It could be Gladys Sargent, she 
didn't represent anybody, but she was always 
lobbying for the little animals Whatever bill 
that was going to control squirrels, eradicate 
squirrels m a certain area or dog racing, the 
greyhound racing bill, she was always opposed to 
anyone who put one of those m She was an 
advocate for animals She loved animals She's 
still around today And then you have people who 
represent churches Regardless of what it is, 
you've got to deal with these people or you'd make 
a one-sided decision And you've got to give them 
their respect Now, the way the money is involved 
today, I couldn't go along with the situation 
But that's the way it was when I was there 
SENEY There were several changes of leadership while you 
were there Hugh Burns was replaced by Howard 
Way, 1 who was replaced by Jack Schrade 2 

President pro tern, California State Senate, May 14, 1969- 
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Let's cover that 

Sure Each of these, I'd like to 

In order to get the Republican vote to take over 

the pro tem, a deal was made with [Senator] Howard 

Way That's why there were eleven Republican votes 

and ten Democratic votes, ten Democratic caucus 

members, which I was not a part of 

Were you the only one in the senate to vote 

against Way's confirmation as pro tern* 7 

That's right I would never have 

Thirty-eight to one with Senator Walsh 
That's exactly right That's what I thought of 
Hugh Burns and I wasn't ashamed to stand up and 
say so 

Did you lose your committee positions because of 
that 7 

Oh, yes, I guess so I lost a little area It 
didn't make any difference 
What did you lose 7 

I can't remember I can't remember I would have 
to go back and research that But I was hit, you 
know 

By Howard Way Did you expect to be hit 7 
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Oh, yes 

Would you have hit him if he had done that to you 9 
If the situation had been reversed 9 
If he had been the only vote against you as 
No, no, no I wasn’t running for pro tem 
I mean, would you if you were m his position 9 
Now that's a hypothetical question The thing I'm 
saying is that Howard Way was only in there for 
three or four months and I knew what was going on 
I was aware of the fact that a deal had been made 
and once Burns was gone they were going to move 
in—the young Turks—and replace him with somebody 
else But they had to bide their time because 
Howard Way in my line of thinking, was not an 
acceptable pro tem 

I have read elsewhere that one of Way's problems 
was that he had made contradictory promises to 
people Promised more than one person the same 
chairmanship and put together a very unstable 
coalition Is that your understanding 9 
Yes Well, you've answered what I tried to say 
I didn't feel he was qualified You can't talk 
out of both sides of your mouth He was only in 
there three or four months In fact, if you'll 


check the books, the handbooks, you won't see 
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Howard Way's picture in there as pro tem Every 
other pro tem has had his picture in there We 
were called to have new biographies, updated 
biographies for the handbook, and I purposely held 
mine up for the time Howard Way was m office and 
they couldn't print them without mine Yes, a 
little vindictive business in there By doing 
that they couldn't print the handbook and so 
consequently as soon as Howard Way was replaced by 
[Senator] Jack Schrade as pro tem, I turned in my 
new biography, and the books went to print 
That's one of the those things that Burns always 
said, "Don't get mad, just get even " [Chuckle] 

If you get burnt, just get even 
Did you do anything else to hasten Way's 
departure” 5 Were you involved at all in the 
election of Schrade 7 He was a Republican 
Yes I voted for Schrade Schrade was a good 
friend of mine and Jack was a good pro tem Jack 
was a fair, equitable person that could do it, and 
I knew that it was going to be a temporary thing, 
but it had to be set up where time would pass 
because they had to have an acceptable pro tem 
that was Republican 
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December, 1980 


Because the Republicans were m the majority from 
1968 to '70, the period when, part of which 
Schrade served as pro tem 
Are you sure 7 

Yes, twenty-one to nineteen 

I thought it was twenty to twenty with the Lt 
Governor as the swing vote 
I think that’s it You're right 

So anyway I voted for Schrade, and Jack was a fair 
person He was from the old guard And he was 
one you could count on He knew what he was 
doing, and as long as Hugh Burns was leaving, at 
least you had a qualified person m there Then 
the transition took place when the change came for 
the Democrats to take over and that's where Mills' 
contributions toward the effort to dump Hugh Burns 
were rewarded 

What did you think of Mills 1 as a leader 7 
Well, I don't Mills was 

Moscone was majority leader Mills was pro 

tem 

Yes That was the whole plan and I think Senator 
Moscone was the architect of the whole plan And 
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that was his reward [Mills 1 ], to be pro tern 
Moscone had other thoughts in mind, which as the 
end result was running for mayor of San Francisco 
It was a coalition that did it If that's 
progress, that's one thing I didn't think it 
was I thought it was a mistake, but nothing is 
forever So Hugh Burns' reign wasn't forever, so 
that's the way it was But it was really nice 
when I first went up there Around 1969, 1970 it 
started to change You see what's happening today 
with different initiatives I don't believe m 
passing laws with initiatives If the legislature 
was doing its 30 b, you wouldn't have to have these 
initiatives 

Let me go back to when you came to the 
legislature, to your committee assignments because 
those are very important to a senator's career and 
influence, would you agree 7 
Oh, yes 

You began as vice chair of Business and 
Professions How did you get to be vice chair as 
a freshman member 7 

As I mentioned before I had my own business and 
that was one of the reasons to come m as vice 
chairman Like I told you, Hugh Burns selected 
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people for different committee positions because 
of their backgrounds and what they are involved m 
in their personal life, or vocations Burns liked 
me and I liked him, and we thought alike on so 
many different things, it was a complement to each 
other And so he gave me vice chairman of 
Business and Professions because I was a 
businessman 

Who was the chair then? 

I can't remember 

What do you recall about your service on that 
committee? 

Oh, I think [Senator] Alan Short was chairman It 
had to do with all types of businesses and it was 
a very interesting committee And as I said 
before, you had your proponents and opponents to 
bills come in, and it was really a challenging 
committee 

Was Short a good chairman? 

Short was a good chairman He had plenty of 
experience, and had been around for quite awhile, 
and so it was one of those things that being a 
junior member, you accepted Of course, you tried 
to get as much as you could through your 
friendship and everything else with these 
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committee appointments in order to be effective m 
your district So that’s what I did I was 
mostly involved in things that I was familiar 
with I was never on judiciary, even though I 
took a correspondence course in law just to 
familiarize myself with the legal aspects of 
bills I took a correspondence course with 
LaSalle University out of Champaign, Illinois and 

SENEY When you entered the legislature you took 

this** 

WALSH Yes You know, if you're going to carry a bill 

that's going to change a law and you're up in 
front of thirteen lawyers that are on Judiciary, 
if they are all lawyers, you ought to at least 
know the law to the effect that you can be 
effective in carrying a bill I did carry one of 
the bills that is very important today it was the 
right to a speedy trial 1 That was one of my 
first bills The time between the time you were 
arrested and the time you went to trial was 
minimized Before, sometimes a guy would be in on 
an offense and the courts were crowded and he 
would be in jail for thirty days or sixty days 
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before he was arraigned And all of a sudden 
you'd get a ten-day sentence I'll tell you who 
was really affected by this, and they almost had 
to turn her loose, was Patty Hearst The right to 
a speedy trial law was m effect I had carried 
it and it was signed into law And when she was 
arrested, they were just under the deadline of 
having to release her because of the right to a 
speedy trial law [Chuckle] 

You also served on the Transportation Committee 
Yes, I was immediately put on Transportation 
because of my familiarity with the transportation 
problems in California I was vice chairman of 
that 

Senator Randy [Randolph] Collier was the chairman 
and he was a very legendary member of the 
legislature Tell me about him 
Oh, he was a great person He was a great 
legislator He was a person that was very 
dedicated and experienced You know, we used to 
call him "the silver fox" because of his silver 
hair and because he was very foxy He knew how to 
handle bills I remember one time somebody put a 
bill m that he didn't like and he had to go to 
Washington So he just took the bill and 
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everything else, and put it m his pocket and took 
it to Washington with him because he didn't want 
that bill passed until he got back and could 
analyze it the way it should be analyzed He just 
took it to Washington with him so there would be 
no action on the bill while he was gone 
[Chuckle] He was very effective He was very 
knowledgeable about transportation Of course he 
claimed to be known as "The Father of the 
Freeways " That's questionable There were a lot 
of people m Washington involved on the interstate 
freeway system, but m California that's what they 
knew him as and he got that reputation He was 
very friendly with me and I got along with him 
very well 

Was this a personality matter, do you think that 
you just hit it off well 9 

Yes I always dealt with older people all my 
life I had older people working for me m my 
business and there was a lot of mutual respect 
We saw eye-to-eye on a lot of situations that were 
m bills and things like that and we had a very 
close working relationship 

In the legislature it does often come down like 
that, doesn't it 9 
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Oh, yes It has to 

How you get along with each other 
That's why factions are not good 
At one point he appointed you to a special 
[informal] committee to go back to Washington, 

DC to try to get federal funds reinstated that 
had been withheld Tell me about that 
That was on the Century Freeway Interstate 105 
I did go back to Washington to have the Century 
Freeway put into the interstate system so it could 
be considered for funding, and this was 
accomplished 

San Francisco had approximately $250,000,000 
awarded to them by the Interstate Freeway 
Commission which determined the funding for 
interstate freeways This money was for the 
Embarcadero Freeway, which was to go around San 
Francisco and connect to the Bay Bridge The 
federal commission was headed by Alan S Boyd, who 
was the Secretary to the Department of 
Transportation at the time m Washington The 
federal commission wanted them to build the 
Embarcadero Freeway to connect up with the Bay 
Bridge, and San Francisco didn't want to do that 
If you don't abide by the federal demands, they 
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rescind the money and it goes back into the pool 
and then the next priority allocation, wherever it 
is, m whatever part of the country, is awarded to 
the money In order to circumvent this and not 
lose the money, I first went back there I wanted 
to go back and try to get that money re¬ 
established m southern California So I went 
back to Washington, I made several trips back 
there and some congressional friends of mine, 
[Congressman] Chet Holifield, and [Congressman 
Harold T ] Bizz Johnson set up appointments with 
Alan S Boyd for me I was successful in 
obtaining the $250,000,000 for the Century 
Freeway The total cost at that time of the 
Century Freeway was $244,000,000 That was the 
total cost And so 

Now, the Century Freeway would have gone 
from L A Airport east 
East to 605 

And connected with, that's the San Diego 
Freeway 7 

No, from the San Diego Freeway east to the 605, 
which is the San Gabriel Freeway and that would be 
right at the edge of Downey Right there it runs 
along the San Gabriel River 
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SENEY How many miles is that 9 

WALSH About 17 6 miles The city of Hawthorne was 
opposed to this Senator [James A ] Wedworth 
represented them He didn't want the freeway 
All the news releases that go back through 1968 
and 1969 

[End of Tape 5, Side B] 

[Begin Tape 6, Side A] 

SENEY Senator, we were talking about the Century Freeway 

and Hawthorne's opposition to it Let me say 
something You gave me a memo which was very 
detailed and very lengthy, and if I recall 
correctly, the freeway finally was commenced Is 
that right that the Century Freeway finally got 
built at what point 9 
WALSH It's not finished yet 

SENEY It's still under construction 9 

WALSH Sure It's still under construction 

SENEY And this illustrates how long and how difficult it 

is to do something like this 

WALSH It should have been completed m 1971 or 1972 at 

the latest, under the plans that we had What 
happened was, as I mentioned, there were special 
interests in Senator Wedworth's district that 
didn't want the freeway going through there and so 
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they brought m a superior court judge—Judge 
Harry Pregerson—and he put an injunction against 
it Then they brought in all types of 
environmental impacts and things that took years, 
and Hawthorne and that area was responsible for 
all of the delays, and it went into court That 
freeway will be one of the most expensive freeways 
m the world because of the fact of delays Then 
when [Governor Edmund G ] Jerry Brown [Jr ] came 
m, he really stopped everything, he didn't want 
to pour any cement at all He didn't want to 
finish any freeways He didn't want do to 
anything that was constructive in the construction 
arena or area So he stalled it with his 
appointee, Adriana Gianturco, who was Secretary of 
the Department of Transportation here m 
California 

Was this whole Century Freeway one of the major 
frustrations that you experienced^ 

Oh yes, it was really bad news because I could 
see what the cost was doing We could have built 
it for $244,000,000, that was the bid to go ahead, 
and they stopped it Just like I mentioned in the 
report, it will cost in excess of two billion 
dollars by the time it is finished because of the 
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aerial view of Route 105 (Century Freeway) heading west 
from Route 605 (San Gabriel Freeway) 
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acceleration of construction costs and the 
acceleration of all the costs in it, and the added 
costs that were really not involved with it at the 
time It was all because of delays and 
procrastination, and I will lay all that to the 
city of Hawthorne The city of Hawthorne and 
their former mayors and city councils are the ones 
who are responsible for it, I think 
There were some other things that you were 
interested in in the transportation area One of 
the things was that you were in the press for 
having criticisms of the California Rapid Transit 
District 
Right 

And at one point they had let some contracts for 
some studies and your criticism was "Well we've 
had enough studies We need to get things done " 

I researched that and that was another bureaucracy 
where the people didn't particularly care for It 
provided nothing advantageous to the 
You said it ran a bus line 
They ran a bus line Yes We went back to buses 
Now we're going back to rail again One of the 
finest transportation corridors in the United 
States was m the Los Angeles area with five 
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corridors, called "the big red " The Pacific 
Electric [Railway Co ] ran rail cars to five 
different areas and owned the property It was 
there and m operation It was one of the great 
transportation systems Revitalization of that 
system would have been the answer to the whole 
thing because there's no way they're going to put 
a high speed transit system in Los Angeles There 
are too many stops Even the one in New York, the 
underground, their peak speed is thirteen miles an 
hour because of the stops, so many stops So the 
peak speed is thirteen miles an hour covering the 
space they cover That's been in over 100 years 
You're not going to do anything better than what 
they already had 

So, I was very critical of them because they 
destroyed a perfect right of way, paid for by the 
taxpayers, initiated and operating, they blew it 
Then put m a bus system, and the bus system just 
contributed more smog and it was never a self¬ 
paying situation I really was critical of them, 
and after researching the stacks of surveys and 
studies they had, stacked end on end, was taller 
than I was, and I am 6'4" So I just stated that 


we had had enough studies Were we really going 
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to do something, or weren't we 9 So that was my 
concern of transportation in L A 

You also supported an increase m the gasoline tax 
to be given to counties to do with as they 
pleased 

Well, there was a purpose to that, it wasn't to do 
just what they pleased 

In terms of transportation, I mean To be used 
for transportation purposes Well, tell me about 
it 

I don't know I can't remember the bill 
In terms of the Transportation Committee during 
the time that you were on it, what were some of 
the issues that you dealt with^ 

Well, one of the major ones which I accomplished 
was the north-south gas tax bill 1 That was the 
allocation of funds out of the federal government 
for the interstate freeway system Since 1948 
when it was created, it was fifty-five, forty-five 
split, 55 percent for southern California and 45 
percent for northern California 
With the Tehachapi's dividing line’ 

That's right The northern counties controlled 
transportation, which was Collier's duty and 
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Burns* Because of reapportionment there were 
fewer legislators coming from the south This 
bill was put in every year because the amount of 
taxpayers paying gasoline taxes was more 
concentrated m southern California than northern 
California and the ratio of 55 percent to 45 
percent was not a correct ratio You had about 63 
to 64 percent of the people m southern 
California, so the sixty-forty bill would be 
introduced, [it would provide southern California 
fifty million dollars more a year] 1 

Assemblyman [E Richard] Cap Barns would 
introduce it every year in the assembly and it 
would sail right through, but when it got over to 
the senate, Collier would kill it He had the 
votes on the [Transportation] committee to kill it 
and he had the votes on the floor to kill it But 
it never got out of committee, [Chuckle] for 
twenty-four years I brought it out of the 
committee under the concept that we would let the 
Department of Transportation, which it was known 
as at that time, make the decision of what the 
split should be Northern California was building 
freeways and double-decking them and everything 
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else with southern California's contributions 
There were more people contributing down south and 
there was more area down south than there was m 
areas like Sacramento San Jose, and San Francisco 
and the northern cities It was an unfair 
situation 

Then I got my bill on the floor and Collier 
knew what was going to happen He said after the 
fight was all over—I think it was eighteen hours 
on the floor that it took to get that bill out 
because we had some southern California people 
such as Senator [George] Deukmejian and Senator 
Beilenson that held back and would not vote on it 
because of certain commitments I guess they made 
to other people I couldn't muster the votes It 
took me eighteen hours on the floor to get that 
bill amended to sixty-forty I had the amendment 
prepared and it came out of committee and got on 
the floor, and then I put the amendments m on the 
floor and it took me that long to get the votes to 
do it And then it went to the assembly and they 
sailed it right through But they held it Once I 
got it out of the committee and off the floor, it 
was a sure thing in the assembly 
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What happened was the friends of Senator 
Mills that were still m the assembly held my bill 
m committee and he put a bill in, an assembly 
bill under his name It was an identical bill 
because it had already passed the senate, and 
that's called "pirating a bill " He then took the 
bill over and put me on as a co-author 1 , and had 
it passed m the assembly 

SENEY Why would he do this** 

WALSH For his own publicity There's a lot of bills 

they do that to See, you get the bills through 
the senate that can't be passed Everybody knew 
that it was my bill In fact, Collier told me, he 
said, "We knew that it was going to go sooner or 
later because of the reapportionment and the votes 
from the south But the only one we were going to 
let have it was you, Walsh " That was the way it 
was going to be So that's when Burns and them 
all discussed it But they made me fight for it 
People withheld their votes on it until the wee 
hours of the morning In fact, Senator Deukmejian 
at the time tried to adjourn the senate—I forget 
what time of the morning it was, three or four 
o'clock in the morning He tried to go against an 
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established principle in the senate that when a 
senator has a call on, there is no way you would 
withdraw the call by a vote of the senate until he 
either does it himself or he gets the votes If 
he wants to pass until the next day, that's his 
privilege Senator Deukmejian tried to denounce 
that situation to the point where he tried to call 
for a vote to adjourn the senate 
And that was a breach of etiquette 7 
Oh, yes And it didn't go I finally got the 
bill out Mills pirated it through the assembly 
and ran a quick bill through, you know, and took 
credit in his own district I had already 
received the news media coverage and everything 
else from the senate because it was already done 
Since he has served as governor for eight years, 
why don't you comment on Senator Deukmejian What 
was he like as senator 7 

He was a product of the "kitchen cabinet" m the 
Reagan administration, he carried bills and he 
went right along with the administration I 
helped him out on several of his bills I voted 
because of my district for several pieces of 
legislation that Deukmejian carried for the Reagan 
administration So it was one of those things 
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where you didn't go on one side of the aisle or 
the other side of the aisle You didn't say, "I 
am a Democrat, I'll never vote for a Republican 
bill " That was the old Burns attitude, his 
philosophy and mine was to vote for the bill 
because of the bill 

Let me ask you about Deukmejian Did you say to 
yourself, "Boy, here's a comer, this guy's going 
places " 

No I had no idea in my mind that Deukmejian 
would ever become a governor He is not a 
powerful person He is not a powerful 
personality He was just there He was a good 
senator representing his party, representing the 
administration And naturally he was trying to 
promote himself to climb the ladder Nice person 
He didn't leave that great of an impression on 
you 

When was it that you succeeded Collier as Chairman 
of the Transportation Committee 7 
I can't remember I'd have to research that I 
think it was in 1970 See, they put Senator [Tom] 
Carrell m when Collier went to Finance But he 
died He was only m there a short time and it 
was more of a courtesy thing because he was vice 
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chairman of Transportation for so long, see They 
put him in as chairman and they put me m as vice 
chairman But he passed away I think he was 
only in there about six months He passed away 
over in Honolulu I can't remember the exact 
date [October 15, 1972] 

SENEY What did you do as chairman of Transportation 7 

WALSH All of these heavy bills that I carried had to do 

with Transportation I carried the freeway 
fencing bill 1 It was the one where we had 
pedestrian access over a freeway We had 
protection of building fences across the freeways 
SENEY That was to keep you from throwing things off 

WALSH Yes Well, a man m my district was killed 

His wife [Mrs Beverly Owenbey of the city of 
Downey] 2 came in and we got a petition up with 
4,000 signatures on it That's how I told her to 
do it Her husband was killed Some kid threw a 
thirty-pound boulder on the freeway He was a 
truck driver and it decapitated him At fifty, 
sixty miles an hour, you've got a thirty-pound 
boulder hitting you m the face, why So 

'S B 128, 1971-1972, Reg Sess Cal Stat ch 112 (1971) 
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that instigated it I think it was 1,582 
overpasses m the state of California that had 
pedestrian access and didn't have any protection 
at all They couldn't do them all at once, so 
they just started doing them by priority There 
were other incidents that happened, m fact, one 
woman threw a baby off the bridge over a freeway 
down in L A Different things like that 

Then there were other bills Beautification 
of industrial areas for freeways, 1 and primarily 
the one that first started was the Long Beach 
freeway that went through my district, through 
Bell Gardens and all through there, the Long Beach 
freeway, which was an industrial area 

I carried the solid cement divider bill that 
you see up and down the freeways That was 
another bill of mine That was because we were 
losing people in head-on crashes The freeway 
dividers we had weren't quite what they should be 
and we lost one assemblyman [Assemblyman} Alan 
[G ] Pattee was killed because of a truck coming 
through the oleanders, a pick-up truck, hitting 
him head-on There were two people in my district 
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that were killed, the president of Latchford Glass 
Company, who was a friend of mine, and his father- 
in-law were killed coming down the Santa Ana 
freeway on a Sunday by a head-on collision And 
then, I think it was Burton Chase who was a Los 
Angeles County Supervisor, was killed when a truck 
went through a barrier on the Long Beach freeway 

SENEY L A County 

WALSH Yes And so I put m a bill to have a solid 

divider in the middle of the freeways, 1 and you 
cannot build another freeway without that being a 
part of it I carried a bill that kept forty feet 
distance m the center of all freeways that were 
being constructed for the purpose of high-speed 
transit m the future on certain freeways 2 Of 
course, X see some of those have been put into bus 
lanes or converted over to car-pool lanes But 
that 1 s what they were supposed to be 

I carried a bill for sound barrier walls up 
and down the freeways, which affected housing 
The state would have to put them m if the freeway 
went through an area where there was housing 
already there, which they had done all the way up 
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and down the state of California But if the 
freeway was there and the contractor then 
subdivides, then the contractor has to put it m 
if they work out a negotiable situation 

There were a lot of bills that I carried that 
were important, that are important to the people 
in the state of California that were safety bills 
Recap tires on the front steering wheels of 
trucks 1 You see pieces of them up and down the 
highway and you see recap tires all over, all 
along the freeways I tried to get the thing for 
all wheel recapped tires, but I couldn't do it 

SENEY Do you consider your actions in Transportation to 

be the most important things you did while you 
were in the senate* 5 

WALSH Yes That was one of the most important things 

One of the reasons that I was even interested in 
being in the senate was the inventory tax bill 
Because I was a victim of that in my business, and 
I thought that the county inventory tax was one of 
the worst types of taxation there was, it was a 3 
percent tax on whatever you were in possession of 
which you had already paid for 
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We talked about that before and that was one of 
the first things you put in when you 
Right McCarthy and I 
Assemblyman Leo [T ] McCarthy 9 
No, no, no Leo McCarthy pirated some of my 
bills He pirated my premature subdivision bill 1 
and ran with that No That was another bill 
that I put m to prevent quartering Suede shoe 
subdividers were selling desert properties and 
mountain properties to people, and taking them for 
their money We were talking about something 
else What was the other thing 9 
We were talking about McCarthy 

Senator [John F ] Jack McCarthy and I carried the 
McCarthy-Walsh Act, 2 which is the littering act, 
a fine of $500 for littering to $1,000 I don't 
think it's been prosecuted very much It's an 
influence, it prevents littering Because we 
spend millions of dollars cleaning up these 
freeways and also, of course, they are using 
traffic violators to clean them up now 
You were also on the Government Organization 
Committee 
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GO That was a boneyard of bills and that was 
because of my getting along with the powers that 
were m force such as Hugh Burns and Collier and 

Are we talking about the Government 
Organization or the Government Efficiency and 
Economy 7 Or are they the same 7 

GO was the name of it and then they changed the 
name of it, I think, later on It was 
governmental organization 

This was the one where, as you say, boneyard, 
where legislation was sent to be killed 
Well, no no We called it the boneyard because 
of the fact that the bills that were not well 
received were voted for or against They were all 
heavy bills is why they called it the boneyard 
If you didn't make it through Governmental 
Efficiency or Governmental Organization [GO], it 
didn't go anywhere If it did go through there, 
it was a good bill 
That was a powerful position 
Oh, yes, very powerful 

Was that probably the most powerful position you 


had 7 
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No, I think chairman of Transportation was the 
most powerful position I held m the senate 
because transportation took in so many things that 
were in my category of expertise or category of 
vocational background 

Back to Government Organization Committee, this 
was the one that was used to kill legislation that 
was not wanted for one reason or the other 
Explain to me how that worked Can you tell us 
some specifics 7 One of your bills was killed in 
there Your anti-rioting bill was killed there 
Yes I put that bill in several times, you know 
There were several bills killed that I had It is 
depending on the committee makeup If the bill is 
sent to GO, it had to be relative to something 
that that committee was familiar with Just like 
a transportation bill went to Transportation 
Something to do with construction, something to do 
with trucking, something to do with 
transportation But it had to be m that category 
and so it had to be relative to whatever GO is 
involved with So you couldn't send a bill that 
wasn't relative to GO They killed the bills by 
vote If you had enough votes to get a bill out, 
you got it out If you didn’t have enough votes 
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and that's what took a lot of personal lobbying 
if that's what you want to call it, lobbying 
[Chuckle] to get your bills out If they had 
enough votes to kill it, that was it 
SENEY You also served on Public Utilities and 

Corporations You were vice chairman of that one 
for a period of time Why don't we save our 
discussion of that committee for next time because 
we're out of time for today 
[End of Tape 6, Side A] 
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We were talking last time when we ended about the 
Public Utilities and Corporations Committee and 
you were vice chair of that committee I was 
wondering if you could tell me some of the 
important things that happened during that term on 
that committee 

It's hard to remember back that far, you know, 
we*re talking quite a number of years ago But 
that committee, and every other committee that I 
served on, took apart all of the bills that came 
in and studied them and listened to the proponents 
and opponents of the bill and then made a decision 
on them I can't go into details on any 
particular bills unless you 

Well, there's none of them in the information that 
I looked up on you that really sticks out We 
have talked about the most important legislation 
that you sponsored, the transportation 
legislation There was one thing that we didn't 
talk about that got a good deal of press and that 
was your proposal for a rail link between L A 
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International Airport to the proposed Palmdale 
Airport, which is still on the drawing boards, and 
Las Vegas Tell me a little about that 
WALSH Well, I started on that back m the late sixties 
Right after I got into office I had several 
meetings with Del Webb m Las Vegas to try to 
encourage all of the entrepreneurs in Las Vegas to 
help fund the thing to Las Vegas It was going to 
go from Los Angeles Airport to the proposed SST 
Airport [Supersonic Transport] in Palmdale, 
California, which would be the main west coast 
airport That would make Los Angeles 
International airport a satellite That would be 
your immediate transportation from all over the 
world into Palmdale, because of the air access and 
the low density of population out there at the 
time Then we were going to continue it on and 
studies were done to go to Las Vegas Our plan 
was to encourage financing on a situation such as 
Comsat [Communications Satellite] It was to be 
paid out of fare box, but it needed [an initial 
investment group for] 1 funding They are still 
trying to do it now There have been studies and 
contracts now I started that back m 1968 
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The reports indicate that your purpose here was to 
cut down the noise in Los Angeles Now, we're 
talking about the supersonics 

Supersonic jets I went to Washington on 

this That was one of the things that Alan S 
Boyd was talking about, supersonic airliners, and 
the problem with them was the noise factor They 
would break the sound barriers and that creates a 
noise situation that shatters all of the glass and 
everything else So that was kind of outlawed, 
ruled out supersonic aircraft, but the Department 
of Transportation in Washington was real 
interested in it And I made a couple of trips 
back there and talked about it to the Department 
of Transportation We brought in all the 
financial people that were involved that we could 
We brought m General Electric, because they could 
make a contribution to it, and TRW Systems Group 
[Redondo Beach, California] were involved and 
Oh there's a list of them in that press 
release there We met in Las Vegas on it We 
brought in some others, at that time Kirk 
Kerkonan was involved in the hotel and casino 
industry We thought that it would be an 
encouragement for people to finance [the route], 
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you know, it was a fare box thing, to go to Las 
Vegas We had this meeting with Del Webb, who 
represented Howard Hughes, and Walter Kiddee 
Constructors did a study on it, of which I have a 
copy Did you see it 9 
No, I didn't see that 

Well, I'll give you a copy of it but I want it 
back I think it was quite an extensive study 
There are some pages m that scrap book that came 
out of that study But they did a study on it, 
cost evaluation and projection of the construction 
and everything on it, so it got into quite a 
situation We had the banking industry back m 
New York involved, Citi-Bank Every major money 
foundation that was approached was involved m it 
The funding of the thing was stopped They just 
put it on the back burner because their people 
said, "Why should we invest m something like that 
and get a low return on our investments when we 
can put it into other things and get a 14 percent 
return or whatever " So that was the thing that 
slowed it down 

Now it's on the front burner again The 
Japanese are involved m it The Germans are 
involved m it Bechtel [Construction Co ] has 
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already signed contracts on it They are doing 
more studies and they are doing the same things 
Only it's coming out of, I think, Anaheim, 
California, and going to Las Vegas And it 
doesn't have anything to do with moving the 
airport, I mean, making an airport in Palmdale any 
more, it's just a straight shot to Las Vegas for 
gambling That's about the only thing that they 
are interested in now This could have served as 
a major west coast international airport m 
Palmdale which would have been just minutes by 
this high-speed transportation system from Los 
Angeles And so what it's developed into is not 
for the benefit of the public as a whole, but they 
seem to want to get a high-speed transportation 
system somewhere to gamble and that's the only 
reason they can think of right now 

Let me move on to the 1970 elections You ran for 
reelection to the senate and did very well against 
your opponent Mr Scott Temple In your final 
election you had almost 63 percent or 64 percent 
of the vote, he got almost 31 percent and the 
American Independent Party candidate got the 
balance of the votes in that election Did you 
have any doubts about running for reelection m 
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1970° Had you planned on that 7 
Well, no, they were still battling with 
reapportionment back in there Of course we 
weren't reapportioned until 1970 The 

courts order, I think, was m 1973 or the first 
part of 1974 

I want to talk about that m a minute First I 
would like to talk about the senate election 
The election I worked hard on it I figured my 
record spoke for itself, but naturally, you have 
to enlarge and refresh people's memories of what 
you were doing for them in Sacramento and of the 
bills you carried So I concentrated on that and 
campaigned very hard, like I did the first time 
You never give up The campaign is not over until 
it's won There are no runners-up in an election 
You're smiling Did you like campaigning 7 
Oh, I loved it It was a lot of work, but I loved 
it If the integrity had maintained itself after 
the first four or six years of what I called "one 
of the greatest and most well-respected or highest 
respected jobs a person could ever have," being in 
the California State Senate, it would have been 
wonderful And, of course as it kind of 
degenerated down because of special interests of 
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legislators that were trying to promote themselves 
to certain positions and factions, why I kind of 

Be more specific Tell me what you mean 
Well, Jim Mills and his group of young Turks took 
over the senate And Burns was retired and the 
old guard was slowly gone and it ^ust got to be an 
infighting thing Rather than working together to 
serve the people, your factions were gnawing at 
each other And it got to a point where it became 
a contest on everything you did on the floor And 
that's not working as a unit or a team Aside 
from Democrats and Republicans, the infighting 
within the groups within the Democratic party and 
the Republican party, it got that way You can 
see it today It's, "them against us," or, "we 
against those " 

It was not that legislation was sound policy, but 
that it would satisfy the various factions 
Yes and you had to It was give and take 

all the time OK, I'll vote for your bill if you 
vote for my bill 

Do you recall any of these specifics 7 

Oh, yes, a lot of them I turned them down Of 

course, my bills were killed over m the assembly 
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Tell me about one or two of them 

Well, I told you about the sixty-forty bill They 
held that up over in the assembly They held my 
radar, anti-radar bill 1 I had a bill m there, 
anti-radar speed bill And the assembly group 
that was headed up by Unruh and his group, just 
held my bill in committee and put in identical 
bills with whomsoever that author was Like on 
that radar bill, they put [Assemblyman] Jack [R ] 
Fenton's name on it 2 Fenton carried it because 
it had already gone through the senate That was 
a bill that I tried to get the speed limits raised 
m the state because of the prima facie law was 
twenty-five miles an hour That law was put in 
back when they first had horseless carriages, and 
they didn't have paved streets curbs, sidewalks 
and gutters and 400 horsepower engines with 
automatic brakes and all that So I tried to 
upgrade it And they didn't want to do that You 
know, it had gotten to the point of using radar, 
which was speed traps With that old prima facie 
law, you could come across the county line and 
you'd be in a twenty-five-mile zone from a forty- 


938, 1971-1972 Reg Sess (1972) 

744, 1971-1972 Reg Sess Cal Stat , ch 1346 (1972) 
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mile-zone and they’re sitting there with a radar 
gun trapping you, but they would fine you from 
twenty-five miles an hour, see 
Was it posted twenty-five-miles an hour 7 
Yes, it was posted m certain areas, but it was 
3 ust around the perimeters of the city Like m 
the city of Sacramento, you are m neighborhoods 
or streets, business streets, and every once m a 
while you see a posted sign But they fined you 
from twenty-five miles an hour which was pnma 
facie, and they did it with radar So instead of 
upgrading the speed limits, which the legislature 
wouldn't do, I tried to do that first And then 
also knock out the radar, because I thought it was 
unfair So we made it mandatory that they have a 
traffic engineering survey to upgrade the capacity 
of speed for a street That automatically raised 
the speed limit But they had to have one done 
within a five-year period and re-evaluate what was 
a safe speed on that street and then post it So 
that's why all your streets went to thirty-five 
miles an hour because of the width of them or the 
amount of lanes, or whatever, and they couldn't 
use radar and they still can't today They can't 
use radar unless they have a traffic engineering 
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survey within the last five years on that street 
And that is the law I don't know if it has 
changed since, but that is the law that I put 
through And of course, Fenton had the bill on 
the other side because it was a good bill and 
people liked it because they were offended by 
radar Radar is an entrapment, I felt And this 
means any electronic device that's written m the 
bill So they use radar today, but it's got to be 
done on a street that surveyed as a safe street to 
go forty-five miles an hour or forty miles an hour 
or thirty-five miles an hour, it's not just prima 
facie twenty-five miles an hour all over the land 
Because that's what the courts were doing They 
were fining you for twenty-five miles an hour if 
you were going forty miles an hour on a street 
where you could go forty or forty-five miles an 
hour, so they had to have the engineers survey it 
to justify the speed limit and post it 
Let me ask you about this Was it your bills m 
particular that were pirated by these people”* Was 
this m a way kind of payback for the business 
with Hugh Burns [inaudible]”* 

No In fact, it wasn't out to get Walsh or 


anything like that, it was just that 


They 
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did this to other legislators and it mostly 
happened in the assembly 
You never did this 

No I never pirated a bill Leo McCarthy pirated 
my premature subdivision bill which halted 
quartering of premature subdividers that were 
selling desert property and things like that with 
a few little stakes out there, and we called them 
"suede shoe" 

We talked a little bit about this last time 
You have particular interest in this What was 
the origin of that interest in that particular 
legislation 7 

Well, my father owned a lot of property up in 
Lancaster, up in the desert They were doing this 
in areas up there, out of Hemet And in Hawaii 
they were selling lava rock over there, but they 
would advertise it as beautiful palm trees and 
beaches and all that and there was nothing but 
twenty feet thick solid lava rock And they were 
selling desert properties And this was happening 
to people from the mid-west and back east, who 
were buying properties with their life savings 
And they were just ripping them off and it became 
a thing What's the name 7 I can't think of it 
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[Boise Cascade] had the representatives down 
testifying on subdivisions They had 164 
subdivisions in California alone They testified 
they didn't understand why I was doing that The 
different ones from different areas in Los Angeles 
all came up and testified and they were all 
resentful of the fact that they couldn't quarter 
these Their salesman would say, "Well, here's 
ten acres, you can quarter it into two-and-a-half 
acre plots and you can sell those two-and-a-half 
acre plots and get all your money back and get 
yours for nothing " That was the pitch that they 
used Of course, people bought all of that desert 
land and everything else, and nothing happened for 
years Of course, today they are developing a lot 
of it, but that was many years ago that they were 
just ripping people off, selling them the side of 
a mountain, for crying out loud 
Let's go back to the 1970 campaign, if we can 
You spent a fair amount of money again, $30 000, 
in that campaign, and the reports indicate that 
you certainly outspent your opponents Was that a 
lot of money for a senate campaign m 197 0 9 Did 
you feel like you spent a good deal of money 9 
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Yes, but it wasn’t like spending today, you know 
I manufactured a lot of my campaign, so to speak, 
because I knew what I was doing And I knew where 
to go to get all of my posters and everything 
else You know, when I first started, I had to 
start from scratch But the second campaign, why 
there was no big problem because you are familiar 
with it, billboards, and the people to deal with 
and it saves a lot of work But you still have to 
spend money on getting the materials and getting 
the newspaper ads and also you have to pay your 
staff that are helping you You have to hire 
people to help you because you can't do it by 
yourself and still maintain your position in the 
legislature You've got to be up here and be 
running back and forth But $30,000 in the second 
campaign was 

It's about what you spent m the first 
campaign It's about the same amount 
But things have changed today I imagine it costs 
more than half a million dollars And they have 
television and everything else 
Did you use any television 9 

No, I didn't use television because you are 
concentrated m a district of 485,000 in the 


WALSH 
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center of Los Angeles So I did use trucks with 
billboards on them I had the Cal French Bakery- 
trucks They were friends of mine and they had 
six small bakery trucks, with the solid panels, 
white ones, and I put seven foot posters all over 
them And then they had a big semi [truck and 
trailer], and I put a billboard on each side of 
the semi We would team them up at six at a pop 
and would drive them up and down We drove them 
all over the district and it was very attention- 
getting We used them for moving billboards And 
then I used the seven sheets on plain billboards 
and had them all over 
Seven sheets is a size’ 

Yes, it's seven-by-eight [feet] We had boards 
that were seven-by-eight, and we put them all over 
the district Then the other ones were twenty- 
four sheets, which were big billboard size So I 
had about 200 seven sheet signs out and had trucks 
and we did a lot of sniping in those days They 
don’t do it so much today But we had snipers 
out, you know, with the three foot by twenty-four 
inch snipe sheets We would get a guy out there 
at three o'clock m the morning, and he would 
cover the whole area, you know, the Montebello 
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area one night 

What do you mean by "snipe sheets 9 " 

They put them on windows, they put them on vacant 
buildings It has your picture, vote for Senator 
Walsh on it "One good term deserves another," 
with your picture on it And that was the theme 
of our election campaign And by the way, I put 
out a campaign, what-do-you-call-it 9 An eight- 
page 

Brochure, mailer 

No, not a brochure, mailers There's a name for 
it I can't think of it Anyway, those were 
mailed out like a mailer and it's an eight-page 
newspaper What do they call them 9 
Tabloid 9 

Tabloid That's exactly what they call them An 
eight-page tabloid and I put one out in the 
primary election and one out m the general In 
fact, some of the newspaper stuff is in there, and 
pictures and things that came out of my scrapbook 
And it gave all of the propositions and all of the 
information that I felt was my position So it 
let the people know exactly what I was doing We 
mailed them to everybody in the generals and, of 
course, we mailed them to just Democrats in the 



177 


SENEY 


WALSH 


SENEY 


WALSH 


primaries 

Did you do any polling at all m those days to see 
how things were goings 

The only way you could do that was go through a 
commercial outfit, and they charged quite a bit of 
money And being m a concentrated area, the only 
polling that we actually did was local telephone 
calls See you had to, that was another costly 
item out of your telephone district, you can run 
up telephone bills We had telephones and we had 
people calling m the areas Of course, I had 
headquarters out m Montebello, I had headquarters 
in Huntington Park, and headquarters in Downey 
So I had local phones there That' s the only way 

we could do it We would call them We would 
usually do the polling just before the election so 
you could ask for a vote on the telephone 
You weren't really polling You were really 
trying to get people to vote for you 
That's exactly right I did a lot of precinct 
walking, too You know, you've got to get out and 
walk the precincts Knock on doors and go to 
different plants and things like that and meet the 
people It was a heavy campaign all of the time 
It was just going from the start to the last 
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Did you have any worries about it at any point 9 
Well, you are always worried Like I say, there 
are no runners-up in an election Naturally, you 
are always worried that you will be defeated, 
that's how I became a senator I defeated a 
former assemblyman, so you have to keep that in 
the back of your mind 

In terms of the money raised for the campaign, the 
largest campaign contribution you got was $3,000 
from the Senate Democratic Campaign Committee I 
would take it this would be from Moscone and the 
Democratic caucus 

Yes, and I accepted it They knew that there was 
no possible way that they would influence me m 
any way I voted or anything I did I was known 
for that in the legislature because I was very 
independent So that was one of the smallest 

I was going to ask you, was that 9 
No, that was one of the smallest given out and it 
was only because I was in the Democratic 

You got the minimum 

I got the minimum They gave $19,000, I 
understand, to [Senator Nicholas C ] Nick Petris 
m his campaign 
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Why would they give Petris so much^ 

Well, he was having a tough campaign, number one 
He had some people running against him, and Nick 
was a good guy They could count on him Of 
course, he was up against tough competition, so it 
was a two-fold thing for him He needed the 
money, number one, because he had a tough 
campaign, and number two, they needed him But, 
that's always the secret ballot You don't know 
whether Nick voted for them or not 

The leadership ballot 

Which way he voted because it was always a 
secret ballot 

You know, you did a number of things that 
certainly didn't ingratiate yourself in the 
leadership One of them was you made a motion, 
and were very nearly successful, to do away with 
the caucus staffs It missed by one vote That 
couldn't have made them very happy 
That's right No, but I think it was better for 
the senate, better to have no caucuses and siding 
up like they did Because these factions split 
the whole thing up and it was all for personal 
gain Yes, we missed it by one vote But one 
vote can kill anything Or make anything Then I 
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instigated a move to put my seatmate in there, 
[Senator] George [N ] Zenovich, as pro tern, and I 
had twenty-one votes to do it We were lobbying 
the floor and I told Senator Zenovich, I said 
"Hey, we've got the votes, let's go Right now " 
And he said, "No, twenty-one votes, I want to go 
in with twenty-six or twenty-seven votes " I 
said, "Hey, the votes will come You either do it 
now or you're going to blow it " And he didn't do 
it He waited a couple of days, and boom, that 
was the end of it So he missed pro tern I did 
get him on the Rules [Committee], though got 
enough votes to get him on Rules He could have 
been the pro tem if he would have moved when I 
tried to get him to go 
Who was pro tem at the time 7 
Uh 

During your term there was Burns, Way, Schrade and 
Mills 

Well, it was when they were going to eliminate 
Schrade and Mills got it But Zenovich could have 
had it I had the votes I had them locked in 
I said, "We've got to do it today There's 
twenty-one votes you can do anything with But no 
less " But he waited a couple of days to try to 
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get some extra guys behind him, it faded, and I 
said, "They'll all go once they know you've got 
the twenty-one votes, you'll have everybody 
That's the way it is " He didn't move fast 
enough 

SENEY That' s very interesting You didn' t seem to have 

much trouble raising money for your reelection 
You got $2,500 from the paving contractors that 
was the next largest contribution Let me put it 
right, Engineering and Grading Contractors 
Association Someone named R F Ingold gave you 
$1,995 

WALSH I can't remember who that is Maybe that was the 

name of the group or something Maybe represented 
a group of people I don't know 

SENEY Huntington Savings and Loan, $1,000, and then they 

go down from there and you have a 

WALSH The Huntington Savings and Loan money was a 

friend, Bob—I can't remember his last name—but 
he I went through school with his wife 

[Bob Lynch] 

[End of Tape 7, Side A] 

[Begin Tape 7, Side B] 

SENEY So it was a very successful campaign The 

percentages, which again were 64 percent to 31 
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percent, with the American Independent Party- 
getting some votes 1 So when you returned to the 
senate after the 1970 election, you were made 
chairman of one of the senate select committees on 
urban affairs 
Yes Also I was made 

Now let me see, that's the committee on 
which you went after the subdivision legislation 
Right 

And I take it, was that pretty much the sole 
preoccupation of this committee, and did it do 
much else* 7 

Well, yes, it went into all types of situations 
where the cities had the planning and zoning and 
initiated bills that were to help cities' planning 
commissions do their function more easily within 
the law and correcting a lot of inequities 
Let's talk about one of the big issues that came 
up after you returned to the senate in 1970 and 
that's the whole matter of reapportionment 
Oh, yes, that was the whole [Inaudible] 

Well, I've got a few questions, but go ahead and 
tell me about the reapportionment [Inaudible] 
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Well, there were factions and m-factions 
Naturally, Dymally finally got what he wanted He 
became Elections and Reapportionment Chairman 
Why did he want that so badly** 

Because you can control the legislature In fact, 
that was my exit They cut my district in four 
pieces That was one way Because I came from a 
very conservative district, and I wouldn't vote on 
certain bills that they wanted to push through as 
ultra-liberal Democrats, and so when you can't 
defeat a person m a district, the thing you can 
do is cut his district up, and that's exactly what 
they did They cut mine m four pieces I could 
have re-run, but I chose not to because the 
district itself was an area that had just a small 
portion of my old district and that was east Los 
Angeles and downtown L A into Chinatown, little 
Tokyo, all the northern area, clear over to 
Glendale These are areas that I wasn't even 
remotely connected with, it's called the Twenty- 
fourth District So they were successful in doing 
that, and of course there were problems, because I 
had gotten into it with the then leaders, Senators 
Moscone and Dymally and Mills 
So this was payback 


SENEY 
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Oh, yes You know, there are more ways than one 

to skin a cat and they figured them all out They 

couldn't defeat me in my district 

Well you fought very hard to try to reverse the 

reapportionment 

I went clear to the California State Supreme Court 
and testified against the reapportionment In 
fact I told the Supreme Court Justices that the 
way they wanted to do it, they were going to run 
everybody over again Those that had just been 
elected to a four-year term, which was half of the 
senate, twenty senators, such as [Senator] Milton 
Marks and other senators that had been elected for 
four years, they were going to make everybody run 
at one time because of the redistricting I 
testified m front of the Supreme Court and I 
said, "If you make everybody run at the same time, 
all forty senators, those who just spent—like 
Milton Marks spent $300,000 and that's what it was 
getting up to be in those days to get elected— 
you're going to have twenty law suits on your 
hands because they were elected by the people for 
a term of four years " So they didn't do that 
Ultimately it got to the courts, but it starts 
with Senator Dymally drawing up a reapportionment 
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plan 

Yes and Senator Harmer, too 

From the Republican side And the first one cut 
you out It cut your Thirtieth District all up, 
ran it down into Orange County, and the 
justification was that they wanted to take some of 
your northern part out and make a Chicano District 
out of it 

That's right Actually that was the thing that I 
did not look far enough ahead to see what was 
happening to the district Ethnically it was 
changing I was born and raised there, but 
ethnically the whole district was changing and 
they were smart enough to know that But that 
wasn't the purpose The purpose was to take care 
of me, to take the district, cut it into four 
pieces, and then not have a place for me to run a 
solid base They had several plans which chopped 
up certain areas m my district I didn't like 
them I tried to maintain the district as it was, 
with a few additions going down into Hawaiian 
Gardens and taking part of Lakewood and losing 
part of certain areas up in Montebello and 
Commerce, trying to keep intact the district 
because it was represented that way for eight 
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years The people were used to it as their 
district and I was very proud of it, too I had a 
very solid base there, a good following So what 
happened was they kept throwing plans in and out, 
and finally it went to the courts 
Well, Reagan vetoed it, didn’t he 9 
Oh, yes He vetoed it 

Despite the fact that the Republicans m both 
houses of the legislature asked him to go along 
with the plan, he refused to Were you familiar 
with any of the goings-on there 9 

I can’t recall what actually happened Just as an 
overall picture, you know, there was just so much 
infighting going on, trying to survive and keep 
your district intact We defeated several plans 
and when it did go to Reagan, he vetoed it And 
then it went back and new redistricting maps were 
drawn and then it went to the courts, and finally 
the courts adopted it 

The courts appointed special masters three 
retired judges who ended up drawing up the plans 
Yes 

You even tried at one point to re-register as a 
Republican 
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No I knew what they were doing to me They were 
taking the easterly side of my district and moving 
it over into Orange County You go back to 
factions, political infighting factions, which is 
something I just couldn't live with That was one 
of the reasons I just figured, if I can't function 
within the senate the way it was, why then it 
really wasn't becoming any more Do you know what 
I mean 7 

This was a long, drawn-out fight This took 
several years It must have been very taxing 
Oh, it was, it was Remapping and remapping and 
giving up certain portions and putting them back 
together It just got to the point where even 
Collier was disgusted with Dymally in the caucuses 
that we had on this And then finally Dymally got 
up in a caucus and said, "Well, Walsh has got to 
go, that's all there is to it " Now how does a 
person that came over from the assembly, that ate 
his way through the senate and finally through by 
hook or crook got elected with his infighting and 
his people that were involved in it—which I 
thought was a poor way of being a statesman, it's 
far from being a statesman—get elected to the 
Chairman of Elections and Reapportionment 
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[Committee] and he makes the decision through his 
group and announces that Walsh has got to go 
There was an on-the-floor beef all the time 
between Dymally and myself He didn't like me and 
I didn't like him 

Were you ever tempted to make peace with him or 
did they ever put out feelers 7 

Oh, when they first started their caucus they 
invited me to come over to a secret luncheon that 
Moscone and Mills and them had See, outside of 
Moscone all the rest of them were former 
assemblymen And that's what they did in the 
assembly And like I told you, Burns told me, he 
said, "We've got fourteen assemblymen over here 
because of reapportionment and we couldn't make 
senators out of them " 

You didn't go to the luncheon 

I went to one luncheon to see who was there so I 
would know who was involved 
Who was there 7 

Well, it was the liberal Democrats, the young 
Turks, Moscone, Dymally, Mills, a few others were 
there that kind of faded out of it, too, see But 
there were about a dozen people there Some of 
them didn't like the approach that they were 
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taking, such as Senator [Ralph C ] Dills was there 
and he didn't like the approach they were taking 
and so he kind of faded out Nick Petris was 
there Beilenson The usual That's the only 
one I went to just to see who was there [Senator 
Alfred H ] Al Song was there He was m that 
group Without looking at the make-up of the 
senate on the Democratic side picture, I can't 
remember the names 

Did it surprise you that they took this kind of 
action against you, or could you see it coming in 
terms of reapportionment 9 

I could see it and feel it, and I was bitter about 
it I didn't go through what I went through in 
elections and all the effort that I put forth to 
be in the senate to have these people chopping me 
up You know like old [U S President] Harry 
Truman said, "If you can't stand the heat, get out 
of the kitchen " So it went against my grain and 
I would not be a hypocrite and say that I liked 
the environment or the atmosphere of the senate 
The last couple of years it got to the point where 
even though you tried to keep it the way it was 
and the way it functioned so evenly and was so 
beneficial to the people prior to that, I could 
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see what was coming, and it's here today You 
look at it and see what the makeup of it is today 
and what terms of money that is flowing and 
special interests I raised my money for my 
campaign I would put on a super star Robert 
Goulet, Robert Mitchum, and Leslie Neilson were 
close friends of mine and I would use them as 
entertainers for fund raising at $125 a plate and 
serve them a good dinner, too The wives of all 
of the people wanted to come and see the super 
stars, so they could tell their husbands, "Well, 
I've been to enough political speeches, I want to 
see Robert Goulet perform " [I also had] Foster 
Brooks or Norm Crosby He is a good friend of 
mine, and so is Phil Crosby, Bing Crosby's son 
They all did shows for me, and that's how we 
raised all of our money 

You got to know these people when you were mayor 
of Huntington Park and were putting on your parade 

Yes, that was most of it, but the real close 
relationship came when I hired Ken Vils Ken Vils 
just knew everybody m that business, and he still 
does Today he's a stand-in for Robert Mitchum 
and Leslie Neilson He works with them today and 
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always has worked with them and he knew everybody, 
not only the political end He was my field 
deputy I hired him a year after I got into 
office Ken Vils just introduced me 

He was a man m your district that handled 
district matters 

Yes, he and Billie Cole, my administrative 
assistant Ken was my field deputy, and he was 
all over the district Everybody knew him and 
everybody liked him He used to—well, he still 
does—every year he played Santa Claus He'd do 
about twenty-five or thirty Santa Clauses on 
Christmas, and then the Huntington Park Parade 
He'll be m the Christmas Parade this year Every 
year he plays Santa Claus As the last of the 
parade comes down with the big float with the 
reindeer and the sled, he's there ho-ho-hoing it 
[Laughter] He has a Santa Claus suit But he was 
very familiar with the entertainment industry, and 
he just knew a lot of people And of course he'd 
introduce me and then we'd get together Goulet 
helped me out a tremendous amount He did seven 
or eight shows for me In fact, I put Foster 
Brooks with him, and that's when Goulet took him 
to Las Vegas Foster Brooks came up here to do a 
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little show for the Derby Club I used to take 
care of the entertainment for that, and it was a 
half-hour thing for the Derby Club at lunch time 
every Tuesday And so he knew that X was closely 
related with Robert Goulet, so he wanted to stay 
and meet Goulet So I took him to Tahoe where 
Goulet was finishing up his show there He did 
three weeks in Tahoe and then he was going to come 
over and do the show for me at the Sacramento Inn 
And so Brooks wanted to meet Goulet He talked to 
Goulet all the way back in my car from Tahoe to 
Sacramento He did the show in Sacramento with 
Goulet for me and then Goulet took him to Las 
Vegas He was a headliner from then on Since 
then he's been m movies and everything else 
Going back to reapportionment for a minute, one of 
the things that happened was that you actually 
contemplated running m the new senate Twenty- 
Fourth District and you filed papers and then 
changed your mind 

Took my papers out I didn't file them 
You thought about it 

Yes I was going to go ahead and do it Ken Vils 
and I went over there and studied the district 


We drove all over the place and at the last minute 
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I decided this wasn't for me 

One other alternative you did consider doing this 
time was running for the County Board of 
Supervisors when Frank Bonelli died 
That 1 s right 

Did you actually file papers for that 7 
Yes, I did It was an off-term year and I filed 
because that's probably one of the most powerful 
political seats in the state 

And you had no second thoughts of giving up the 
senate seat to be a supervisor 

No In fact, that's what they're doing right now 
In today's paper, there are two senators, [Art] 
Torres and another senator who are figuring on 
filing for the seat down there of [LA County 
Supervisor Peter] Schabarum 
And that's who you went against, Schabarum 
Schabarum was appointed by Reagan to fulfill Frank 
Bonelli's term and he was only in there about four 
months, but he went m and re-ran as an incumbent 
So that's 

That's a great advantage 

Oh, great advantage He ran as an incumbent and 
won it and I ran against him 
How did you do in that election 7 
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Oh, I either came in second or third But like I 
say, there are no runners-up 

Schabarum served up until this last year He 

served twenty years on the board 

Yes, he did He controlled the whole district 

It was very large Well, you're talking one-fifth 

of Los Angeles County m population How many 

people are there m Los Angeles County* 7 

At that point about six million 

No, it was more than that, there were about eight 
million there So you just take one-fifth of 
eight million people 

This was another place in which you got m 
conflict with Mills Mills was acting governor in 
1971 when the Republican National Convention was 
going on and there was a death on the Board of 
Supervisors You were very critical of Mills 
Apparently you went to him and tried to get him to 
appoint a replacement before the then Lt Governor 
[Ed] Reinecke could get back, to make sure this 
wouldn't happen Do you remember that* 7 
I remember it It's been a long time 
You're smiling again 

Well, it was kind of a ploy He had the 
authority but Mills had made, which they often 
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do, a definite agreement with the governor that he 
would not appoint, nor take unfair advantage, so I 
imagine that was the reason he kept his word 
That's what he said was the reason 
But I thought that would be good, just to put him 
on the hot seat and say, "Hey, you're governor 
now Act like a governor And if you're such a 
great Democrat act like a great Democrat and do 
something for the Democrats " 

You were needling him 

Yes, and so I went public with it There 
was no question about that 

You didn't really expect him to do anything 
[Inaudible]^ 

Well, yes, if you want to put it that way I took 
advantage of an opportunity I could because they 
did me in and I know it And I knew it then But 
you are elected by the people to represent them 
and there's nothing really personal about the way 
you vote It's the people that put you m office 
and you have to follow the dictates of the people 
of your district So it's all split up now, 
though All the way The whole district is split 
up, but it's been reworked now to where some areas 
are still intact there They wanted me to run for 
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that district again here a few years back when 
[Senator] Paul [B ] Carpenter was elected to 
represent a good portion of my district, probably 
half of it, after the next reapportionment, which 
took in Downey and the southern area, Santa Fe 
Springs, Paramount and all down through there 
They asked me to return again because I was still 
known down there and I chose not to do that 
Were you tempted at all 7 
Well I was asked by Jack Henning 
The AFL-CIO leader 7 

Right He said, "Paul Carpenter is going to win 
that State Board of Equalization seat and how 
would you like to go back down there and blah, 
blah, blah " We had lunch together and I was 
thinking about it And then I had been out for 
quite a while, you know, years, and I had 
revisited the senate and it's no better than it 
was back then I hesitated m going that way 
And I asked an old friend of mine, I said, "What 
do you think about that 7 I would have to sell my 
home and move back down to Los Angeles and re¬ 
establish and all that And I'd have the total 
union vote and finances " So my old friend, Larry 


Stevens, who has been an advocate, I won't call 
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him that, he’s been a lobbyist for forty-five 
years, one of the old-timers He said, "Well, it 
sounds pretty good, Senator But supposing you 
won 9 " [Laughter] And that stopped me right 
there He said, "You know, you would be back in 
it " And I said, "Boy, I never thought about 
that " [Laughter] Why go back into that squirrel 
cage* 3 It's not like it used to be I don't want 
to seem bitter about it It ended up the way I 

You sound a little bitter, though 
Well, I hate to see something go to seed like 
that It was such a high-class office Everybody 
respected you Today, there are very few people 
[who do], all you need to say is "I'm a former 
senator " The reputation that they have, I should 
say, degenerated since 1970, it's all gone 
downhill, and it was political I hate to see 
something like that 

Let's talk about that a bit more as long as we are 
on the subject One of the things that you've 
mentioned several times and one of the things that 
you quote Hugh Burns as saying, and he was quoted 
elsewhere as saying, is that you could not make 
senators out of these former assembly members 
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Reapportionment, one man, one vote rule, now 
changes the entire aspect of the senate because 
all of these new people have come into the senate 
But there were some other changes that went on at 
the same time One was that you now became 
essentially full-time legislators Another was 
the staffs were expanded significantly at this 
point 

Well, no, not when I first came, they weren't 
expanded They were controlled pretty well by 
senate rules 

Didn't you have a fair addition in your staff 
assistance available to you when you came m as 
opposed to the people who had been in before you 9 
Oh, yes Well they had an administrative 
assistant, which we had They were used to a 
certain, limited amount And the man that 
controlled that was [C D ] Clarence Alexander 
He was the secretary to the Senate Rules Committee 
and that was the purse strings of the Senate Rules 
Committee Actually, I requested a couple of 
extra people in my Sacramento office, but no more 
than what was necessary When I first went up 
there, I had two girls m my office, and then I 
requested another administrative assistant because 
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of the salary situation In the district, I had 
an administrative assistant [Billie Cole] and a 
secretary [Marie Anderson] And that was about 
what everybody had Then I got a field deputy 
[Ken Vils] [In the capitol office I had an 
administrative assistant, Ruth Neeley, a second 
secretary, two office helpers and myself to 
represent almost a half million people out of both 
offices Of course, when I became chairman of the 
Transportation Committee I was allocated a 
committee consultant and a committee secretary ] 1 

SENEY Do you think the legislature changed when it 

became a fulltime body, along with 
reapportionment'* 

WALSH Well, yes It was good when it first started, but 
it changed the whole structure of the legislature 
If it would have stayed the way it was when we 
first went up there, m my opinion balanced as it 
was, without all this aggressiveness to make a 
real project out of it for self-annomtment of 
your own personal means for power, which is what 
it turned into, I think it would have been good 
for the people But today it's not, I don't think 
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it 1 s that beneficial to the people Look how many 
bills go through there a year now 
Let me suggest one thing that others have 
mentioned, people who were in the legislature 
prior to 1966, and then after the change in 1966 
The one thing that’s pointed to by former members 
is before 1966 when it was a part-time body, 
people wouldn't bring their families up They 
would come up themselves They would share 
apartments They would live in the same motels 
together They would socialize together, and that 
tended to make them friends as well as colleagues, 
and that tended to make the process a bit 
smoother Were you familiar at all with this ? 

Oh, yes, but it didn’t work that way after 1966 
because some members like you say, brought their 
families up and they disassociated on a social 
situation with people I socialized with 
different people m the local area and I didn’t 
bring my family up That's one of the problems 
that scattered families When you only have part- 
time legislation, when you are up here, you are 
naturally all together But then you have 
families and bring them up The law requires that 
you maintain a residence in your district So 
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they would have a residence there, but it was just 
a situation like it was reversed of what it was 
when it was part-time 

I'd like to go back for a minute to the question I 
wanted to ask you about Frank Bonelli because he 
was a pretty legendary politician and had quite a 
reputation for being a very effective and powerful 
person Am I right in this 9 

Yes He was very persuasive and very effective 
And you knew him well 9 

Oh, yeah He lived right around the corner from 
me I knew him before I was ever in politics 
Tell me about him 

Well, Frank was, like you say, legendary, and 
everybody knew him He was the reason why I 
carried the north-south tax bill, the sixty-forty 
bill He "thomped" on that for years and years 
Every speech he made was the "cow county to 
control of the legislature, and we're putting all 
our money up there on freeways, and it wasn't an 
equitable share of the gas tax fund, and that we 
could do more if we got our fair share " And he 
would state that in every speech he made 


[End of Tape 7, Side B] 
[Begin Tape 8, Side A] 
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We were talking about Frank Bonelli 
Frank just lived around the corner from me on 
California Avenue m Huntington Park I'd go over 
to his house at least once a month He liked 
that He was kind of like the "old man," you 

know He was kind of like Burns in the local 

area, where Burns was the pro tem up here, why he 
was [down there] He'd want to know what you were 
doing and make suggestions So I would just sit 
down and talk to him in his den for an hour or so 
before I'd come back to Sacramento It happened 
every month or so 

Did you ever find it necessary to call on his 
support for something 7 Advice 7 

Well, I'd talk to him about certain things and ask 

him for advice and what his opinion was as far as 

whatever the situation we were talking about, and 

he was always very helpful 

Did you find his advice valuable 7 

Oh, yes And, of course, Frank was an oldtimer 

He knew what was going on m the area of politics 

and what was happening He was a well-learned 

person So you look to people like him with great 

respect and his advice and suggestions were very 

helpful In different legislative bills that I 
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carried he had some remark to make or some 
suggestion to make It was always helpful because 
he was right there on the spot with the Los 
Angeles area and knew what was going on with it 
My understanding of the Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors is, by tradition and through 
courtesy each supervisor pretty much runs his/her 
own district Is that so as you know it 9 
Right Right They control their own districts 
I had a very good relationship with [Assemblyman] 
Carley [V ] Porter, who represented the Fifty- 
Second Assembly District There are two assembly 
districts in each senate district, and he was the 
southern assemblyman from there And Carley was 
known as, "The father of the water," and he was a 
real nice guy and was very helpful m the assembly 
side, he carried my bills and things like that 
And I carried his bills, whatever Assemblyman 
[Jack R ] Fenton—he was the northern area—and I 
weren't quite that friendly 

Fenton has a reputation for being a very capable 
man, too 

Oh, he's very capable, but he was very well 
connected with Jesse Unruh, and he did his 30 b, 
but we just weren't that close Carley and I 
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were We talked all of the tune because he was 
from the Downey area, and his family was there I 
was close to Carley 

Of course, you didn’t run for reelection in the 
senate, you ran instead for Lt Governor's office 
Tell me about that campaign and why you got into 
it 

Well, X didn’t like the senate the way it was the 
last year or two The Lt Governor is the head of 
the whole senate He is the controlling vote If 
it comes to a twenty-twenty vote, he's the tie¬ 
breaker, and he's head of the whole senate And I 
figured, if I couldn't take over the whole senate, 
why then, I wouldn’t be in there Couldn't handle 
it from both offices I didn't want to run from 
the district, so 

Did you expect there might be a tie after the 1974 
election 9 

Oh, you mean as far as 

[Inaudible] Could be twenty-twenty 

Well, yes, there could very easily have been a 

tie I was going to make that a working position 

It had never been a real working position A Lt 

Governor's job is really to regulate and run the 

senate Always, the pro tern has done it, see It 
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was my intention, if I was elected, to really make 
that a working position for what the position is 
And, of course, I missed the vote by a narrow 
margin and it was all from San Francisco 
Mervyn Dymally defeated you [m the Democrat 
primary June 1974] 

He defeated me with the help of Moscone In fact, 
it's my belief that Moscone encouraged him to run 
for that office 

Before or after you had declared your intention 7 
Who was first to declare their intention to run 7 
Was it you or Dymally 7 

I don't recall 7 I don't recall Mine went right 
down to the last minute, and then I took papers to 
run for Lt Governor So I think Dymally was 
already involved 

There was an early poll that gave you a fair lead 
of 26 percent for you, 15 to 25 percent for 
Dymally, 6 8 percent for Robert W Batten 1 Of 
course, a lot were undecided at that point 
Well, I'll tell you It was always my feeling and 
contention that Moscone instigated the block vote 
in San Francisco He was, m my opinion, the one 
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who started the People's Temple 1 up there, which 
was a solid block vote And he could do anything 
with a group of 6,000 people or so And I 
understand Dymally was involved with it If you 
will recall, those news articles of Jim Jones, who 
was involved, heading it up—of course, I didn't 
know it at the time—but later on it came out that 
that was part of a political situation that 
Moscone was involved with, and that's where we 
lost the election Because I had Dymally defeated 
in the southern area and San Diego I had a big 
campaign going down there But San Francisco 
turned the tide I think it was only 3 percent of 
the vote that he beat me by, or something like 
that 

SENEY You had only run campaigns in your senatorial 

district 

WALSH Right 

SENEY As large an area as you managed to campaign, how 

did you now branch out and run a statewide 
campaign where the state is so large^ Tell me 
about that 


Led by James Jones Jones and over 600 of his followers died 
m a mass suicide in Guyana November 18, 1978 
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Well, I went to different places and appeared in 
different gatherings I flew all over the state 
and made press releases all over the state, put 
billboards up, went on television I spent quite 
a bit of money 
Your own or others 7 

A lot of it was my own money I think I spent 
something like $50,000 just for the TV spots And 
then there's another $10,000 to make the promos 
and it's probably $75,000 to $80,000 in 
television We made these promos ourselves or 
with a company on the sites, on construction jobs, 
m schools, colleges, universities and stuff like 
that, the different areas where there were just 
five or six promos that we made for television I 
just covered the state I went on the road, rode 
on BART [Bay Area Rapid Transit] and everything 
else, with news media in San Francisco So I was 

all over You just have to keep going That's 

all there is to it 

Did you have help from labor unions who had been 
your supporters m the past 7 

I had help from the people who had supported me in 
the past, but I didn't get the labor vote 
Moscone and Dymally engineered that, so I didn't 



208 


SENEY 


WALSH 


SENEY 


WALSH 


SENEY 


get the steel workers' vote I did get some 
unions that went with me I got the police and 
fire, all of them I had the police people, cops, 
COPS [California Organization of Police and 
Sheriffs], and what's the other one 7 PORAC [Peace 
Officers Research Association of California] And 
Charlie Oates was a real good friend of mine and 
he was head of that He was the advocate for the 
different police people all over, and so he was 
very helpful m obtaining that So I had a lot of 
support But 3 percent is not much of a vote, 
less than 3 percent, to miss it by But like I 
said "There are no runners-up " 

Did the Democratic party play any role m the 
election* 7 

No, not to speak of, because the Democratic party 
was 

Now this is the primary we're talking about 

Yes The Democratic party just kind of stayed off 
to one side because Moscone was the caucus 
chairman 

[Inaudible] Rather than the senate Democratic 
organization, the statewide Democratic party 
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The senate Democratic caucus involved themselves 
with all of the Democratic clubs and stuff Now 
the Democratic clubs in my area went with me 
There was no question about that All over the 
state, they solicited Democratic backing 
Let me add here, too, that the office of Lt 
Governor was pretty much open at this time because 
Ed Reinecke, the Republican incumbent, had been 
indicted in the Watergate scandal right after the 
election 

Yes That was one of my news releases I had a 
news release at nine o'clock m the morning m San 
Diego I caught a plane and had another news 
release m television, had another one at the 
Greater Los Angeles Press Club, at 11 30 and then 

1 caught another plane out of L A [Chuckle] had a 

2 30 news release here m the capitol All on 
television, all in the same day And it was 
pertaining to a letter requesting him to resign 
his office because of the problems he had on his 
indictment, and he couldn't defend himself 
properly and do a Lt Governor's 30 b at the same 
time 

You didn’t really expect him to resign^ 
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Oh, I didn't expect him to, but, you know, I asked 
him to 

It was good press 

It was good press The press picked it up All 
the television picked it up and ran with it But 
it was all done m one day It was fast moving 
[Laughter] All on PSA [Pacific Southwest 
Airways] 

That's a common practice any more 
Oh, yeah 

Was it common then 7 

No, it wasn't common then You know, I initiated 
a lot of things m the legislature that no one 
else had done Having a dinner up here to raise 
funds was one where I was the first one to do 
that That was m 1973 I guess it was And 
having a superstar for a fund raiser, see 
Prior to that you conducted that m your district 
Yes, everybody did it m their districts Well, 
my first one goes back to the old luau and m the 
Hyatt House down there 

Did you enjoy the campaign for Lt Governor, with 
the exception of the outcome 7 

Well, it was a mammoth thing and travel, travel, 
travel There were so many faces and places to 
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cover that it was a lot of work, a lot of work 
See, when you're m a concentrated area, such as 
the Thirtieth District, you can travel, but it's a 
local situation When you are traveling all over 
the state 

Were there times when you wondered what you 
had got yourself into 7 

Oh, yes You just have to keep working, though 
You get as many people to work for you as you can 
But those are mostly local people But you have 
to pay people, you have an office m San Francisco 
and one in San Diego, and one m Los Angeles, 
cranking out news releases, and that's where the 
expense comes 

One thing I'd like to talk to you about 

Unless there's anything you want to add on to the 

Lt Governor's campaign 

Well, I felt that The proof was in the 

pudding—Dymally did not make a good Lt Governor, 
and that is a known fact 

He only served one term 

He only served one term and a Republican defeated 
him [Lt Governor] Mike Curb, an unknown, 
defeated him So he went back to running for 
congress m his own area and is a congressman 
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today It was just a mistake on the general 
public's part to elect Dymally, I think And I 
don't say that because it's not true, and I'm not 
facetious about it I say it because it's the 
truth I believe that became a known fact and 
everybody else believed it, too I would have run 
against him a second time, but there were too many 
contingencies, and I could have won it the second 
time 

What do you mean, too many contingencies^ 

Well, there were too many demands being made upon 
me by Democratic members They wanted me to run 
for Lt Governor I can't speak for them These 
were certain individuals who said, "You run for 
Lt Governor You'll serve four years with Jerry 
Brown, his last four years, as Lt Governor, and 
we would help " And all that kind of stuff, but, 
"We want you to rerun again for Lt Governor for 
the second term with [Los Angeles Mayor Tom] 
Bradley running for governor because we want your 
assistance and your following to come m with 
Bradley as governor " And I refused to do that 
Even then, four years before the election, Bradley 
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Yes Bradley only lost by about 52,000 votes So 
if I had been 

Walsh might have made the difference 
I think I could have pulled him m But I didn't 
want to do that 
Why not 7 

I didn't care that much for Bradley And that's 
proven itself out You know, my airport bill 1 
that I put together to put the 

Elevated roadway to the L A airport 
You know, he took all the credit for it I handed 
it to him on my way out But he didn't have the 
decency to invite me for the opening of it And 
we could have done that When I wanted to do 
that, we could have done it for thirty some-odd 
million dollars All the way from the freeway 
and it would be elevated, and all away around the 
L A International Airport, World Way, they call 
it And you could have come in off the freeway 
and we could have had federal funding in there 
We could have had airport funding We could have 
had county funding and city funding And it was 
something like thirty some-odd million dollars 
Well, Bradley did it because of the pressure for 
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the 1984 Olympics And here I would fly in down 
there and I would say, "Here is my project that 
he's taking credit for " And put his name on 
there on a plaque And didn't even invite me for 
the opening And it went off at $565,000,000 for 
openers on the bid $565,000,000 m 1984 when we 
could have done it m—when was it, 1970 or 1971 9 
1972 

We could have done it then for thirty-some-odd 
million all the way to the freeway And it's just 
from Aviation, what's the boulevard, just right 
there at the airport^ I can't think of the name 
of it Sepulveda The entrance to the airport, 
up and around, and then back And we could have 
had it elevated all the way down Century Boulevard 
clear to 405, which is the San Diego freeway You 
could have done a complete setup for that kind of 
money In 1984, it took all that time and 
everything to finalize it It was a good project, 
but I had a lot of my stuff ripped off 
[Laughter] I was told that I was twenty years 
ahead of my time, and it's all come out 

I tried to get Jerry Brown, when he was first 
elected, to finish up the freeways that were on 
the drawing boards and funds had been allocated 
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for them He didn't want to pour any more cement, 
he says, "Small is beautiful " And I said, "Look 
at the appropriations we've got And look at the 
land that is involved and freeways that are not 
completed, that should be completed If you don't 
want to build any new ones, that's one thing But 
complete the ones we've got on the drawing boards 
now and have the money allocated to us for, and 
they're half done Let's finish those up " He 
wouldn't do it So, I couldn't have gotten along 
with Jerry Brown either, see That's another 
reason why I didn't want to rerun for election 
Let me ask you about Ronald Reagan, who was the 
governor m all your eight years in the senate 
When you first were elected to the senate, you 
were critical on one particular issue that had to 
do with U C [University of California] budgets 
Later you were critical of him, saying that you 
thought he was not supporting small business 
people But then there were other articles 
indicating that you were generally well disposed 
toward him as long as you and he could agree on 
matters What was your general attitude toward 
Reagan and your relationship with him and his 
people 7 
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Well, Reagan, in my opinion, personally is a 
decent person, but I think—clear to the 
presidency—it's the "kitchen cabinet" that ran 
Reagan You weren’t dealing with Reagan as an 
individual You were dealing with Holmes Tuttle 
You were dealing with [Henry] Salvator and people 
down m Los Angeles that were the money behind 
Reagan Because Reagan, as far as I was 
concerned, was a script reader A good one, but 
he was a script reader He was sensible, but the 
whole administration ran Reagan So you weren't 
dealing personally with him 

Did you ever have any personal contact with him 
when he was governor 7 

Oh, yes Certainly He asked me to vote for 
certain bills Of course, he had his liaison, 
former Senator [Vernon L ] Vern Sturgeon was the 
liaison between Reagan and the senate And Vern 
was a very good friend of mine I was invited to 
his house, as a lot of senators were when he first 
came up here Two or three times I was at his 
house here in Sacramento at different occasions 
that he had and would invite certain people Now 
you would never catch Moscone or Mills at his 
place I had come from a conservative district 


WALSH 
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I took people into his office and he was very 
receptive when I brought someone up from the 
district who was important on a bill—to have the 
bill signed into law—such as that fencing bill on 
the freeways The lady who was the widow of the 
husband who was killed, we had pictures taken of 
her in the office when the bill was being signed 
into law, and things like that 

I requested certain people to be nominated 
for judgeships in my district, and he was very 
receptive to that because the people that we had 
were very qualified people to become a judge, 
whether it be municipal or superior court They 
were very well qualified, had judicial temperament 
and were very well-liked and very well-educated 
Because I would never hang robes or attempt to 
hang robes on somebody who wasn't qualified Such 
as in the case of a few of them that Jerry Brown 
appointed, who haven't been as qualified as they 
should have been 

My district registered Democrat, but voted 
Republican That's the way my district was In 
fact, I think I was one of the first Democrats 
elected in that area m thirty years There was a 
congressman, Clyde [G ] Doyle, from that area 
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years before, 1 and I don't think anybody 
correlated those Democrats to elect a Democrat 
They always voted Republican They voted Reagan 
two to one against Brown in my district I don't 
know what the exact figures were There was a 
coalition m my district that went for Reagan I 
can't remember the figures, but that's the way 
They are registered blue-collar Democrats, they 
were the old-time Democrats 

Do you consider Reagan an effective governor 7 
Well, in today's market we've got things that have 
come to pass that he put into law or his 
administration put into law that were, I felt, not 
good Some things he did that I voted for were 
for the benefit of the state because of the 
economy and different situations I went along 
with him because of the district A lot of the 
legislative Democrats got a little angry at me 
because I would do that, but they don't get me 
elected My people got me elected You vote your 
district 

He started deregulation of S & L's [Savings 
and Loans] in the state, and it went clear to 
Washington, and you can see what's happening to 


1963 
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the S & L's You get government off of business 
people's back They did it, and the business 
people took advantage of every investment there 
is Jerry Brown, when he became governor, he 
signed deregulation of the S & L's into law in the 
state of California So Reagan started it and 
then continued it m Washington as president 
Deregulation was supposed to create competition 
Paul Volker [Chairman of the Federal Reserve 
Board] was the fed money man there and he got on 
TV and said that that was going, that we should do 
that, and he was a big backer of Reagan's 
administration to get the government off of the 
backs of business people And you see the effects 
of it today 

Let me change the subject slightly and ask you, 
when you left the senate m 1974, you had been in 
office pretty much from 1962, starting on the city 
council and mayor, and two terms as senator How 
did you feel all of a sudden to leave office and 
not have a political position 7 
Well, it felt good the first couple of months 
But then it's a real downer because I moved back 
to the district and things had changed so much I 
wasn't married any more Of course, you know my 
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family had split up in 1971 My kids, both my 
sons, were out on their own It was just one of 
those things You say, “Well, the show's over and 
the monkey's dead " [Chuckle] So that's it And 
you kind of pick up I didn't want to start back 
up in the equipment business 
Had you gotten out of that by this time^ 

Oh, yes I had liquidated My lease was up 
January 1 or December 31, 1969, and I had to 
remove everything and put the ground back to its 
natural state, which means getting rid of all the 
buildings and my company, the Walsh Equipment 
Company And I had to sell the buildings and 
tear them down and restructure the place to level 
ground All of the concrete had to come out, the 
asphalt and everything And that all had to be 
done I had liquidated all of the equipment over 
a period from 1967 on We just started, 
disenfranchised ourselves with Massey-Ferguson and 
Allis Chalmers and Chicago Pneumatic I had those 
franchises And so we just slowly liquidated and 
kept our business going until it was finally gone 
Then, you know, if you're a full-time legislator, 
you're full-time So I had my people running it 
down there Harold Maloney was running it, and 
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kept on until he finally went on his own He is 
an older fellow who worked for me, moved down 
south But I didn't want to start all over m the 
equipment business because things had changed so 
much and you lose all of your contacts, most of 
them anyway I was very close to Harry Morrison, 
and he passed away And Guy F Atkinson had 
passed away So, you know, in eight years a lot 
can happen and you lose contact with people And 
so I didn't start over 

SENEY What did you do when you got back home^ 

WALSH Well, I just did a little bit of everything to 

keep busy 

[End of Tape 8, Side A] 

[Begin Tape 8, Side B] 

WALSH In 1979 I moved up to Fresno and went back into 

business with Walsh Equipment m the rental 
equipment business with a partner for three years 
We were leasing caterpillar equipment to different 
contractors in the Fresno area and also m the San 
Jose area I was with this partner He handled 
it there and I handled it over m Fresno And a 
lot of it went up to the jobs there that P G & E 
[Pacific Gas & Electric Co ] were putting in right 
out of Fresno, and we made pretty good money And 
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I finished that up in 1982 and I moved back to 
Sacramento And then I went into lobbying 
Who have you been lobbying for 0 

Well, I lobbied for the Consulting Engineers of 
California The first 30 b was just a spot job 
with AFTRA [American Federation of Television and 
Radio Actors], they were the business agents for 
the movie industry, it was a bill concerning 
personal agents, talent agents They were m kind 
of a scrap and the representative of the talent 
agents hired me to help them rewrite a bill so 
they could all get along with what Jerry Brown had 
before him So I worked with them for a while and 
got that straightened out And then I worked with 
Consulting Engineers Association of California and 
was with them for a couple of years, oh, about 
three years, I guess And then there were the 
Photogrametnc people, who hired me to represent 
them They wanted to be licensed m the state of 
California and they are aerial photographers 
They do all the aerial, elevations and all that 
kind of stuff, for building projects and things 
like that And you just have spot bills that 
people would hire you on So I lobbied for awhile 
and then I got out of that and since then have 
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been retired So that's it 

SENEY That's it Anything else you would like to add 

that you haven't said 9 

WALSH No I am going to move back down to southern 

California, down to Palm Desert, and try to enjoy 
the rest of my life [Laughter] I think I am too 
close to politics here in Sacramento, so 
[Looking back on this interview, I feel I just 
cannot take years and years of public life and sum 
it up with the memories of a few instances] 1 

SENEY You're going to get away 

WALSH Yes, get away from it 

SENEY Well, thank you, Senator, on behalf of the 

archives for taking part m our project We 
appreciate it very much 

WALSH OK It's been a pleasure talking to you 

[End of Tape 8, Side B] 
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Letter dated March 16 1990 from Lawrence E Walsh to 

Professor Joseph DiMento, Public Policy Research Organization, 
University of California, Irvine, concerning Route 105 
(Century Freeway) 
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CONSULTING TUBLIC RELATIONS 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 


March 16 1990 


Professor Joseph DiMento 
Public Policy Research Organization 
University of California Irvine 
Irvine CA 92717 

Dear Professor DiMento 

You have asked me to assist your group in an in depth study of the history of the I 105 
Freeway commonly known as the Century Freeway The Division of Highways in 1967 
estimated it to be a $244 million public works project to be completed in 1971 After an 
enormous amount of delays involving Hearings Injunctions Environmental Impact Reports 
Lawsuits State and Local Governmental interference construction started in 1982 It was 
the beginmng of an estimated $1 6 billion plus public works project which if fully funded 
is scheduled for completion by 1993 The total cost and funding is still questionable 

The following is a chronological history of the now so called Glenn Anderson Treeway 
(See Senate Concurrent Resolution No 34 enclosure ) 

This project was initiated in December 1958 At that lime notices were sent to various 
government agencies informing them that studies were being initiated and requesting 
general or trafficway plans and other relevant information These studies were for the 
purpose of identifying and evaluating various location alternatives 

Route Adoption (1958 1968J 

The route adoption process was accomplished in two stages the westerly half was 
completed in 1965 It entailed investigation of 16 route location alternatives 6 of which 
were analyzed in detail numerous meetings with local government staffs and community 
groups and two formal public hearings leading to location adoption in 1965 

The easterly half included investigation of 9 route locations culminating in two formal 
hearings and adoption in 1968 

Factors evaluated in this process included costs of construction and rights of way the 
effects on single and multi family living units industrial and commercial properties and 
community facilities user benefits as well as local agency and community input The four 
public hearings were attended by a total of 5 000 persons 



Page Two 

Professor Joseph DiMento 
University of California, Irvine 
March 16, 1990 


I first became familiar with the project in 1965 when I was Mayor of the City of Huntington 
Park and was involved in hearings concerning route adoption of State Highway 42 
(proposed Century Freeway) In 1966,1 was elected to the California State Senate and took 
office January, 1967 I was appointed to the Senate Transportation Committee and became 
familiar with all highway transportation problems, including the Federal Interstate Highway 
System After many hearings on the forementioned subjects, Senator Randolph Collier 
Chairman of the Senate Transportation Committee, appointed me to chair a delegation for 
the California Senate to go to Washington DC man effort to integrate Route 42 into the 
Interstate Freeway System and attempt to restore to Southern California the allocation of 
$250 million in federal highway funds from San Francisco s rejection of a Federal routing 
(See March, April and May, 1967 enclosures ) 

In Washington D C I met with dose friends, Congressmen Chet Holifield and Biz Johnson 
from California and they set up a meeting with Secretary of Transportation, Alan S Boyd I 
was successful in securing commitments from both Congress and the U S Transportation 
Department that the Century Freeway would be added to the Federal Interstate Highway 
System and these commitments were honored when Congress adopted the 1968 Federal Aid 
Highway Act The Congressional Act ensured Federal funding for the $250 Million Century 
Freeway (See July 25, 1967 endosure ) 

Design Public Hearing 

Seven Design Public Hearings were conducted along the entire 1105 corridor from June 
1969 through May, 1970 Over 5,600 persons attended these hearings Prior to each of the 
hearings there were numerous informal meetings with local agency representatives and 
community groups 

Following the hearings (and prior to 1972) a total of 25 Freeway Agreements (required by 
California statutes with local affected agencies) were executed An agreement with the City 
of Hawthorne had not been executed because it was opposed to the adopted route location 
An agreement with the City of Los Angeles for one portion of the project in that City was 
not completed by 1972, although it was in progress (The 1972 date is significant as an 
injunction was issued to halt the project, which is discussed further in this report) 

During this period of time, intensive efforts were made to communicate with all segments 
of the public and to solicit comments etc Over 150 open well publicized, meetings were 
held hundreds of letters received and considered, contact made with over 7 000 persons by 
a mobile information office in the project area, an information and assistance office in the 
central portion of the corridor from 1969 through 1971 handled over 10 000 individual 
inquiries, and information services were publicized and made available to the public 
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Environmental Process (1970 1979^ 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) became effective on January 1 
1970 It requires among many items an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
California adopted a similar Act, the California Environmental Quality Act in 1970 

These laws did not address on going projects such as this which by then had been under 
planning design and right of way acquisition for 10 years The Federal Highway 
Administration in developing guidelines for implementation of NEPA determined that on 
going projects should be reassessed to see if they had been developed considering social 
economic and environmental factors 

Based on the urban design team approach including substantial community involvement 
it was determined that the project has been developed with satisfactory consideration for 
these factors 1 herefore it was concluded that a formal Environmental Impact Statement 
would not be required 

In February, 1972 a class action lawsuit was filed for the following plaintiffs 
Four couples living in the right of way area. 

National Association for the advancement of Colored People (NAACP), 
Sierra Club, 

Environmental Defense Fund, 

Freeway Fighters (a Hawthorne area group), and 
The City of Hawthorne was added in April 

Senator James Wedworth, (D) 31st District representing that area at that time and former 
Mayor of the City of Hawthorne strongly and adamantly opposed the freeway, implying that 
he would use any method at hand to halt the progress of the Century Freeway In fact the 
City of Hawthorne and all of its representatives blocked the development by refusing to 
permit the freeway to be constructed through their city until 1974 (See June 29, 1972 July 
21, 1972 and July 22, 1974 enclosures) 

A Preliminary Injunction by U S District Judge Hariy Pregerson was issued in July 1972 
requiring 


A formal Environmental Impact Statement, 

Additional Corridor and Design Public Hearings focusing on air and noise 

pollution impacts, and 

Additional Housing availability studies 
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Specific project assurance to the Federal Government that the State can provide relocation 
assistance and payments to displacees Hearings that would be required would take up to 
two years, and put the freeway beyond the deadline for 90 percent federal funding (July 1, 
1973) thus, killing the freeway (See July 21, 1972 enclosures ) 

In August, 1972 six of the cities involved with the project were granted the right to 
intervene on the side of the State hoping to get the injunction removed 

The HIS process involved many thousands of hours in study re evaluations public hearings 
etc 

A draft EIS was circulated for public review and comment m December, 1974 After the 
comment period public hearings were held and structured as corridor (location and design 
hearing These occurred in four segments over 8 evenings for the public s convenience and 
maximum involvement Two additional public hearings were held m the Hawthorne area 
to consider alternative locations These 10 hearings held between March and August 1975, 
were attended by about 2 500 persons 

Reaction to the DEIS and testimony at the public hearings showed broad public support 
for an 8 lane freeway and transitway project, the 10 affected local agencies also presented 
unammous support 

The State Administration in early 1976 suggested that an appropriate facility might be a 4 
lane freeway/transitway It was presented as being consistent with the social and 
environmental goals of the Administration, the size of facility consistent with a then upper 
limit of Federal funds and as a possible compromise with the Plaintiffs to avoid lengthy 
litigation However, local officials restated their case for an 8 lane facility 

This resulted in Resolution introduced into the California Legislature by the legislators in 
Jhe corridor, the Resolution was subsequently adopted by the Legislature It called for the 
expeditious completion of the 8 lane facility 

Finally, m July, 1977 the local officials and their State legislators met with Governor Brown 
to emphasize their desire for the full project and expeditious implementation 

The Final EIS was completed in July, 1977 It identified that appropriate solution to the 
corridor transportation needs, balanced with environmental and socioeconomic 
considerations, as an 8 lane freeway, plus a transitway, initially as a busway Further, it 
included realignment in the Hawthorne area to resolve the location controversy The 
California environmental process was completed in September, 1977, and the Final EIS was 
then submitted to the Federal Government 
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The Federal process took about one year, in October, 1978, Secretary of Transportation 
Brock Adams announced his decision to proceed with the project under certain conditions 
At the same time it was announced that the Plaintiffs m the case were willing to negotiate 
a settlement based on certain conditions 

Consent Decree 1979 

It took one year until October, 1979 to complete negotiations which resulted in a Consent 
Decree The terms of settlement included 

8 lanes for general traffic and 2 High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) transit lanes 

6 or more transit stations, with park and ride lots 

Ramp metering and HOV bypass lanes 

Bus or rail transit on the Harbor Freeway, connected with 105 

Landscaping and noise attenuation 

Before opemng to traffic, consideration to provide 2 of the 8 lanes for 
additional HOV use 

Priority access into Los Angeles International Airport for buses and HOVs 

In addition to the above freeway design features it was agreed to 

Establish an Office of the Advocate for Corridor Residents Advocate to 
be funded by Caltrans and FHWA, but selected by Plaintiffs 

Relocate and rehabilitate 4 200 housing units remaining m the corridor 
(although some new construction is indicated) These units will be available 
first to displacees, and second to low to moderate income households 

The State Department of Housing and Community Development is 
responsible for developing and implementing this program A Housing 
Advisory Committee and a Steering Committee have been established and 
consist of representatives of local officials community groups and displacees 
These committees will maintain community input to ensure that the housing 
program is responsive to all local community needs and consistent with local 
plans 

Adopt an Employment Action Plan including establishment of an Affirmative 
Action Committee, with the goal of increasing minority business and 
employment on the project 
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The Affirmative Action Committee provides liaison contract with the 
community of minorities and women in the corridor Emphasis is to assure 
that these corridor residents have maximum opportunity to participate in jobs 
created by the project 

Amended Consent Decree 1981 

In early 1981 Federal budgetary developments raised questions about the adequacy of funds 
to complete the freeway This resulted in a senes of meetings between Federal State and 
local officials After several months a proposal to reduce the scale of the project was 
agreed upon The downscoped project was incorporated in an Amended Consent Decree 
approved by all parties and the Court in September 1981 

Mam features of the project now are 

6 lanes for general traffic and 2 High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) transit lanes 

10 transit stations and Park and Ride lots 

10 local interchanges, associated with the 10 transit stations 

2 interchanges at the east west ends of the project 

Ramp metering and HOV Bypass Lanes 

Landscaping and noise attenuation 

Relocation and rehabilitation, or new construction of at least 3,700 housing 
units 

Continuation of the Employment Action Plan 
Continuation of the Office of Advocate 

Construction 1982 

The first of approximately 100 construction projects began at a groundbreaking May 1, 
1982 in the City of Lynwood The $103 000 contract marked the beginning of an estimated 
$16 billion public works project which is scheduled for completion by 1993 

In early May, bids will be opened for the construction of over 400 dwelling units estimated 
at a cost of $34 million 

Renaming of Freeway 1987 

I was shocked and appalled to have learned that in 1987 Senator Robert Beverly authored 
Senate Resolution No 34 renaming the Century Freeway to Glenn Anderson Freeway 
(See enclosure) 
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Glenn Anderson (also former Mayor of the City of Hawthorne) was not even in elected 
public office when all concerted efforts were made in 1967 1968 to finally accomplish the 
feat of adding State Highway Route 105 to the Interstate Highway System 

Discussions at Senate Transportation Committee hearings in 1967 1968 concluded that the 
Interstate Freeways should be designated by numbers as they are on maps all over the 
United Sates for recognition by interstate travelers It was also concluded that geographical 
location and directional names be acknowledged for identification for intrastate travelers 
This has been the accepted and common practice since the conception of the Interstate 
Freeway System exhibited by such names as San Diego, San Gabriel Santa Ana Santa 
Monica, San Bernardino Harbor and Hollywood Freeways 

This practice has been abused from time to time on State Highways and possibly some 
Interstate Freeways by latecomers who were uniformed or politically motivated Whatever 
the case it seems improper to immortalize some public official now in office, especially one 
who had very little or nothing credible to contribute to the establishment of a project of this 
magnitude 

Included in the forementioned hearings we even suggested regulations, still upheld that 
the Department of Transportation refrain from expending state money or the erection of 
plaques or makers for these abuses for the very purpose of discouraging such practices 

With all due respect to the multitude of people and their monumental efforts, State 
Highway Route 105 should have truthfully and unquestionably retained its original name 
CENTURY FREEWAY 

Update_ 1990 

As of January, 1990 a total of $841 million in construction projects have been awarded 
This includes a $134 million project at the 105/405 Interchange that is the largest project 
ever awarded by Caltrans Roughly $380 million in highway projects remain to be 
advertised/awarded/constructed The project is on schedule and is expected to be open for 
traffic in the Fall of 1993 It is my considered opinion that if and when it is completed, the 
ultimate cost could exceed $2 5 billion That is certainly an exorbitant amount and a great 
lapse in time since the original amount of $244 million estimated in 1967 
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In hopes that all the history as I see it will be of help I close with this cliche 
is our most important product' 

Sincerely 


Lawrence E Walsh Retired 
California State Senator 


Enclosures 


Progress 


Senate Concurrent Resolution No 34 


RESOLUTION CHAPTER 83 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No 34—Relative to the Glenn An 
derson Freeway 

[Filed with Secretary of State September 2 1987 ] 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST 
SCR 34 Beverly Glenn Anderson Freeway 
This measure would designate State Highway Route 105 as the 
Glenn Anderson Freeway The measure would also direct the 
Department of Transportation to determine the cost of erecting 
appropriate plaques and markers and to erect the plaques and 
markers upon receiving donations from private sources covering 
that cost 

Resolved by the Senate of the State of California the Assembly 
thereof concurring That State Highway Route 105 be officially 
designated the Glenn Anderson Freeway and be it further 
Resoh ed That the Department of Transportation be directed to 
determine the cost of erecting appropriate plaques and markers 
consistent with the signing requirements for the state highway 
system showing the official designation and upon receiving 
donations from private sources covering that cost to erect those 
plaques and markers and be it further 
Resolved That the Secretary of the Senate transmit a copy of this 
resolution to the Director of Transportation 



1.500 ,Jam 
S.G. Hearing 


1 0n Freeway 

More than 1500 persons 
jammed the South Gate Mumcl 
pal Auditorium this morning as 
hearings opened on routing of 
the proposed Century Freeway 
The State Division of High 
ways presented information on 
route studies and was expected 
to h§ar from representatives of 
communities involved this after 
noon 

Presiding at the hearing was 
Russell Cooney deputy director I 
of the Department of Public, 
Works in Sacramento 
His chief assistants In pro- 
sen ting results of the route I 
studies were T R Lammers I 
deputy district engineer in 
charge of planning for Distnct 
7 and Fred Correa a highway 
engineer 

Slides of each of the routes 
under consideration were shown 
to the audience and cost estl 
mates the number of living 
units each would displace traf 
fic data and 20 year user 
benefit Information was pre¬ 
sented 

Lammers pointed out that 
there has been considerable in 
terest in an integrated free 
way rapid transit system re¬ 
cently and said the division of 
highways has worked closely 
with transit officials in prelim 
inary planning 

He said the Century Freeway 
would not be affected by rapid 
transit planning except for a 
possible cross-over The pro¬ 
posed Industrial Freeway how 
ever would generally follow al 
ready outlined rapid transit cor 
ndors 

The hearing is being recorded 
and a transcript will be sent to 
the state highway engineer who 
then will make a recommenda 
tion on the routing to the State, 
Highway Commission The com 
mission may If it wishes call 
another hearing Another bear i 
ing also would be required if 
communities affected demand 
one 

State Sen. Lawrence Walsh 


1,500 Jam I 
S G. Hearing! 

(Continued From Page 1) | 

and Sen Ralph Bills* represen , 
ting the Senate Transportation 
Committee were on hand Of 
ficials from all Southeast cities 
also were present and were ex 
peeled to present their stands 
on the freeway routing t h I s [ 
afternoon 

Most cities favor a route! 
running along the Lynwood 
Compton border railed the 
Green Orange or southerly 
route But so far this has not 
been acceptable to school boards 
In Downey and Lynwood 
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j.,, Choice of Route 
f° r Freeway Advised 

Early Adoption of 


' a route 

for the Century Freeway 
east of South Los 4ngeles 
was urged Thursday as a 
possible way to receive 
more federal aid for the 
project 

State Sen Lawrence E 
Walsh (D Los Angeles) 
indicated the freeway may 
qualify for federal inter 
state funds if the State 
Highway Commission acts 
’soon on the route ~ 
f The Downey senator ap-* 
peared at a State Division 
of Highways hearing on a 
route for a nine mile 
stretch of the 1 freeway 
between Central Ave 
south of Imperial Blvd 
and the Route 6(b 
Freeway south of the 
Santa 4na Freeway 

Alternate Routes 
'Highway planners out 
lined eight alternate study 
routes at the hearing m 
South Gate Municipal 
Auditorium , 

Walsh a member of the 
S euutt Transportation 
Committee pointed out 

* that the U S Bureau of 

* Public .Roads has turned 
down California s efforts 
to have $23o ^million in 
Northern California high 
way funds shifted here r 

The ^noney .was lost to 


i ” T-w tiuum aiiuuu 

^ ^ li*. 


California when San 
Francisco rejected two m 
terstate freeways early 
last year So far efforts to 
have the interstate 
mileage and money re¬ 
designated -for the pro¬ 
posed Century Freeway 
have failed 

However Walsh who 
favors the southernmost 
Century Freeway route 
said early adoption of the 
freeway"woiild be a great 
help in getting federal aid 

Matching Funds 
Freewavs are eligible for 
oO^ federal matching 
funds but the federal 
share for interstate routes 
is 907 

Representatives from 
Downey Lynwood Bell 
flower South Gate and 
other cities told the hear 
ing they also favor the 
southernmost route But 
spokesmen for Compton 
Willowbrook and j the 
Watts area opposed it 
contending it would not 
adequately serve their 
communities 
A route for the Century 
Freeway west of Central 
\ve was adopted in 196o 
lb extends to Sepulveda 
Blvd and Imperial 
Highway near Interna A 
tional Airport ^ 
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j Public hearing 
conducted 
in South Gate 

Wilfowbroolc, 

5 Compton opposition 
to Route 42 told 

Opposition was expressed 
by representatives of Willow- 
Ibfook and Coippton to the 
southernmost proposed route 
for the Century* freeway 'fa- 
•vored by many of 'the other 
speakers at 1 the public hear 
ing conducted by the state di 
vision of highways last Thurs 
day in the South. Gate municl 
pal auditorium. 

Highway planners "had sug 
gested. eight alternate routes 
for the Centur^ freeway 
^Route 421 Jrom.(ts presently, 
proposed: WW *t 
'{greet and Central aypnue » 
^ Connections San 

;Gaknel Riverr freeway. Route 


approved fronf the airport; to 
(he I18th street and Central 
avenue- point. ^ ^ 

' §aathernm$st, freeway des¬ 
ignated. on.'planning; maps as 
me orange-green-ofange route 
blends south. to % point .al 
inosb midway between Impe* 
: tial highway-^and 'Rosecrana 
avenge* at •Al^meda^stteet^and 
pi.^Sflaijtlc boulavardr reaches 
its, ’ southernmost^ point, ^tiR 
north, of- Koeaprans avenue. 
JwuTowbroplc tndi> Compton 
bbjectora-raid, Ithu. southern 

3 (Conffmi©<f ^ page Z|>*$ 



route would be one of four' 
freeways in the district 

State Sen Lawrence E 
Walsh who appeared at the 
hearing asked for early adop 
tion of a route for the free 
way He said it might be an 
Incentive tor obtaining inter 
state funds from the federal 
government 

Walsh wlie favors the 
southern route la a member 
of the senate transportation 
committee He pointed out the 
United States bureau of pub- 
4 I 9 * i;oads has turned down 
California s efforts to have 
$233 million in northern Cali 
forpla highway funds shifted 
here after the money was lost 
to th& state when routes 
through San Francisco were 
rejected:'v ^ 

t |*receding »a discussion of 
the tregway routes proposed 
highway department officials 
explained, their reasons far 
suggesting each of the eight 
routes proposed. * ‘ 

Findings at the hearings 
will be compiled, and wil\ be 
submitted to t the state en¬ 
gineer-. Following a study in 
that office a recommendation 
will be made r tb thej.state high 
way commission ^which will 

V Cbramlssioiv^c^, conduct f its 
oym public hearing prfb/ fo 
fstabllshlng^TL route''if mem 
bem so desirei *. 
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GOING TO WASHINGTON 

Walsh Leads Drive 
For Highway Funds 

State Sen Lawrence Walsh of of Walsh to lead the croup 
Huntington Park will head a Senator Walsh and I nave com 
delegation front the senate pleted preliminary im estigation 
Transportation Committee to go which staisfies me that we can 
to Washington DC in an effort recover the money tv thdrawn 
to get a rescinded allocation of from California s allocation of 
J250 million in federa highway federal interestate highway 
funds restored funds 3 

If the funds are restored The money was withdrawn 
most would probably go to build ?rom California s allocation of 
the Century Freewaj which is federal funds and distributed to 
In the final stages of route otber states after toe refusal of 
selection San Franciscos officials to sign' 

Sen Randolph Collier an cement with the state 
chairman of the committee said ded,calin S freeway smites within 

the Bay Area city and count) 
jurisdiction | 

The money was due under 1 
the formula for allocation of in I 
terstate highway fund but the 
San Francisco act on caused the 
Federal Trasportabon Agency 
to withdraw a portion of oui 

(Continued on Page A 2) I 
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GOING TO WASHINGTON I 

Walsh Leads Drive 
For Highway Funds 


(Continued From Page One) 

■hare Een Collier Mid Now 
preliminary Inquiries conducted 
by Een Walsh lead us to 
believe we can have Jus money 
restored to our allocation for the, _ _ 

construction among other pro- Soath e ra Ca hfornia 55 per ceu 
jects of the Century hreeway in and Northern California 45 per 

Sen Walsh s district (30th) \ cen } 10 be ““ for freewa y ^ 
Collier stld highway construction 

Senator Collier said he had Se , nator CoIher ** J,cated h 
selected the Hunt.m.ton Park lw0u,d « lve Senator Walsh * u! ' 
salon to spearhead toe effort support ,n efforl510 earmark the 
because the project lor which 611 bre southland 55 per cent — 
the money js to be used is *PP rojom ately 5137 5 million — 
primarily in his district and * dr tbe Centur y F r e e w a > 
he has been most active in ex an east west free*a\ 

ploring the possibility of our ^ rom * be ^° s Angele lntema 
recover ipc the J250 plus t,ona ^ Airport eas ward is 
million | vltall y needed 

Senator WaUh and other tas) 


Should Senator W«1 h succeed 
in getting the funds reallocated 
to California Senator Collier 
stated It will be distributed 
under our gas tax fund distrtbu 
turn formula which would gne 


force members will confer in 


Washington dc wit i Alan S 
Boyd secretary of the Federal 
Transportation Agency who 
reportedly has fndicat d that he 
will consider an app ication to 
restoration of the funds to 
California and If an ac 


ceptable project use for the 
money is submitted Senate 
iWalsh said it is his opinion that 
the east west Century Freewav 
is of viatl importance to the 
alleviation of f r e e a a y con 
gestion into Los Ange es and 
that above all this Is the mo 
1 m portant acceptable project 
submitted in Southern California 
to assist with the traffic pro¬ 
blem in our immediate area j 
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ftlsli To Seek Recovery }/ 

iOf|F(}de j * a l Frleeway Funds j 

**£&£&&?£ ,nd V ted he wiu ™ sfft? ^"prVewt tr - ! n s T ern anl °* 

I millions t* federal fhlghwny S? “ «»*»“» f ” r “ lor h <* vital Importance to the nla . 0 with «* 

L funds for California u ? f ft* f dS to P, a l Ir °rn alleviation of freeway conges P robIem ln our Immediate 

1 an acceptable pro] lion Into Los Angeles and that area 


funds for California 

f selection of the Huntingtoln 
1 Park Democrat to head a 
{state senate task force to go 
.to Washington arid seek re 
covery of the furids was an 
tnounced by (Senator Randolph 
Collier, transportation com 
j-mflte* chairman.. 

L Senator tfalslt end 4 have 
completed preliminary Inves 
tlgation which* satisfies me 
{that wo oan recover the mon 
fey withdrawn from Califor 
[nia a allocation of federal In 
1 terstate highway fdhds Sen 
'ator Collier said The money 
{he explains, Was , withdrawn 
i from California B ajlocatlon of 
'federal funds dnd distributed 
fto other states after the re 
fusal of San Franciscos of 
fioials to sign Iffi acreement 
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Walsh Discusses 
Century Freeway 
With Washington 

State Senator Lawrence E 
Walsh Congressman Chet 
Holhfield and Congressman 
Harold T Johnson met re 
cently with Secretary of 
| Transportation Alan Boyd in 
; Washington D C The meet 
ing was held for the purpose 
of further consulation on the 
East West Century Freeway 
i project for Los Angeles 

The California Democrat 
delegation in Washington has 
unanimously ‘supported this 
project as a substitute for an 
unused allocation previously 
assigned for a Northern Cali 
forma project m San Fran 
cisco The Century Freeway 
project was not a part of the 
original California state 
application for federal high 
way assistance but the can 
cellation by San Francisco 
made available an amount of 
something over $250 million 
for re allocation elsewhere 
Normally this money is re 
turned to a national pool to 
be reassigned on a basis of 
competition with projects in 
all parts of the nation 
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Route Thrown Lynwood 


A resolution uifced by m 
Lynwood for a new hearing 
the routing of the proposed 
otury Freeway will not affect 
Downey according to Informed 
tources 


b 

lutlon on the recommendation 
of the Dty Council and a spe¬ 
cial nine-member ad hoc com 
mittee j 

the ad hoc committee which 
u W#s formed immediately after 


T> M Lwas lormea unmecuaieiy aner 
C s dTsk SS aLtT^ State Highway Commission 
tag his signature 


tThe resolution co-authored by 
tate Senator Joseph Kenmck 
f Long Beach State Senator 
jwrence Walsh Hunting ino 
'ark Assemblyman Floyd 

rakefield South Gate and As- 
emblyman Catley Port ej 
Compton was prepared at the 
Bequest of the aty of Lynwood 
It passed both the Senate and 
he Assembly Tuesday 
t The resolution itself read in 
Iota! 

Sen Joseph Keonick co- 

iuthoring with Sen. Walsh A s- 
lemblyman Porter aulT Minn 
ilyman Wakefield introduce I 
|uest for the California High¬ 
ly Commission to schedule a 
anng on the routing pi 
oote 105 (Century Freeway) 
igh the City of Lynwood 
iwood Mayor Nick Siokos 
the Sf Jlbeast News that be 
tally wrote fetters to the 



adopted the brown dash-brown 
green orange route "wbVJi bi¬ 
sected Lynwood 

The committee recommended 
that the city attempt to get a 
new bearing for the purpose of 
having the Commission adopt 


with the routing westerly o! 
Downey x 

Should Governor Reagan sign 
the resolution which is expect 
led the Highway Commission 
could possibly hold a new 
hearing pt Us next meeting or 
call a special meeting 
The Commission s next meet 
tags are scheduled for Sepi 23 < 
and 21 in San Andres and Mar I 
kleville both in Alpine Couit j 
ty Northern California 
The Commission will com 
south for their Oct 21 22 u»J 


tae green-orange route through' Nov> 2122 meetings in Bakei 
Lynwood, between Central Ave 'held and Santa Barbara respec 
and the Long Beach Freeway jHvely 

This would take the freeway to D*w«ey Mayor Tom Morton 
Lynwood s southern boundary "hen asked his views on the 
with the dty of Compton ^proposed rehearing replied 1 
committee was headed up by have asked for a copy of the re- 

so jtion but haven l seen it as 
yet so 1 really can t say too 
minh about it until I know 
what s in it 

Lynwood seems to be the on 


local in -j ranee executive Hank 
Becker 


ithors 


asking for the reso-[Ljfe»ood 

. f* II ,1- ■ - ■ ■ jjsn., A 


Lynwood Mayor Siokos told 
die News, “Our action does not 
affect Downey Fly point of controversy along 

Downey City Manger Omni the route, and ! would like to 
King who admitted surprise i see (the final route iitiiatwu re-' 
on learning of the resolution !solved \ I 

also saw no aUact oo Downey I \ 1 people wart to kno# where 
he said t * •* , i ^ freewav is goin 0 l- and 

Vty is my understanding that when — as they want h decide 
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(Lynwood tAayojr Opposes 
Downey on freeway Fight 

Lynwood s fcaAr spired Mrhe telegrams reportedly said 
p rea legislator^ that Lynwood 1*iwood s position is that the 
goes not support the City of f*eway is of utmost need to 
Downey in Downey s move to dentral Los Angeles and that 
get the Century Freewiy ilanning of the freeway should 
geminated the Dally Signaiiontinue as rapidly as possible 
j Aaraed today Assemblyman Carley V 

* Porter D-38th District, and 
State S ea Larry Walsh, of Hun¬ 
tington Park both received the 
telegrams the Dally Signal, 
learned 1 

i 

Assemblyman Floyd] 
Wakefield It-52nd District also i 
received correspondence from 
Mayor Nickolas Siokos stating ] 
that Lynwood opposes Downey s t 
S-fnd on eliminating the free- i 
way and that Lynwood stUI sup¬ 
ports the freeway , 

The Downey City Connell on I 

E eb 10 went on record opposing 
io intrusion o! the Century or 
lay other freeway in Downey 
knd stated the Century Fpeeway 
p not needed 

i Siokos telegrams were sent to 
Wcramento on Feb 14 The 
Lynwood City Council did not 
Siscuss the freeway at its Feb 
|8 meeting the first meeting 
lifter Downey’s action. 
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Montebello Calif 
Montebello Messenger 
(Or W 3700) 


W 


>1 Vi 


LJtln} 


PCI 


Ett J888 


r 


* WALSH PUSHES FOR 
‘CENTURY FREEWAY 1 

bill ti/t directs th^ State 


iparlment of Public Works to 
Struct a freeway through Haw 
5 tne without that city s con 
rtence was described by Sen 
or Laurence E Wals h (D Hunt 
^ton Park) os 1J a necessary piece 
legislation 

iVPelsh is co-author of SB 859 
at would peimit construction of 
l 1 ? mile long Interstate 405 
lorwalk El Segundo Freewav 
Hen referred to as the Cenluiy 
PVeewey) that will connect Los 
Angeles International Airport 
<and Norwalk This will be the 
only direct east uest freeway 
Although eight othei cities and 
Los Angeles Count 3 have signed 
freeway agieements that will pei 
mit construction within then ar 
eas Hawthorne has blocked this 
ievejqpment by refusing to per 
"le freeway to be constructed 


through their cit> 

Walsh pointed out This bill 
is applicable onlj to the Inlei lute , 
6 consti uction in Haw h nit j 
which is the only rem ining pio . 
posed inteistate freew in in CjI 
ifomia The bill has been dtaun 
so that It cannot be applied to 
any other freew a> oi city It 
was introduced in response to 
requests from the Cities of El 
Segundo Inglewood Ljmvood 
South Gate Paramount and N >i I 
walk t 

Owners of homes and othei 1 
modest propeilies along the ioute 1 1 
are deserving of an immediate 
decision as to w hether then pi op 
ertics will be required as right f i 
of way Thej have lived with 
this cloud of indecision long 1 
enough 

“The transportation facility that 
is now blocked is fai more than i 
ig freeway Walsh declaied in 
fruth it is a tianspoilation cot 
fidoi The design includes a 40 j 
foot wide median reseived foi 
mass transit facilities It would 
become immediately avail ible for 
exclusive use and is designed so 
that it could be the key link in I 
the foithcoming rapid liansit sys ' 
tem Los Angeles County resi 
tlenls ho\fe waited too long for 
Ihcir right to enjoj a moss rapid 
Itransit system 

Walsh also cited the substantial 
adverse economic effects Cob'l 
abmia will suffer if construction; 
s not begin in the neai future 
It is <n interstate project 
e said and as such elig bit 
t approximately $400 million in 
federal funding Los Angeles will 
lose that monej if construction 
nnot meet federal deadlines 
He pointed out that engineer^ 
gree the project will provide 
ore than 25 000 man jeaia of 
site labor and a like amount in 
e mills factories and ether 
back ud industries ♦hai v ill pro 
bide^rne materials requited 
fcoprffnlction 
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Stale senate 1 

ffr 



, In? yes y/her* dffempt* tq.etf 
break the fegaL deadlock over 
'construction, of the Century 
[^ree’jvay^ Sen Law rence E 
Walsh,/- IJ Huntfrigtra Park 
WednfiSflay won Immediate 
senator adoption- of a resolution 




out If both! partfbs- are 
sincere- In their ^efforts * to 
resolve their deferences f am 
hopeful this resolution will give 
those parties file momentum 
to reach an agreement so that 
construction of‘' this 'vital 
transportation IfhR can proceed 
without-further delay * 
Whether In ?fact f a com 
promise * solution <for‘ the 
Hawthorne segmenTof the 17 
inesoiouon u is a „ mandate j mi,e J reewa y Iwould get the 
S'fatdfSofete^W (thei P^°i ec ^ filing ragauf remams 
Wside-qV^mprFnfrt.a7wi fai ,dhVdoubt'because of, a tem, 

porary injunction Imposed by 
ITS ' District fc Judge JZfcrqt 
Pregepson , £ j 

' TheJadgj* s sweeping decls- 
foaj«j^pparent^ calls ^ far 
reconsideration, of the 'entire 
rqutf^ and according, to Dan 
Cross, senior highway engineer 
at. the Division of'Highways 


teren^es on the prpjecL. fa 

r 4Wdlsb ^said. his 1 S p a a t e 
isolation *77 i$, a, mandate 
tfjihe' Statdf &jjfete<W (the, 
twOi?ides^nte^£httt gooifaitW 
pbgqdailans' to?reiolyelhfe pan 
fajwersj^can cdtning^ fhegloca 
tion ofVthe* freeway 1 at the 
earliest, possible? da te**, jj 

Wals$ declared it Is im 
peratiVe. that this- dispute be 
resolve*! The loss^to the state 
'of approximately *150, million 

^ ndln ^ together £($ Angel ej? headquarters 
* “SS™* c would even, solving the problem In 
or* °* 1 2 ? ooa roan } J* ars of Hawthorne might force public] 

^ ** “»■ 

cityii should have 1 the- power 
.tobrQjdga^developrnenfsa Im 
portant^to^the wellbping of 

j-i 

.Walsh said he feels-certain 
P* reasonable rout&g, Satisfac 
totf poll* tff^sfete knd 
qtyof Hawthorne can I|e work lipg iju^. that jit -wouIdS have 


y?ar*. e.tif 


&XL& TiA iY\ 
*-He ■'jsaid HadthOmef officials 
ha tailing: about tbeH- 

sbaped, curve; m the ronte 1 that 
might be agifeeables^but^ n6 
such change could be-managed 
entirelyi^thini the* city 5, of 
Hawthorne, jTross said-point |h 

y 


in federal funds 


% * 




~ ' -t£ ^ 

to- includes territory -un Los} J 
Angeles city as well as? urdn-^ 
corporated county area^ and w 
even possibly Involve the aty 
of Inglewood. The hearings 
that would be required would 
take up ta tw<^ years,, and put 
the freeway 4 beyond the 
deadline for certification for 
9ft per cent federal jfunding 
CJuly f >973> lJr - 

...Cross; said the fudge’s decis¬ 
ion calls for environmental un 
pact statements and consera 
don of alternatesi including 
abandonment of the ipute It 
is so sweeping that the Division 
of Highways needs clarification, 
on- several points so it knows 
what is expected "he said. Such 
clarification will have to wait 
apparently because the judge 
left for a long vacation im 
mediately after issuing the in¬ 
junction order July 7 and is 
nof expected to return until 
August- J, 

Nevertheless Cross said 
**we are optimistic. This is just 
ar setback in time We feel 
tl^e freeway Is deeded but we 
have to justify It He said it 
Is possible that the deadline for 
the federal interstate highway 
program may^ be extended 
again so the "Century route 
might 7 et undergo the long 
legal process ahead and still 
gfl the hoped for $450 million 
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Hawthorne, state agree to new 
Century Freeway route study 


A major objection to the quiretf as ordered by a lower 

construction of the Century 105 court v 

Ka » Fowthome Public Works 

Freeway may be removed as _ ,, _ . 

/ Director Kenneth Jue said to* 

a result of a compromise day ^ an jn terv } ew W1 th the 

agreement between the City Daily Southeast News that his 
of Hawthorne and state city 5 objections to- the freeway 
highway commissioners who'would be lessened by the 
have agreed to open hearings proposed new route As propos- 
on an alternate route that ed the freeway would leave 
'would bypass that city I the highway location Just west 

I Hawthorne city officials have of the San Diego Freeway 
tstaunchly opposed the con [swing to the north in a sweep- 
[structioa of the freeway,ing arc to about 111th Street 
because .the approved route'then swing to the southeast 
would bisect that community to rejoin the adoption line near 
The city is the only, Yukon Avenue In eastern 
governmental body along the Hawthorne Proponents of the 
17 mile route that has never | alternate route have dubbed 
signed an agreement to allow'it in bell shaped line 


construction through its 
jurisdiction. 

The 9th Federal Circuit 
Court of Appeals is currently 
considering appeals to rehear 
corridor location hearings and 
to decide whether errviroilmen 
tal impact statements are re- 

b » X "V Wr 


■t The proposal comes after 
months of discussion between 
highway county Hawthorne 
Inglewood and city of Los 
Angeles officials who all must 
approve it The altered route 
would affect portions o f 
Inglewood and Los Angeles cityjdays according to Jue 
I i - 


and county Enabling' legisla 
tion In Sacramento was also 
required and obtained, to 
allow the change to be formally 
proposed 

The proposed 2 7 mile change 
would cost an additional $12 
to 15 million over the $500 000 
figure set for the freeways 
construction Proponents con 
tend that the change would 
not cause a significant change 
in die environmental impact 
of the freeway on the area 
and would serve as the city’s 
northern boundary 

Hawthorne Is the only city 
that has not signed a route 
agreement with the state The 
Other eight dtnes and the 
county support the freeway's 
construction, which; has been 
delayed by court fights- 

The highway commission 
called for the hearing last week 
and must hold It within 75 



